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CITY OF BUELLTON

PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES

Regular Meeting of May 21, 2015 – 6:00 p.m.

City Council Chambers, 140 West Highway 246 
Buellton, California

CALL TO ORDER   
Vice Chair Reif called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Commissioner Dunstan led the Pledge of Allegiance

ROLL CALL

Present:
Commissioners Brian Dunstan, Art Mercado and Vice Chair Foster Reif 
Absent:
Commissioner Joe Padilla and Chair Lisa Figueroa

Staff:


City Manager Marc Bierdzinski




Contract Planner Irma Tucker

Staff Assistant/Planning Technician Clare Barcelona

REORDERING OF AGENDA
None
PRESENTATIONS

None
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
1.         Minutes of the regular Planning Commission meeting of April 16, 2015
MOTION:

Commissioner Dunstan moved and Commissioner Mercado seconded the motion to approve the Minutes of April 16, 2015.
VOTE:

Motion passed by a 3-0 voice vote. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Peggy Brierton, 225 Teri Sue Lane, Buellton, suggested that mobile food trucks be discussed as a future agenda item.
CONSENT CALENDAR
None
CONTINUED PUBLIC HEARINGS

 None 
NEW PUBLIC HEARINGS
None

OTHER BUSINESS 
2.
Discussion of Fast Food Restaurant Locational Restrictions
STAFF REPORT:
City Manager Bierdzinski presented the staff report. 
The Commission discussed the following:

· The fast food restaurant definition should be flexible as possible 
· Definitions should be included to cover a broad spectrum of other restaurant uses
· Applications for fast food restaurants outside the allowable zone would require Planning Commission determination

· Remove locations on the west side of the Avenue of Flags from the Map of Proposed Fast Food Restaurant Locations and include in the proposed Avenue of Flags Specific Plan

· Necessity of the proposed ordinance

SPEAKERS:
Ron Anderson, Realtor, Buellton, cautioned the Commission to not restrict fast food restaurants and stated that an ordinance is not necessary.
Peggy Brierton, 225 Teri Sue Lane, Buellton, compared the differences between “fast food” and “fast casual” and shared a handout with the Commission. She went on to discuss the proposed location boundaries. 

Kathy Vreeland, Buellton Chamber of Commerce and Visitors Bureau, cautioned the Commission to not “back ourselves into a corner” with the definition.  

Judith Dale, 381 Thumbelina, Buellton, agreed with previous speakers and is in favor of the Planning Commission making the determination on applications outside the proposed zone. She added that architecture should also be a factor in determining location and doesn’t feel that an ordinance is necessary.

The Commission directed staff to prepare a draft ordinance with the definition being:
“Fast Food Restaurant: Any establishment which dispenses food for consumption on or off the premises, and which may have any of the following characteristics:  a limited menu, items prepared in advance or prepared or heated quickly, no table orders, and food served in disposable wrapping or containers.”

The ordinance should also state that final determination on potential fast food restaurants outside the proposed fast food restaurant zone will be made by the Planning Commission.
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS

None

PLANNING COMMISSIONER COMMENTS
None
PLANNING DIRECTOR REPORT

City Manager Marc Bierdzinski updated the Commission on recent City Council actions and the status of various projects. 
ADJOURNMENT

Vice Chair Reif adjourned the meeting at 6:53 p.m. to the next regular scheduled meeting of the Planning Commission to be held June 4, 2015 at the City Council Chambers, 140 West Highway 246, Buellton.
             _____________________________________
Foster Reif, Planning Commission Vice Chair 
ATTEST:
________________________________________
Clare Barcelona, Planning Commission Secretary
An audio CD of this Planning Commission Meeting is available upon request.

