CITY OF BUELLTON

PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES
September 15, 2022 — 6:00 p.m.
City Council Chambers, 140 West Highway 246
Buellton, California

CALL TO ORDER
Chair Hammel called the meeting to order at 6:03 p.m.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Commissioner Blokdyk led the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL
Present: Commissioners Bob Blokdyk, Aaron Liggett, Marcilo Sarquilla
(arrived at 6:06 p.m.), Vice Chair Art Mercado and Chair Patty
Hammel
Staff: Planning Director Andrea Keefer, Contract Planner Irma Tucker

(via Zoom), Public Works Director Rose Hess and Staff
Assistant/Planning Technician Clare Barcelona,

REORDERING OF AGENDA
None

PRESENTATIONS
None

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

1. Minutes of the regular Planning Commission meeting of July 7, 2022
MOTION:

Commissioner Blokdyk moved and Vice Chair Mercado seconded the motion to approve
the Minutes of July 7, 2022.

VOTE:
Motion passed with a 3-0 voice vote with abstention by Commissioner Liggett due to
his absence from the meeting.
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PUBLIC COMMENTS

None

CONSENT CALENDAR

None

CONTINUED PUBLIC HEARINGS

None

NEW PUBLIC HEARINGS

2.

Resolution No. 22-09 - “A Resolution of the Planning Commission of the City of
Buellton, California, Approving a One-Year Time Extension (22-TE-04) Request for
Final Development Plan (16-FDP-06) and Tentative Tract Map (TTM 31061) for the
Buellton Hub Project Located at the southern terminus of Industrial Way on
Assessor’s Parcel Number 099-690-048, and Making Findings in Support Thereof”

STAFE REPORT
Planning Director Keefer informed the Commission that this item is being continued by
staff action to the October 6, 2022 Planning Commission meeting.

DOCUMENTS:
Staff report with attachments.

MOTION:
Vice Chair Mercado moved and Chair Hammel seconded the motion to continue the item
to the regularly scheduled Planning Commission Meeting of October 6, 2022.

VOTE:
Motion passed with a 5-0 roll call vote.

Resolution No. 22-08 - “A Resolution of the Planning Commission of the City of
Buellton, California, Approving a One-Year Time Extension (22-TE-03) Request for
the Final Development Plan (16-FDP-07) for the Network BUE-5 Project (the
“Project”), located at the southern terminus of Industrial Way, Assessor’s Parcel
Numbers 099-690-045, 099-690-046 and 099-690-001; and Making Findings in
Support Thereof.”

STAFF REPORT
Planning Director Keefer presented the Staff Report.

DOCUMENTS:
Staff report with attachments.
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SPEAKERS/DISCUSSION:

Gavin Moores, Applicant, gave a brief background on the previous property owner and
stated that there is a new partner involved with the project. He stated that grading plans
have been submitted and once those plans are approved the project should be moving
forward.

Chair Hammel opened the public hearing 6:16.

Scott Feller, Buellton Resident spoke in opposition of the project stating water and flood
concerns.

Chair Hammel informed Mr. Feller that the project he is referring to was Item #2 on the
Agenda and that the item has been continued to October 6, 2022.

Chair Hammel closed the public hearing at 6:24 p.m.

MOTION:

Commissioner Blokdyk moved and Vice Chair Mercado moved to adopt Resolution No.
22-08 - “A Resolution of the Planning Commission of the City of Buellton, California,
Approving a One-Year Time Extension (22-TE-03) Request for the Final Development
Plan (16-FDP-07) for the Network BUE-5 Project (the “Project”), located at the southern
terminus of Industrial Way, Assessor’s Parcel Numbers 099-690-045, 099-690-046 and
099-690-001; and Making Findings in Support Thereof.”

VOTE:
Motion passed with a 5-0 roll call vote.

4. Resolution No. 22-07, “A Resolution of the Planning Commission of the City of
Buellton, California, Approving a Final Development Plan (18-FDP-01) and
Conditional Use Permit (18-CUP-01) for a New Gas Station, Convenience Store and
Quick Serve Restaurant Located at 653 Avenue of Flags, Assessor’s Parcel Number
099-300-017, and Making Findings in Support Thereof”

STAFF REPORT
Contract City Planner Tucker presented the staff report outlining some of the deficiencies
with the project. She asked the Commission to consider three options:
1. To adopt Resolution No. 22-07 as presented.
2. To adopt the Resolution No. 22-07 with revisions and additional conditions.
3. To continue the public hearing to a future Planning Commission meeting giving
the Applicant time to address specific issues.

DOCUMENTS:
Staff report with attachments.

SPEAKERS/DISCUSSION:
Alex Cuevas, Architect, AGC Designs, stated that he was happy to be at this public
hearing after 6 years and that he was surprised by the comments regarding the design
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of the project after working with staff for 6 years. He felt that Staff’s presentation was
unfair as it only addressed the discrepancies of the project.

Chair Hammel addressed the Applicant stating at the 2018 meeting the same
discrepancies were brought up and to date have not been addressed.

The Commission’s discussed the following issues:

e The consistency of the proposed project with Art Deco architectural design theme
required for development in the Specific Plan area;

e The missed opportunity to create a distinct architectural statement for the visually
prominent project site at the northern gateway entrance to the City’s downtown,;

e The lack of responsiveness by the Applicant to the requirements of the City to
provide a project which promotes the City’s vision for its downtown area, as set
forth in the Specific Plan.

Chair Hammel opened the public hearing 7:07, there being no speakers the public hearing
was closed 7:08 p.m.

MOTION:

Motion by Chair Hammel and seconded by Commissioner Sarquilla to deny Resolution
No. 22-07, “A Resolution of the Planning Commission of the City of Buellton,
California, Approving a Final Development Plan (18-FDP-01) and Conditional Use
Permit (18-CUP-01) for a New Gas Station, Convenience Store and Quick Serve
Restaurant Located at 653 Avenue of Flags, Assessor’s Parcel Number 099-300-017,
and Making Findings in Support Thereof”

Planning Director Keefer stated that the Commission has the authority to deny the
project. In the event that the project is denied the Applicant has two options;
1. The Applicant can address the comments and re-apply after a 12 month wait
period.
2. The Planning Commission can direct Staff to make a determination through BMC
Section 19.08.030 in order to allow the Applicant to re-apply within the 12 month
wait period.

VOTE:
Motion passed with a 5-0 roll call vote.

Planning Director Keefer stated that a resolution for denial of the Project will be brought
to the Planning Commission at the October 6, 2022 meeting.

OTHER BUSINESS
None
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS

None
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COMMITTEE REPORTS
None
PLANNING COMMISSIONER COMMENTS

Chair Hammel acknowledged retired Councilmember Ed Andrisek for his service to the
community.

PLANNING DIRECTOR REPORT
Planning Director Keefer updated the Commission on the approval of a new project
at 410 Central Avenue, the site of the Central Homes project. This new project

features 2 duplexes and 2 ADU’s (Accessory Dwelling Units), and was approved by
Staff with a Zoning Clearance.

ADJOURNMENT

Chair Hammel adjourned the meeting at 7:18 p.m. The next regular meeting of the
Planning Commission will be held on Thursday, October 06, 2022 at 6:00 p.m.

Chair Patty Hammel
ATTEST:

Clare Barcelona, Planning Commission Secretary

An audio CD of this Planning Commission Meeting is available upon request.
A video of this meeting can be seen on YouTube at:
https://cityofbuellton.com/government/city TV.php?vid=LkR8w_UlybU



https://cityofbuellton.com/government/cityTV.php?vid=LkR8w_UIybU

