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CITY OF BUELLTON 
Special City Council Agenda Staff Report 

 
City Manager Review:  MPB 

Council Agenda Item No.:         2 
        

 
To:    The Honorable Mayor and City Council 
 
From:    City Attorney, Greg Murphy 
 
Meeting Date: November 8, 2018 

 
Subject: Resolution No. 18-22 – “A Resolution of the City Council of the 

City of Buellton, California, Establishing Its Intention to Comply 
With Elections Code Section 10010(e)(3)(A)” 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
BACKGROUND 

 
On September 28, 2018, Kevin I. Shenkman of the law firm Shenkman & Hughes 
(“Shenkman”) sent a letter to the City of Buellton alleging certain violations of the 
California Voting Rights Act.  Shenkman has successfully sued cities based on similar 
allegations and has issued similar letters to dozens of cities throughout the State of 
California.  The City Attorney’s Office has reviewed the allegations and the City’s 
options, one of which is the adoption of a resolution to change the City’s election from an 
at-large voting system to a by-district voting system.  The City Attorney will verbally 
present the matter to the City Council and will offer for discussion and potential adoption 
a resolution that would comply with Elections Code section 10010, a recently-modified 
part of the California Voting Rights Act.  If adopted, that resolution would begin the 
City’s transition to a by-district voting system. 

 
FISCAL IMPACT 
 

Uncertain.  There will be a cost to undertake the transition, including the hiring of a 
demographer, the holding of several public hearings, and the setting of district 
boundaries.  There is also a potential cost to not undertaking the transition, which will be 
detailed in full by the City Attorney. 

 
RECOMMENDATION 

 
That the City Council discuss the Shenkman letter and the potential change to a by-
district voting system.  If such a change is desired, that the City Council adopt a 
resolution to that effect. 
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