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Hello Buellton!

Our Council has been busy. First, the parking lot on Median 2 on Ave of Flags is open. We’re still waiting for
the flagpole to do a ribbon cutting. Our last regular Council meeting was spent working on the biennial budget. While
shutdowns have affected our residents and the City’s money, I’m proud to say that we are able to move forward with
some capital improvement projects and there is money in reserves. We work hard to make sure our City’s finances
are in good order. The Council recently had another meeting at the Willemsen property and plan on moving forward
with plans for the property starting in June. Please let the City and Council Members know what you’d like to see at
that location.
Slowly, slowly we are moving away from Covid-19. The CDC says if you’ve had both vaccines and waited ten
days you can move freely without a mask. Our state of California Governor is not there yet. He’s waiting until June 15
to relax current rules. What’s important is to get your vaccine and be ready to join the community. Our County has a
phone line - 211 - to get current information on where to get a vaccination and any other information you need. Let’s
get back to a more normal life!
Summer is coming and the weather is warming up. Enjoy getting out and moving. Check out the improvements at the SYV Botanic Garden, and the new Village Park, wear a helmet while you try out the bike skills course at
River View Park, or try a round of golf at Zaca Creek Golf Course. Our town has so much to offer.
As always I can be reached at hollys@cityofbuellton.com or you can leave a message at (805)252-2618.
Holly Sierra, Mayor

District Based Elections

Keeping Buellton Beautiful - Spring Weed
Abatement (BMC 8.04.030.B.2)
Buellton has received very little
rain so therefore most vegetation
will be very dry. Whether you live
on a residential lot or own commercial property, please address any overgrown
grass and vegetation that can pose a possible fire
hazard. If in doubt, call the Fire Dept. at 805-6865062 for any fire prevention advice. For other questions contact Ben Hernandez, City Code Enforcement Officer at 805-686-7423 or
benh@cityofbuellton.com

At its March 28, 2019 Council meeting, the City Council agreed to transition from Buellton’s existing at-large elections, to district-based elections
and entered into a settlement agreement with Southwest Voter Registration
Education Project (SVREP) on April 22, 2019. A key reason that the City is
proceeding with district based elections is the threat of significant litigation.
Most of the California cities that have transitioned to district based elections
in the last few years have done so as a result of legal challenges brought
under the California Voting Rights Act (CVRA). In 2018, Buellton received
a Notice of Violation of the CVRA from a Southern California law firm,
which has also sent such notices to dozens of other cities. Faced with potentially hundreds-of-thousands, or even millions of dollars in legal fees and
damages (as some cities have experienced), Buellton decided to voluntarily
proceed with transitioning to district based elections, prior to the November
8, 2022 election. However, the Mayor’s seat will still be chosen at-large (by
all voters). The intent of district based elections is to give all legitimate
groups, particularly minority groups, a better chance of being fairly represented on the City Council.
Most California cities and other public agencies conduct elections on
either an at-large basis (each representative is elected by vote of the entire
voting population) or district-based basis (the jurisdiction is divided into
separate districts and each voter within a district may cast one vote, only for
a candidate seeking election within that district). Buellton has traditionally
utilized the at-large election system for Council Members and an elected
Mayor. The Vice Mayor is chosen by a consensus of the City Council on an
annual basis.
The first public hearing regarding District Based Elections will be held on
Thursday, June 10, 2021, at 6:15 p.m. in the Council Chambers, located at
140 West Highway 246. The City’s demographer will be present at the
meeting and will discuss how the district lines will be determined and how
the public can take part in the mapping process over the next nine months. If
residents have questions regarding district based elections, please contact
City Clerk Linda Reid at lindar@cityofbuellton.com

Household Hazardous Waste Round-Up
Where: The Buellton Wastewater Treatment Plant
79 Industrial Way, Buellton
Time: 9 am – 1 pm
2021 Dates:
August 7, 2021
November 6, 2021

Bulky Waste Pick Up
Large bulky-item clean-ups can be scheduled up
to four times per year and are available on the FIRST
TUESDAY OF EACH MONTH.
Please call to schedule by the Friday before the
scheduled clean-up. If you don’t schedule a pickup
they WILL NOT PICK UP!
To Schedule call 805-963-1852







All items must be brought to the curbside by 6 am on the
day of the pickup or the night before.
All items must be generated from the address we are collecting from.
Loose items must be bagged, boxed or bundled.
Green waste needs to be bundled. No waste from professional tree trimming.
We must be notified of any items that exceed 5 feet in
length or 60 lbs so we can send correct vehicle. (There is
no size or weight limits on items).
Construction and remodel material is not acceptable.

STORMWATER TIPS—JUNE 2021

Did you know picking up after your pet can
help prevent storm water pollution? This is
what happens when you don’t “scoop the
poop”:
 Pet waste left on the ground doesn’t decompose quickly – it stays in the environment and can cause problems, besides the
ones like stepping in it.
 Just one gram of dog waste contains millions of bacteria. It can also contain pathogens like giardia, salmonella, and campylobacter, which cause serious illness in humans.
 During rainfall, pet waste left on lawns, parks, trails, and sidewalks washes into storm drains and eventually local water bodies,
like the Santa Ynez River.
This can also cause problems for aquatic plant and animal communities and treating drinking water.
Pet waste is one of the many contributors of stormwater pollution that
can degrade water quality.
All pet waste needs to be tossed into the trash, even when you pick it
up with biodegradable bags.
Thank you for protecting local water quality and keeping Buellton
clean by picking up after your pets! For more storm water resources
or to report observed storm water pollution, visit the City’s website:
https://www.cityofbuellton.com/departments/stormwater-
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