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Second Qunarter Receipts for First Quarter Sales (Jannary - March 2019)

SALES TAX BY MAJOR BUSINESS GROUP

In Brief
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Statewide Results

Local sales and use tax receipts from
January through March sales were 1.0%
higher than the first quarter of 2018
after factoring out accounting anoma-
lies and back payments from previous
state reporting shortfalls. This was the
lowest percentage increase since first
quarter, 2010.

The growth came primarily from a
solid quarter for purchases related to
expanding logistics, medical and tech-
nology facilities and modest gains in
building-construction supplies and
restaurants. Cannabis sales produced

a slight uptick in the food-drug group.

Lower fuel prices and declining gener-
al consumer good purchases offset the
gains. The shift to internet purchases
continued with online shopping ac-
counting for 22.3% of the total general
consumer goods segment versus 20.2%
one year ago. Tax receipts from new
car sales exhibited significant reductions
although the drop was partially offset
by an upswing in used autos and auto
leases.

Regional changes ranged from a de-
cline of 2.1% to gains as high as 4.4%.
However, the differences were primar-
ily attributable to onetime projects or
capital purchases and not reflective of
overall economic trends.

Slower Growth Ahead?

July marks ten years of continuous
economic growth which is the longest
period of U.S. economic expansion on
record. However, analysts from a vari-
ety of economic segments are reporting
signs that we may be leveling off.

This quarter marked the eighth consecu-
tive comparative period decline in Cali-
fornia new car registrations with analysts
noting that higher prices and a growing
supply of vehicles coming off lease are
making used cars more attractive. They
also note that on-demand services such
as Uber and Lyft are making it easier
for debt-burdened millennials to avoid
buying cars altogether.

Rising restaurant menu prices, renewed
competition from grocer prepared
meals, and cutbacks in foreign tourism
appear to be reducing restaurant patron-
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Uncertainty over U.S. tariff and trade
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