
 
 

CITY OF BUELLTON 
 

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA 
Regular Meeting of October 8, 2015 at 6:00 p.m. 
City Council Chambers, 140 West Highway 246 

Buellton, California 
 

Materials related to an item on this agenda, as well as materials submitted to the City Council after 
distribution of the agenda packet, are available for public inspection in the Office of the City Clerk, located 
at 107 West Highway 246, during normal business hours. 

 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
 Mayor Holly Sierra 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
ROLL CALL 
 

Council Members Dan Baumann, John Connolly, Leo Elovitz, Vice Mayor Ed Andrisek, 
and Mayor Holly Sierra 

 
REORDERING OF AGENDA 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS          

Speaker Slip to be completed and turned in to the City Clerk prior to commencement of meeting. Any person may 
address the Council on any subject pertaining to City business, including all items on the agenda not listed as a Public 
Hearing, including the Consent Agenda and Closed Session.  Limited to three (3) minutes per speaker.  By law, no 
action may be taken at this meeting on matters raised during Public Comments not included on this agenda. 

 
CONSENT CALENDAR               (ACTION) 

The following items are considered routine and non-controversial and are scheduled for consideration as a group.  Any 
Council Member, the City Attorney, or the City Manager may request that an item be withdrawn from the Consent 
Agenda to allow for full discussion. Members of the Public may speak on Consent Agenda items during the Public 
Comment period. 

 
1. Minutes of September 24, 2015 Regular City Council Meeting 
 
2. List of Claims to be Approved and Ratified for Payment to Date for Fiscal Year 

2015-16 
 
PRESENTATIONS 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS               
          
COUNCIL MEMBER COMMENTS 
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COUNCIL ITEMS 
 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 

Written communications are included in the agenda packets.  Any Council Member, the City Manager or 
City Attorney may request that a written communication be read into the record. 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS  
This Agenda listing is the opportunity for Council Members to give verbal Committee Reports on any 
meetings recently held for which the Council Members are the City representatives thereto. 
 

BUSINESS ITEMS                                          (POSSIBLE ACTION)                    
 

3. Consideration of Appointment to the Planning Commission  
 (Staff Contact: City Manager Marc Bierdzinski) 

 
4. Resolution No. 15-25 – “A Resolution of the City Council of the City of Buellton, 

California, Supporting the Redesignation of the Santa Barbara Regional Recycling 
Market Development Zone as a Recycling Market Redevelopment Zone Due to an 
Increase in Boundaries” 
 (Staff Contact: Public Works Director Rose Hess) 

 
5. Discussion Regarding the City’s Vehicle Use Policy 

 (Staff Contact: City Manager Marc Bierdzinski) 
 

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT        
 
CLOSED SESSION ITEMS             (POSSIBLE ACTION) 
 
6. Closed Session - California Government Code Section 54957 regarding: 

PUBLIC EMPLOYEE PERFORMANCE EVALUATION (SIX MONTH REVIEW) 
Title:  City Manager 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
 

The next meeting of the City Council will be held on Thursday, October 22, 2015 at 6:00 
p.m. 
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City Manager Review:  MPB 

Council Agenda Item No.:        1 
 

 
CITY OF BUELLTON 

 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
Regular Meeting of September 24, 2015 

City Council Chambers, 140 West Highway 246 
Buellton, California 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
 Mayor Holly Sierra called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
ROLL CALL 
 

Present: Council Members Dan Baumann, Leo Elovitz, and Mayor Holly 
Sierra 

 
Excused Absence: Vice Mayor Ed Andrisek 
 
Via Telephone: Council Member John Connolly (400 J Avenue, Building 1604, 

Room 2724, Wichita Falls, Texas) 
 
Staff: City Manager Marc Bierdzinski, City Attorney Steve McEwen, 

Finance Director Carolyn Galloway-Cooper, Station Commander 
Lt. Shawn O’Grady, Assistant City Engineer Kent Yankee, and 
City Clerk Linda Reid 

 
REORDERING OF AGENDA 

 
None 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
Sue Schwartz, Buellton, announced that the Friends of the Library are sponsoring an Ice 
Cream Social on October 3 and provided flyers for the public. 

CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
1. Minutes of September 10, 2015 Regular City Council Meeting 
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2. List of Claims to be Approved and Ratified for Payment to Date for Fiscal Year 
2015-16 
 

3. Revenue and Expenditure Reports through August 31, 2015 
 

MOTION: 
Motion by Council Member Elovitz, seconded by Council Member Baumann, approving 
Consent Calendar Items 1 through 3 as listed. 
 
VOTE: 
Motion passed by a roll call vote of 4-0. 
Council Member Baumann - Yes 
Council Member Connolly - Yes 
Council Member Elovitz - Yes 
Mayor Sierra – Yes  
 

PRESENTATIONS 
 
4. Proclamation Recognizing September as National Recovery Month  

 
Mary Conway, Coalition Director for Santa Ynez Valley People Helping People accepted 
the proclamation regarding National Recovery Month and thanked the Council for their 
support. 
 

5. Proclamation Recognizing the 125th Anniversary of the National Society Daughters 
of the American Revolution  
 
Judy Francia accepted the proclamation celebrating the 125th anniversary of the National 
Society Daughters of the American Revolution. 
 

PUBLIC HEARINGS      

 None 
 
COUNCIL MEMBER COMMENTS/ITEMS 
 
 Council Member Elovitz requested an update regarding the Redevelopment Agency 

lawsuit.  He also requested an update regarding the City’s Medical Marijuana Ordinance 
to ensure it is in compliance with new state law.  

 
 Council Member Baumann stated that the traffic lights on Highway 246 are not in sync.  

Lt. O’Grady stated he’s contacted the Buellton CHP office and Caltrans and they are 
working to resolve the issue. Mr. Baumann also stated that Flying Flags RV Resort is 
hosting the Vintage RV Bash this Saturday from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  

 
 Mayor Sierra announced that Supervisor Farr has combined the north and south County 

Senior Advisory Boards and they are meeting at the Buellton Senior Center. 
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 Mayor Sierra asked when the use of City vehicles will be placed on the agenda for 
discussion.  City Manager Bierdzinski stated it will be on the October 8 agenda. 

 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 
  

None 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Mayor Sierra announced that she attended the board meeting for Santa Barbara County 
Association of Governments (SBCAG) and provided an oral report regarding the 
meeting. 

 
BUSINESS ITEMS 
 

6. Resolution No. 15-24 – “A Resolution of the City Council of the City of Buellton, 
California, Regarding Parking Restrictions on West Highway 246 at Valley Station 
Drive” 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
That the City Council approve Resolution No. 15-24. 
 
STAFF REPORT: 
Assistant City Engineer Kent Yankee presented the staff report. 
 
DOCUMENTS: 
Staff Report with attachments as listed in the staff report. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
The City Council discussed the following issues: 

 Types of vehicles parking on Highway 246 
 Addressing other parking restrictions on Highway 246 

 
MOTION: 
Motion by Council Member Elovitz, seconded by Council Member Baumann, approving 
Resolution No. 15-24 – “A Resolution of the City Council of the City of Buellton, 
California, Regarding Parking Restrictions on West Highway 246 at Valley Station 
Drive” 

 
VOTE: 
Motion passed by a roll call vote of 4-0. 
Council Member Baumann - Yes 
Council Member Connolly - Yes 
Council Member Elovitz - Yes 
Mayor Sierra – Yes  
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CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 
 

City Manager Bierdzinski provided an informational report to the City Council.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 

 
Mayor Sierra adjourned the regular meeting at 6:26 p.m. The next regular meeting of the 
City Council will be held on Thursday, October 8, 2015 at 6:00 p.m.    

 
 
 

_________________________________ 
Holly Sierra 

Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Linda Reid 
City Clerk 
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CITY OF BUELLTON 
City Council Agenda Staff Report 

  
 City Manager Review:  MPB 

Council Agenda Item No.:         3 
 
To:                                     The Honorable Mayor and City Council 
  
From:    Marc Bierdzinski, City Manager 
  
Meeting Date: October 8, 2015 

  
Subject:  Consideration of Appointment to the Planning Commission  
 _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
BACKGROUND 
  

Planning Commissioner Lisa Figueroa resigned from the Planning Commission on 
September 3, 2015, due to her relocating outside the City of Buellton.  Her term expires 
December 2016.  It would be appropriate for the Council to appoint a Planning 
Commission Member to fill Ms. Figueroa’s term until it becomes available again in 
December 2016.  Attachment 1 defines Buellton Municipal Code Section 2.36, Planning 
Commission. 
 
The City has advertised through the Santa Ynez Valley News and has posted in public 
places in the community a notice soliciting letters of interest pertaining to the Planning 
Commission opening.  Staff received three applications for the open position from: Darin 
Biamonte, Patty Hammel, and Dan Heedy.  Their applications are attached as Attachment 
2.  
 

FISCAL IMPACT 
   

The appointments to the Planning Commission will not have any fiscal impact on the 
City. 

  
RECOMMENDATION 
 

That the City Council conduct interviews of applicants and make an appointment to the 
Planning Commission with the term of office expiring December 2016.   

 
ATTACHMENTS 
  

Attachment 1 - Buellton Municipal Code Chapter 2.36: “Planning Commission” 
Attachment 2 – Planning Commission Applications 
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Buellton Municipal Code
Up Previous Next Main Collapse Search Print No Frames
Title 2 ADMINISTRATION AND PERSONNEL

Chapter 2.36 PLANNING COMMISSION 

2.36.010 Created.

        There is created a planning commission for the city. It shall consist of five members, appointed in the 
manner and for the terms prescribed in Section 2.28.010 of this code, provided, however, that whenever an 
appointment is made to fill a vacancy or removal on the commission after the commencement of a 
commissioner’s term, the term of the commissioner appointed to fill such vacancy or removal shall be for the 
balance of the unexpired term of the commissioner leaving or removed from the commission. (Ord. 97-01 § 2
(A), 1997: Ord. 92-20 § 2, 1992)

2.36.020 City planning commission—General jurisdiction and functions.

        A.    The planning commission for the city, as created and described in Section 2.36.010 of this code 
shall perform all functions and take all actions designated in the development code of the county of Santa 
Barbara, which has been adopted by the city, for the planning commission and for the planning commission 
subcommittee. In addition, with the exception of decisions on lot line adjustments and certificates of 
compliance, all discretionary decisions designated in the development code to be made by the planning officer 
or other officers or offices shall be made by the planning commission of the city. Further, the planning 
commission shall review and the city council shall act upon all requests for planned residential developments, 
subject to all other applicable provisions of the city’s ordinances.

        B.     The provisions of this section relating to the city planning commission shall become effective on 
August 27, 1992. (Ord. 92-20 § 2, 1992; prior code § 2.18.015)

2.36.030 Compensation of planning commissioners.

        The members of the planning commission shall each receive compensation payable out of the general 
fund of the city, provided adequate funds have been budgeted therefor in the sum of one hundred dollars 
($100.00) per month. The compensation prescribed in this chapter shall be exclusive of any amounts payable 
to each member of the commission as a reimbursement for the actual and necessary expenses authorized by 
the city council and incurred in the performance of official duties for the city. (Ord. 93-14, 1993; prior code § 
2.18.016)

2.36.040 Chair—Committees—Staff.

        Designation of chairpersons for the commission shall be governed by Section 2.28.050 of this code. The 
commission shall be authorized to appoint and fix the membership of such number of standing and temporary 
committees as it may find expedient for the performance of its duties. The city manager may appoint an 
executive secretary and other staff and provide such compensation for their services as may be authorized by 
the city council and by the annual city budget of expenditures. (Prior code § 2.18.020)

2.36.050 Meetings—Rules of procedure.

Page 1 of 2Chapter 2.36 PLANNING COMMISSION
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        The commission shall hold at least one regular meeting each month at such time, date and place 
designated by the commission. Special meetings may be called by the chair or a majority of the commission, 
provided notice has been given to all members at least twenty-four (24) hours prior to the meeting. A majority 
of commissioners shall constitute a quorum. (Prior code § 2.18.030)

2.36.060 Functions, powers and duties.

        The functions, powers and duties of the planning commission shall be all those functions, powers and 
duties of a planning commission and board of zoning adjustment as provided in Chapters 3 and 4 of Title 7 
commencing with Section 65100 of the Government Code of the state (the planning and zoning law), as the 
same may be hereafter amended. The planning commission shall perform such other duties and functions as 
may be designated by the city council. (Prior code § 2.18.040)

2.36.070 Rules—Records and meetings.

        The planning commission shall adopt rules for the transaction of business, shall keep a public record of 
its resolutions, transactions, findings and determinations, and shall hold at least one regular meeting each 
month. Minutes of the planning commission meetings shall be filed with the city clerk. (Prior code § 2.18.050)

View the mobile version.
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CITY OF BUELLTON 
City Council Agenda Staff Report 

 
 City Manager Review:  MPB 

Council Agenda Item No.:         4 
 
 
To: The Honorable Mayor and City Council 
 
From: Rose Hess, Public Works Director 
 
Meeting Date: October 8, 2015 
  
Subject: Resolution No. 15-25 “A Resolution of the City Council of the 

City of Buellton, California, Supporting the Redesignation of the 
Santa Barbara Regional Recycling Market Development Zone as a 
Recycling Market Redevelopment Zone Due to an Increase in 
Boundaries” 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
BACKGROUND 

The Santa Barbara Regional Recycling Market Development Zone (RMDZ) was 
originally established on January 24, 1996, and represented one of 40 RMDZs across 
California.  The California Integrated Waste Management Board (CIWMB)(now known 
as CalRecycle) approved the renewal of its designation in 2006 and is set for renewal in 
January 2016. The agencies originally part of the Santa Barbara Regional RMDZ 
(SBRRMDZ) are the Cities of Santa Barbara, Lompoc, Santa Maria and the County of 
Santa Barbara. 
 
The City of Buellton (and also the City of Goleta) expressed an interest in joining the 
SBRRMDZ, which would benefit the local business community.  Staff has been working 
with the Resource Recovery & Waste Management Division (RRWMD) of the County 
Public Works Department in this regard.  The County is submitting an application to 
renew the designation of the SBRRMDZ in addition to expanding the Zone to include 
Buellton and Goleta.  Upon CalRecycle’s approval in December 2015, the SBRRMDZ’s 
renewal designation date will change to that month and expire 10 years from that date. 
 
The RMDZ program combines economic development with solid waste recycling by 
offering low-interest loans and other forms of assistance to manufacturers that use 
recycled materials to make new products or as a source for other companies to make new 
products.  It fosters markets for recycled materials, helps divert materials from being 
disposed in local landfills, helps startup businesses and existing businesses expand, and 
creates jobs.  Renewing the designation for the SBRRMDZ will enable the SBRRMDZ to 
continue offering these incentives to manufacturers in its member jurisdictions. 
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The CIWMB established the RMDZ program to offer incentives to manufacturers in a 
RMDZ that use: 

 Recycled materials to make new products; or 
 Prevent or reduce their manufacturing waste; or 
 Add value to a finished product for reuse by reconditioning, reprocessing, 

repairing, washing, or manufacturing. 
 

Under the RMDZ program, up to $2 million may be borrowed (up to $1 million for 
property acquisition) or 75 percent of a project’s costs, whichever is less.  CalRecycle 
establishes the fixed interest rate every six months, and the rate may not be lower than 
four percent.  The maximum loan term is 10 years, or 15 years if secured by commercial 
real estate.  Projects in the categories of waste prevention, reuse, and 
recycling/composting/anaerobic digestion are eligible. 
 
The loan funds may be used for: 
 

 Purchasing machinery or equipment; 
 Acquiring property; 
 Making property improvements (at least 25 percent of the costs have to be used 

for sustainable building products and services); and 
 Providing working capital 

 
Manufacturers participating in the program can also receive other types of assistance 
from member jurisdictions, as well as CalRecycle. 
 
Beginning in January 2016, RRWMD will contract with the Santa Maria Valley Chamber 
of Commerce (SMVCC) to serve as the Zone Administrator.  As Zone Administrator, the 
SMVCC will: 
 

 Attend the semiannual Zone Works Training Workshops sponsored by 
CalRecycle; 

 Apply for and use the Zone Incentive Funds (ZIF) allocated to each RMDZ to 
attend the Zone Works Training Workshops and to market and promote the 
RMDZ program in general and the SBRRMDZ specifically; 

 Respond to inquiries from manufacturers in the member jurisdictions regarding 
the RMDZ program;  

 Provide technical assistance, such as locating a site or property, identifying 
sources of recycled materials for use in manufacturing, marketing recycled-
content products, and identifying other potential funding sources; and 

 Prepare the RMDZ Annual Report for submittal to CalRecycle. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT 

The cost for the City of Buellton to participate in the SBRRMDZ is approximately $200 
per year and has been included in the FY 15/16 Budget.   
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RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends that the City Council consider adoption of Resolution No. 15-25 - “A 
Resolution of the City Council of the City of Buellton, California, Supporting the 
Redesignation of the Santa Barbara Regional Recycling Market Development Zone as a 
Recycling Market Redevelopment Zone Due to an Increase in Boundaries” and authorize 
the City Manager or his designee to continue coordination with County Staff. 
 

ATTACHMENT 
 

Resolution No. 15-25 
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RESOLUTION NO. 15-25 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF BUELLTON, CALIFORNIA, SUPPORTING THE 
REDESIGNATION OF THE SANTA BARBARA 
REGIONAL RECYCLING MARKET DEVELOPMENT 
ZONE AS A RECYCLING MARKET DEVELOPMENT 
ZONE DUE TO AN INCREASE IN BOUNDARIES 

 
 WHEREAS, California Public Resources Code Section 42010, et al. provides for the 
establishment of the Recycling Market Development Zone (RMDZ) program throughout the 
State which provides incentives to stimulate development of post-consumer and secondary 
materials markets for recyclables; and,  
 
 WHEREAS, all California jurisdictions must meet a 50% reduction in landfill waste 
disposal as mandated by the California Integrated Waste Management Act; and  
 
  WHEREAS, the Santa Barbara Regional RMDZ includes designated areas in the cities 
of Santa Barbara, Lompoc, Santa Maria, Buellton, Goleta, and Santa Barbara County; and,  
 
 WHEREAS, the Santa Barbara Regional RMDZ is dedicated to establishing, sustaining 
and expanding recycling-based manufacturing businesses, which is essential for market 
development and to assist these jurisdictions in meeting the established landfill waste reduction 
goals; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Buellton  desires existing and new recycling-based 
manufacturing businesses located within the City to be eligible for the technical and financial 
incentives associated with the RMDZ program; and  
 

WHEREAS, the addition of Buellton to the Santa Barbara Regional RMDZ is necessary 
to facilitate local and regional planning, coordination, and support existing recycling-based 
manufacturing businesses, as well as attract private sector recycling investments to the RMDZ; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the continued development of local markets for recycled materials would 
reduce the need to transport them out of the region in the future; and 
 

WHEREAS, the current and proposed waste management practices and conditions are 
favorable to the development of post-consumer and secondary waste materials markets; and  

 
WHEREAS, the California Legislature has defined environmental justice as "the fair 

treatment of people of all races, cultures, and incomes with respect to the development, adoption, 
implementation, and enforcement of environmental laws, regulations, and policies" [Government 
Code section 65040.12(e)], and has directed the California Environmental Protection Agency to 
conduct its programs, policies, and activities that substantially affect human health or the 
environment in a manner that ensures the fair treatment of people of all races, cultures, and 
income levels, including minority populations and low-income populations of the state [Public 
Resources Code section 71110(a)]; and  
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WHEREAS, CalRecycle has adopted a goal to continuously integrate environmental 

justice concerns into all of its programs and activities; and 
 
WHEREAS, cities of Santa Barbara, Lompoc, Santa Maria, Buellton, Goleta, and  the 

County of Santa Barbara have agreed to submit an application to CalRecycle requesting the 
redesignation of  the Santa Barbara Regional Recycling Market Development Zone due to a 
change in boundaries; and    

 
WHEREAS, the County of Santa Barbara has agreed to act as Lead Agency for the 

proposed redesignation; and   
 
WHEREAS, in accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), the 

County of Santa Barbara has determined that this redesignation is exempt from CEQA; and  
 
WHEREAS, the City of Buellton finds there are no grounds for the City of Buellton to 

assume the Lead Agency role or to prepare an environmental document; and 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of 
Buellton does hereby resolve, determine, and order as follows: 
 

SECTION 1.  The County of Santa Barbara will administer the RMDZ program in a 
manner that seeks to ensure the fair treatment of people of all races, cultures and incomes, 
including but not limited to soliciting public participation in all communities within the RMDZ, 
including minority and low income populations.  

 
SECTION 2.  The City Council hereby approves the redesignation of the Santa Barbara 

Regional Recycling Market Development Zone as a RMDZ and directs the County of Santa 
Barbara Public Works Director or his or her designee to submit an application to CalRecycle, 
requesting redesignation of the Santa Barbara Regional RMDZ as a RMDZ, which includes the 
cities of Santa Barbara, Lompoc, Santa Maria, Buellton, Goleta, and the County of Santa 
Barbara. 

 
SECTION 3.  The City Clerk shall certify to the adoption of this Resolution.   
 
PASSED, APPROVED and ADOPTED this 8th day of October, 2015. 

 
    

_________________________________ 
    Holly Sierra 

          Mayor  
ATTEST: 
 
 
__________________________________  
Linda Reid 
City Clerk 
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CITY OF BUELLTON 
City Council Agenda Staff Report 

 
City Manager Review:  MPB 

Council Agenda Item No.:         5 
          

  
To: The Honorable Mayor and City Council 
  
From:    Marc Bierdzinski, City Manager 
 
Meeting Date: October 8, 2015 
 
Subject: Discussion Regarding the City’s Vehicle Use Policy 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
BACKGROUND 
 

The City Council requested a discussion of the City’s vehicle use policy. Our insurance 
carrier, the California Joint Powers Insurance Authority (CJPIA), identifies the following 
authorized uses of City-owned vehicles: 
 
1. Vehicles kept overnight at Agency facilities, assigned for use on a shared or 

designated basis for daily Agency business.  Personal use is expressly prohibited. 
 
2. Vehicles assigned to managers on a permanent basis, used for daily commuting to 

and from the Agency. According to the Internal Revenue Service, commuting to 
and from work and other incidental personal usage is not official use, and reported 
as taxable income. 

 
3. Vehicles for emergency or on-call use, authorized for use to and from work to 

respond on a 24-hour basis. Employees authorized to operate emergency or on-
call vehicles may make reasonable, but limited stops before and after work shifts 
for traveling to and from work. 

 
All of the above uses of City owned vehicles are acceptable to the CJPIA with regard to 
liability concerns and are the standards that the City follows. 
 
It is fairly standard across the State for Department Heads to be assigned a City vehicle or 
receive a car allowance for use of their personal vehicle. The City Manager receives a car 
allowance for use of his vehicle within the tri-counties region. Employees are expected to 
use City vehicles during the course of City business with incidental personal trips as 
noted above.    
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The Durango and Captiva fall under the first category noted above and are pool vehicles 
that are open to all employees for conducting City business. The Fusion is also available 
as a pool car when needed. 
The Fusion is assigned to a Department Head (City Clerk/HR Director) who also serves 
as the City’s Emergency Response Coordinator (ERC). The ERC lives in town and is the 
first person to respond if the Emergency Operations Center needs to be activated or if 
monitoring of an emergency situation is required.  She also responds to alarms at City 
Hall. 
 
The Traverse is assigned to the Public Works Director/City Engineer for 24/7 response to 
emergencies, including alarms at the City’s Wastewater Treatment Plant and water 
production and distribution facilities. 
 
Public Works vehicles are assigned to Public Works field staff and are all available for 
24/7 emergency call outs. The weekend on-call public works employee has his vehicle 
with him for immediate call out.  Other public works employees are also permitted to 
take their vehicle home.  However, not all employees take their City vehicles home on a 
regular basis.     
   
The community expects and relies on the City to respond in a timely manner to 
emergencies. Making City vehicles available 24/7 to the ERC, the Public Works 
Director/City Engineer, and the Public Works field employees allows a timely response 
to emergencies. The following are examples of why 24/7 use of the City vehicles is 
warranted for the above staff. 
 

 The ERC, Public Works Director/City Engineer, and Public Works employees 
are able to respond in the event of a major disaster, such as an earthquake, that 
has the strong possibility of making access to personal vehicles in a garage 
unavailable, and also making roadways impassable so access to Public Works 
vehicles stored in a single location could be compromised. If the City 
employees have their City vehicles with them, then the Emergency Operations 
Center can be activated and employees can respond directly to where they are 
needed as opposed to trying to access their vehicles. Time is of the essence in 
a disaster and emergency response personnel need to move quickly and have 
their vehicles with them.  

 In the event of a local emergency, such as a water line break or an issue with a 
well or the water supply, a rapid response is required by more than the one on-
call employee. If a Public Works vehicle is stored at the City yard, an 
employee may have to drive past the emergency to get his vehicle and then go 
back to the situation wasting precious time. 

 Recently, a fire broke out on the weekend, just south of Buellton and was 
determined to be a major event.  I contacted the ERC and asked her to go to 
City Hall and get the City’s fire radio so she could monitor the situation. The 
ERC responded in the City vehicle to City Hall to monitor the event. That is 
an appropriate emergency response use of a City vehicle.         
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City employees do not abuse the use of City vehicles and they are not used for personal 
use. Incidental personal use is permitted as noted above and includes rest breaks, lunch 
breaks, and making incidental stops while the vehicle is being used on City business. All 
employees who use a City vehicle to commute have a log book to account for their 
mileage to report to the IRS on an annual basis. I have made it clear on what the policy is 
for City vehicle use and this policy is not new. In fact, it has been a standing policy for 
many years.  Employees also know that when they drive a City vehicle, they are in the 
course and scope of business and if they were to be involved in an incident or accident, 
they would likely be called to testify about their use of the City vehicle both during 
discovery and at trial.   
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 

Staff recommends that the current policy remain in place regarding the use of City 
vehicles. 
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