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City Council Meeting Agenda                          Page 2                     March 14, 2019                                     

 

CONSENT CALENDAR               (ACTION) 
The following items are considered routine and non-controversial and are scheduled for consideration as a group.  Any 
Council Member, the City Attorney, or the City Manager may request that an item be withdrawn from the Consent 
Agenda to allow for full discussion. Members of the Public may speak on Consent Agenda items during the Public 
Comment period. 

 
1. Minutes of February 28, 2019 Regular City Council Meeting 
 
2. List of Claims to be Approved and Ratified for Payment to Date for Fiscal Year 

2018/19 
 
PRESENTATIONS 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS               
  
COUNCIL MEMBER COMMENTS/ITEMS 
 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 

Written communications are included in the agenda packets.  Any Council Member, the City Manager, or 
City Attorney may request that a written communication be read into the record. 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS  
This Agenda listing is the opportunity for Council Members to give verbal Committee Reports on any 
meetings recently held for which the Council Members are the City representatives thereto. 
 

BUSINESS ITEMS                     (POSSIBLE ACTION)  
 
 
3. Approval of One-Year Contract Extensions for MNS Engineers Inc. and Tetra 

Tech, Inc. 
 (Staff Contact: Public Works Director Rose Hess) 

 
4. Mid-Year Progress Report from the Buellton Visitors Bureau for the Period July 

2018 through December 2018 
 (Staff Contact: City Manager Marc Bierdzinski) 

 
5. Review and Direction to Staff Regarding Avenue of Flags Median Two Design Plan  

 (Staff Contact: Public Works Director Rose Hess) 
 
6. Review and Direction to Staff Regarding Draft Environmental Impact Report for   

Proposed Plains Replacement Pipeline Project 
 (Staff Contact: Planning Director Andrea Keefer) 

 
CITY MANAGER’S REPORT     
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City Council Meeting Agenda                          Page 3                     March 14, 2019                                     

 

CLOSED SESSION ITEMS                        (POSSIBLE ACTION) 

7. Closed Session Pursuant to Government Code Section 54957(b)(1):  
PUBLIC EMPLOYEE APPOINTMENT 
Title: City Manager 

 
ADJOURNMENT 

The next regular meeting of the City Council will be held on Thursday, March 28, 2019 
at 6:00 p.m.   
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City Manager Review:  MPB 

Council Agenda Item No.:        1 
 

CITY OF BUELLTON 
 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
Regular Meeting of February 28, 2019 

City Council Chambers, 140 West Highway 246 
Buellton, California 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
 Mayor Sierra called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
ROLL CALL 
 

Present: Council Members Dave King, Art Mercado, and John Sanchez, 
Vice Mayor Ed Andrisek and Mayor Holly Sierra 

 
Staff: City Manager Marc Bierdzinski, City Attorney Greg Murphy, 

Public Works Director Rose Hess, Finance Director Shannel 
Zamora, Planning Director Andrea Keefer, Lt. Eddie Hsueh, and 
City Clerk Linda Reid 

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 
Caroline Abate, spoke in support of President Trump. 

John Dorwin, Buellton, spoke in support of Citizens for Pedestrian Access and requested 
that staff update the Circulation Element of the General Plan.  

CONSENT CALENDAR 

1. Minutes of February 14, 2019 Regular City Council Meeting 
 
2. List of Claims to be Approved/ Ratified for Payment to Date for Fiscal Year 2018/19 

 
3. Monthly Treasurer’s Report - January 31, 2019 

 
4. Acceptance of City of Buellton Transportation Development Act (TDA) Fund 

Financial Statements for Years Ended June 30, 2018 and 2017 with Independent 
Auditor’s Report 
 

5. Resolution No. 19-04 – “A Resolution of the City Council of the City of Buellton, 
California, Revising Staff Salary Schedule” 
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MOTION: 
Motion by Vice Mayor Andrisek, seconded by Council Member Mercado, approving 
Consent Calendar Items 1 through 5 as listed.  
 
VOTE: 
Motion passed by a roll call vote of 5-0. 
Council Member King – Yes 
Council Member Mercado – Yes 
Council Member Sanchez - Yes 
Vice Mayor Andrisek – Yes  
Mayor Sierra – Yes  

PRESENTATIONS 
 

6. Proclamation Honoring the Santa Ynez Valley Humane Society 

Mayor Sierra presented Bob Jennings, President of the Santa Ynez Valley Humane 
Society and staff members with a proclamation honoring their work in the Valley.  Mr. 
Jennings accepted the proclamation on behalf of the Santa Ynez Valley Humane Society 
and thanked the City Council for their support. 

 
PUBLIC HEARINGS     

None 

COUNCIL MEMBER COMMENTS/ITEMS 
 
Council Member Sanchez stated he assisted Endelos Energy with installation of a solar 
light on a flag pole on the Avenue of Flags but the light shut off at 4:00 a.m., so the flag 
was removed until a different light could be installed.  
 
Vice Mayor Andrisek stated the lights on the Avenue of Flags are not working and 
requested that staff contact PG&E for an update.  Public Works Director Hess stated that 
PG&E is working to correct the issue. 
 
Mayor Sierra thanked the Buellton Chamber of Commerce and Flying Flags RV Resort 
for hosting the State of the City. 
 
Council Member King requested the status of bringing the design guidelines back for 
Council review.  Planning Director Keefer stated this item is on her list of items to bring 
to Council. 
 

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 
 
 None 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

Council Member Mercado announced that he attended the Buellton Chamber of 
Commerce Board meeting and provided an oral report regarding the meeting.  

Vice Mayor Andrisek announced that he attended the Central Coast Water Authority 
(CCWA) Board Meeting and provided an oral report regarding the meeting. 

Mayor Sierra announced that she attended the Santa Barbara Association of Governments 
Bus Tour and provided an oral report for the record.  

Mayor Sierra announced that she attended a board meeting for Santa Barbara County 
Association of Governments (SBCAG) and provided an oral report regarding the 
meeting. 

BUSINESS ITEMS                     

7. Approval of One-Year Contract Extensions for MNS Engineers Inc. and Tetra 
Tech, Inc. 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
That the City Council approve the additional one-year contract extension for engineering 
services for MNS Engineers, Inc. and Tetra Tech. 

STAFF REPORT: 
Public Works Director Hess presented the staff report. 
 
DOCUMENTS: 
Staff report with attachments as listed in the staff report. 
 
SPEAKERS/DISCUSSION: 
The City Council discussed continuing the item to allow more time to study the billing 
data. 

 
Jeff Edwards, MNS Engineers requested that City Council continue this item to March 14 
rather than March 28. 
 
DIRECTION: 
The City Council agreed by consensus to move this item to the meeting of March 14. 
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8. Resolution No. 19-03 – “A Resolution of the City Council of the City of Buellton, 
California, Adopting the 2019 Santa Barbara County Integrated Regional Water 
Management (IRWM) Plan” 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
That the City Council consider adoption of Resolution No. 19-03. 
 
STAFF REPORT: 
Public Works Director Hess presented the staff report. 
 
DOCUMENTS: 
Staff report with attachments as listed in the staff report. 
 
SPEAKERS/DISCUSSION: 
The City Council asked for a definition of environmental justice and unsheltered 
populations. 
 
MOTION: 
Motion by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Mercado, approving 
Resolution No. 19-03 – “A Resolution of the City Council of the City of Buellton, 
California, Adopting the 2019 Santa Barbara County Integrated Regional Water 
Management (IRWM) Plan” 
 
VOTE: 
Motion passed by a roll call vote of 5-0. 
Council Member King - Yes 
Council Member Mercado – Yes 
Council Member Sanchez - Yes 
Vice Mayor Andrisek - Yes 
Mayor Sierra - Yes 

9. Discussion of Goals and Priorities for Biennial Budget Fiscal Years 2019/20 and 
2020/21 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
That the City Council develop a mission statement, set goals and objectives and identify 
priorities to be included in the Biennial Budget for Fiscal Years 2019-20 and 2020-21. 

STAFF REPORT: 
Finance Director Zamora presented the staff report. 

DOCUMENTS: 
Staff report with attachments as listed in the staff report. 
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SPEAKERS/DISCUSSION: 
 John Dorwin, Buellton, indicated that a study of traffic circulation should be listed as a 

goal for the City Council to pursue.  
 
 Peggy Brierton, Buellton, provided a suggested mission statement and goals for the 

upcoming budget cycle.  
 
 The City Council discussed the following issues: 

 Revised the Mission Statement to read, “Strive to provide the highest quality of 
life for its residents in the most sustainable and efficient manner” 

 Provided the following goals and objectives: 
1. Balanced Budget 
2. Support and fund trails and bike paths 
3. Continue to support economic development  
4. Implement Vision Plan with objective of completing Median 2 on the Avenue 
of Flags 
5. Sound Planning and Development with objectives of a Circulation Element 
update, Highway 246 safety improvements and adopting a complete streets plan 
6. Emergency preparedness with objectives of a City Hall generator, CERT 
classes and emergency lights and generators 
7. Maintain infrastructure and sustainability with objectives of lighting on 
Industrial Way and Central Avenue, maintaining the landscape rebate program 
and looking at drought tolerant landscape standards 
8. Create an arts and culture committee 

DIRECTION:  
The City Council agreed by consensus to direct staff to add the above referenced mission 
statement and goals and objectives in the upcoming Biennial Budget for Fiscal Years 
2019-20 and 2020-21. 

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 
 

City Manager Bierdzinski provided an informational report to the City Council. 

CLOSED SESSION ITEMS      
 
10. Closed Session Pursuant to Government Code Section 54957(b)(1):  

PUBLIC EMPLOYEE APPOINTMENT 
Title: City Manager 
The City Council met in closed session to discuss Item 10.  No reportable action was 
taken. 
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11. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – ANTICIPATED LITIGATION  
Threat of litigation pursuant to Government Code Section 54956.9(d)(2) [Letter 
from Kevin I. Shenkman dated September 28, 2018] 
The City Council met in closed session to discuss Item 11.  No reportable action was 
taken. 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
Mayor Sierra adjourned the regular meeting at 8:45 p.m. The next regular meeting of the 
City Council will be held on Thursday, March 14, 2019 at 6:00 p.m.    

 
 
 

_________________________________ 
Holly Sierra 

 Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Linda Reid 
City Clerk 
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CITY OF BUELLTON 
City Council Agenda Staff Report 

 
City Manager Review:  MPB 

Council Agenda Item No.:         2 
        

To:    The Honorable Mayor and City Council 
 
From:    Shannel Zamora, Finance Director 
 
Meeting Date:  March 14, 2019 

 
Subject: List of Claims to be Approved and Ratified for Payment to Date 

for Fiscal Year 2018/19 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
BACKGROUND 

 
Staff is required to submit a check register to the City Council for approval every council 
meeting for the most recently completed check register (Attachment 1).  
 
The check register for the period 02/20/2019 through 03/05/2019 has been prepared in 
accordance to Government Code 37202 and City Code 3.08.070. The check register lists 
all vendor payments for the specified period above, along with claimant’s name, a brief 
description of the goods or service purchased, amount of demand, check number, check 
date and the account number(s) associated with each payment.  
 
The total amount of checks, 02/20/2019 through 03/05/2019, and electronic fund 
transfers issued for the period of 02/20/2019 through 03/05/2019 was $577,075.44.  
 

FISCAL IMPACT 
 
Payments made to the various vendors were consistent with the approved City’s Biennial 
Budget for FY 2017/18 and FY 2018/19. Cash is available for the payment disbursements 
of the above liabilities.  

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 

That the City Council review and accept the check register for the period 02/20/2019 
through 03/05/2019. 
 

ATTACHMENTS 
 
 Attachment 1 – Claims 
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CITY OF BUELLTON 
City Council Agenda Staff Report 

 
City Manager Review:  MPB 

Council Agenda Item No.:         3 
 
To: The Honorable Mayor and City Council 
 
From: Rose Hess, Director of Public Works 
 
Meeting Date: March 14, 2019 
  
Subject: Approval of One-Year Contract Extensions for MNS Engineers 

Inc. and Tetra Tech, Inc. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

BACKGROUND 

On September 22, 2016, Council awarded contracts for engineering services to MNS 
Engineers and Tetra Tech.  General city engineering services contract was assigned to 
MNS Engineers, Inc. and development, encroachment and utilities plan check/inspection 
services contract was assigned to Tetra Tech. 

The initial contract time period was for two years from December 8, 2016 with the 
Council’s option of three one-year additional contract extensions.  At the November 8, 
2018 Council Meeting, Council directed staff to return with contract amendments for one 
year. This was to allow for approval by a 5-member Council and also to allow time for 
Council to go over any questions with each firm at their convenience. Attachments 1 and 
2 are the Contract amendments for MNS Engineers and Tetra Tech, respectively. Each 
attachment has respective Exhibit A’s, which are the proposed rates for each firm. The 
rates for MNS remain the same as the original contract. The rates for Tetra Tech reflect a 
3% increase from their original contract. 

FISCAL IMPACT 

General city engineering services are funded through the General Fund, Enterprise Funds 
(Water and Sewer), Measure A, Gas Tax, and Grant Funds, as appropriate by project. 
Work provided by MNS Engineers have all been with the project allocations in the 
approved budget.  Development services are provided through developer deposits and are 
charged based on time and materials spent. Utility encroachment permits are partially 
funded by General Fund for costs exceeding their blanket permit fees. Work provided by 
Tetra Tech are covered by the Developer deposits and supplemented by the general fund. 

RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends the City Council approve the additional one-year contract extensions 
for engineering services with MNS Engineers, Inc. and Tetra Tech, Inc. 
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Engineering Services Contract Extension                       Page 2 March 14, 2019 
 

   

ATTACHMENTS 
 

Attachment 1 – MNS Engineers Amendment No. 1 (with Exhibit A - 2018 Rate Sheet) 
Attachment 2 –Tetra Tech Amendment No. 1 (with Exhibit A - 2018 Rate Sheet) 
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AMENDMENT NO.1 TO AGREEMENT 
MNS Engineers, Inc. 

and 
City of Buellton 

 
THIS AMENDMENT NO.1 TO AGREEMENT (the "Amendment") is entered into this 
14th day of March 2019 by and the CITY OF BUELLTON, a California municipal 
corporation ("City"), and MNS Engineers, Inc. ("Consultant"), a corporation duly 
organized and operated under the laws of the State of California. 

 
RECITALS 

 
A. On December 8, 2016, Consultant and the City entered into a Professional 

Services Agreement (the "Agreement") for the purpose of engineering services to 
the City of Buellton. 

 
B. Pursuant to the Agreement, the initial term of the agreement is for a period of two 

(2) years from the date of execution. The City Council has the option to extend 
the contract three additional one (1) year extensions. 

 
C. The City Council finds that extension of the Consultant's agreement appropriate 

in accordance with the purposes set forth in the Agreement. 
 

AMENDMENT 
 

In consideration of the mutual covenants and conditions set forth herein, the City and 
Consultant agree as follows: 
 

1. Exhibit "A" of the Agreement, "SCOPE OF SERVICES/PROPOSAL" is hereby 
amended to add: 

 
"2018/19 Rate Sheet" 

 
2. Except as expressly modified herein, all the terms referenced in this Amendment 

shall have the same meaning as the terms defined in the Agreement. 
 

3. Except as expressly modified by this Amendment, all terms and provisions of the 
Agreement shall remain in full force and effect. 

 
IN WITNESS HEREOF, the parties have executed Amendment No. 1 to the Agreement. 
 

CITY OF BUELLTON 
 

     
Holly Sierra 

Mayor 
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ATTEST: 
 
     
Linda Reid 
City Clerk, CMC 

MNS ENGINEERS, INC. 
 

     
name 

 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
     
Greg Murphy 
City Attorney 
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CITY ENGINEERING SERVICES
CITY OF BUELLTON

ENGINEERING

Principal Engineer (200) $220

Principal Structural Engineer (200) 220

Lead Engineer (190) 200

Supervising Engineer (175) 185

Senior Structural Engineer 185

Senior Project Engineer (160) 170

Structural Engineer 170

Project Engineer (135) 150

Associate Engineer (125) 135

Assistant Engineer 115

Engineering Intern 95

SURVEYING

Principal Surveyor    (190) $200

Supervising Surveyor    (175) 185

Senior Project Surveyor 170

Project Surveyor 150

Senior Land Title Analyst 130

Assistant Project Surveyor 125

Party Chief 140

Chainperson 120

One-Person Survey Crew 180

PROJECT MANAGEMENT

Principal-in-Charge (230) $250

Principal Project Manager (220) 230

Project Manager (185) 200

Project Coordinator 120

CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT

Principal Construction Manager $200

Senior Construction Manager 185

Resident Engineer 170

Structure Representative 160

Construction Manager 150

Assistant Resident Engineer 145

Construction Inspector (PW) 138

Office Engineer 105

TECHNICAL SUPPORT

CADD Manager (120) $140

Senior GIS Analyst 140

GIS Analyst 120

Supervising CADD/Engineering/GIS Technician 120

Senior CADD/Engineering/GIS Technician 110

CADD/Engineering/GIS Technician 100

ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT

Administrative Analyst $110

IT Technician 105

Graphics/Visualization Specialist 95

Administrative Assistant 70

STANDARD SCHEDULE OF FEES
2018-
2019

GOVERNMENT SERVICES

City Engineer (190) $200

Deputy City Engineer (175) 185

Assistant City Engineer (160) 175

Plan Check Engineer (145) 160

Permit Engineer (125) 140

City Inspector 125

City Inspector (PW) 138

Principal Program Manager 200

Senior Program Manager 175

Program Manager 150

Principal Stormwater Specialist 150

Senior Stormwater Specialist (120) 135

Stormwater Specialist (110) 120

Stormwater Technician 110

Principal Environmental Specialist 150

Senior Environmental Specialist (125) 135

Environmental Specialist 115

Environmental Technician 95

Building Official 150

Senior Building Inspector 138

Building Inspector 125

Planning Director 185

Senior City Planner 160

Assistant Planner 145

Senior Grant Writer 160

Grant Writer 135

DIRECT EXPENSES
Use of outside consultants as well as copies, blueprints, survey stakes, monuments, computer plots, telephone, travel (out of area) and all similar charges directly 
connected with the work will be charged at cost plus fifteen percent (15%). Mileage will be charged at the current federal mileage reimbursement rate. Expert Witness 
services will be charged at three (3) times listed rate and will include all time for research, deposition, court appearance and expert testimony, but are not charged as 
part of this proposal. 

PREVAILING WAGE RATES 
Rates shown with Prevailing Wage “(PW)” annotation are used for field work on projects subject to federal or state prevailing wage law.

This fee schedule is proprietary to the City of Buellton only and shall not apply to any 
other jurisdiction. The prices shown in ( ) are the job titles currently in use for the City on 
a regular basis with their associated discounted fees. These reductions are shown next to 

the standard fee schedule rate and are made part of this proposal. In the case where no ( ) is 
shown, it is either because that service is not utilized or prevailing wage is in effect.
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AMENDMENT NO.1 TO AGREEMENT 
Tetra Tech, Inc. 

and 
City of Buellton 

 
THIS AMENDMENT NO.1 TO AGREEMENT (the "Amendment") is entered into this 
14th day of March 2019 by and the CITY OF BUELLTON, a California municipal 
corporation ("City"), and TetraTech ("Consultant"), a corporation duly organized and 
operated under the laws of the State of California. 

 
RECITALS 

 
A. On December 8, 2016, Consultant and the City entered into a Professional 

Services Agreement (the "Agreement") for the purpose of engineering services to 
the City of Buellton. 

 
B. Pursuant to the Agreement, the initial term of the agreement is for a period of two 

(2) years from the date of execution. The City Council has the option to extend 
the contract three additional one (1) year extensions. 

 
C. The City Council finds that extension of the Consultant's agreement appropriate 

in accordance with the purposes set forth in the Agreement. 
 

AMENDMENT 
 

In consideration of the mutual covenants and conditions set forth herein, the City and 
Consultant agree as follows: 
 

1. Exhibit "A" of the Agreement, "SCOPE OF SERVICES/PROPOSAL" is hereby 
amended to add: 

 
"2018/19 Rate Sheet" 

 
2. Except as expressly modified herein, all the terms referenced in this Amendment 

shall have the same meaning as the terms defined in the Agreement. 
 

3. Except as expressly modified by this Amendment, all terms and provisions of the 
Agreement shall remain in full force and effect. 

 
IN WITNESS HEREOF, the parties have executed Amendment No. 1 to the Agreement. 
 

CITY OF BUELLTON 
 

     
Holly Sierra 

Mayor 
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ATTEST: 
 
     
Linda Reid 
City Clerk, CMC 

TETRA TECH 
 

     
name 

 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
     
Greg Murphy 
City Attorney 
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Project Management Construction
Project Manager $169.95 Construction Technician $97.85
QA/QC Manager $180.25 Assistant Construction Manager $139.05
Principal in Charge $226.60 Senior Construction Manager $175.10

Construction Inspector $128.75
Engineers Senior Construction Inspector $149.35

Engineering Technician $87.55
Engineer 1 $103.00 General & Administrative
Engineer 2 $118.45 Project Assistant $87.55
Engineer 3 $128.75 Graphic Artist $133.90
Project Engineer 1 $133.90 Technical Writer $103.00
Project Engineer 2 $144.20
Project Engineer 3 $164.80 Surveyors
Sr Engineer $221.45 Survey Tech $97.85

Scientists / SWPPP Inspectors Survey Associate $123.60
Party Chief $123.60

Scientist 1 $82.40 Licensed Land Surveyor $144.20
Scientist 2 $103.00 Sr. Licensed Land Surveyor $164.80
Scientist 3 $136.99 Two Man Survey Crew $216.30
Sr Scientist $164.80

Designers & Technicians
CAD Designer $97.85
Sr CAD Designer $123.60
GIS Analyst $108.15

Engineering Review / Permit / Inspection Fees:

Encroachment Permits $1,000.00

Blanket Permits $250.00

Storage/Trash Bins $250.00

Driveway Improvements - Residential Widening $500.00

Driveway Improvements - Residential New Driveway $1,000.00

Driveway Improvements - Commercial $250.00

Sidewalk/Drainage (simple scope) 10% of construction cost
Sidewalk/Drainage (large area, complex scope) 10% of construction cost, $200 min.
Underground Utilities (private sewer repairs, etc) T&M
Major Underground Utilities 10% of construction cost, $500 min.
Walls No Fee
Newspaper Racks/Mailboxes $100.00

All other direct costs, such as production, special photography, postage, delivery services, overnight mail, 

printing and any other services performed by subcontractor will be billed at cost plus 15%.

EXHIBIT A
City of Buellton (November 2018)

HOURLY CHARGE RATE AND EXPENSE REIMBURSEMENT SCHEDULE

Development Review: Fees for review and inspection will be based on "Time and Materials" 
and will depend on the size of the development.

NOTE:  Rates subject to change annually. Exhibit A - Buellton_2018-19.xlsxPage 27 of 70
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CITY OF BUELLTON 
City Council Agenda Staff Report 

 
City Manager Review:  MPB 

Council Agenda Item No.:         4 
                

  
To: The Honorable Mayor and City Council 
  
From:    Marc Bierdzinski, City Manager 
 
Meeting Date: March 14, 2019 
 
Subject: Mid-Year Progress Report from the Buellton Visitors Bureau for 

the Period July 2018 through December 2018 
 
BACKGROUND 
 

Attachment 1 is the required six-month progress report on Visitors Bureau activities from 
July 2018 through December 2018, as required by the City’s contract with the Chamber 
of Commerce for operation of the Visitors Bureau. The progress report was posted on the 
City’s website. The Visitors Bureau will be available to answer questions from the City 
Council. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 

That the City Council receive the mid-year progress report from the Buellton Visitors 
Bureau. 

 
ATTACHMENTS 

 
Attachment 1 – July 2018 through December 2018 Mid-Year Report 
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Buellton Visitors Bureau 6 month report (July 2018 – December 2018) 

 

The following report is of the activities that have occurred in the first 6 months of the fiscal year July 1, 

2018 – December 31, 2018. 

Buellton continues to see growth in TOT for the city.  Our lodging properties are all offering a great 

product at competitive rates, making it attractive for our visitors to stay in Buellton.  We are seeing an 

uptick in our TOT month over month for the first part of this fiscal year as well.   

We continue to work with Solutions on 2nd to implement and analyze our marketing strategy and carry 

out our strategic plan.  We worked with our Tourism Marketing Committee to develop a new logo for 

the Visitors Bureau along with a new website using Discover Buellton as the brand name.  The new site 

launched in July and we continue to market the new site as we move forward.   

Solutions on 2nd have taken over the implementation of our social media platforms as well.  We have 

seen our audience increase on all platforms and have increased the engagement rate as well.  Content is 

kept relevant and interesting to keep our followers informed on Buellton and what we have to offer. 

We have continued to work with 360 View PR as our public relations partner.  We are pleased with their 

results and they have brought some high‐level travel writers and media to Buellton.  The results of these 

media visits have been extremely beneficial for Buellton.  We hosted 6 social media influencers who 

enjoyed a couple nights in our local lodging and they spent a couple days exploring Buellton.  To recap 

the coverage we received, they had 19 Instagram posts and 189 Instagram stories (410,000 followers 

overall). They also posted to Twitter and created a blog post as well.  Pea Soup Andersen’s Restaurant 

was named in the top 8 Best Rest Stops in America, which continues to put Buellton on the map.   

We participated in a Social Media Pop up with the Santa Barbara County called Chroma SB.  This took 

place in Glendale at the Galleria Mall and we redesigned a vacant store space into 4 separate 

“Instagrammable” spaces.  The 4 spaces being; Santa Barbara, Santa Ynez Valley, Santa Maria, and 

Goleta.  Our goal was to showcase and promote the unique offerings of each region of the county.  We 

opened with an influencer and trade/press evening and offered giveaways, the next couple of days were 

open to the public for taking photos and posting on Instagram as well as entering for a chance to win a 

trip to SB County.  We also offered hotel packages with participating hotels in each of our regions.  

Overall results were 4,009 in‐store interactions, 31,560 social engagements and over 2.4 million 

impressions. This was a great collaboration on a County level. 

We entered a contract with Madden Media to assist with our Search Engine Marketing (SEM).  With the 

development of a new website, it is important to then market and drive traffic to the new site.  

Solutions on 2nd works very closely with the Madden Media team to ensure we receive the best 
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exposure we can and to discuss edits and strategy moving forward.  We have seen great results with the 

services of Madden Media. 

We continue to market through a variety of platforms such as; digital, print, social media and on an 

individual and cooperative level. 

 

Income / Expenses 

Income received from July – December was $220,833.33 

Expenses incurred from July 1 – December 31 were $208,079.28 

The Visitors Bureau requested additional funding to accommodate for marketing needs and event 

expenses.  An additional amount of $50 thousand was awarded for this fiscal year. 

 

Print / Digital 

We continue to market in print, however we have cut back quite a bit this year due to the need to 

allocate our funds to other areas of our marketing budget.  We’ve put much of our attention into digital 

marketing this year with the build of a new website, the incorporation of the new tools on the site, and 

the SEM to market the new site. 

California Travel Media – This was for an ad placed in California Road Trips which was a cooperative ad 

with the Central Coast Tourism Council highlighting the various destinations throughout the Central 

Coast.  This has a vast distribution and is picked up by travelers both domestic and international. 

Wine Country This Month – This publication highlights the wine industry from Paso Robles to Malibu.  

We have advertised in this guide for some time, highlighting the Buellton wine scene.  We finished up 

our advertising contract with this publication so we could allocate the funds to other marketing areas of 

our budget where we see more trackable results.   

California RV Show – We continue to advertise in the show guide even though we have not attended the 

past couple of years. The CA RV Show is a 10 day show and attracts thousands of people over the course 

of the show. Some are new to camping and some are seasoned campers looking to upgrade their 

motorhomes.  We showcase Flying Flags as a destination resort along with what we have to offer in and 

around Buellton.  Programs are available to all attendees, RV Dealers, and exhibitors upon entering. 

PCPA Theaterfest – We renewed our rack brochure listing with PCPA. We continue to list our website 

and location information for the Buellton Visitors Bureau on their brochure so people visiting the 

theater also know that Buellton is nearby and makes for a great overnight stay.  The distribution is in 

display racks throughout the area, as well as hotels and visitor’s centers.   

Santa Barbara Destination Guide – We have purchased a full‐page ad in the Santa Barbara Visitor 

magazine which includes advertorial and reaches a wide audience.  They distribute over 90k copies, as 

well as having a digital publication on their website.  The guides are also displayed in visitor centers, 

hotels, airports, trade shows, in market and direct mailings.    

DiscoverBuellton.com – We built and launched a new website this year to enhance the visitor experience 

and offer a plethora of information about Buellton.  Now visitors to the site may build an itinerary, view 
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galleries of photos, book hotel rooms, and explore all there is to do.  This was an extensive project that 

took a great deal of time, but the end result has been advantageous to our visitors and Buellton. 

 

 

Social Media / E Marketing 

CrowdRiff – We’ve renewed our contract with CrowdRiff which allows us to glean user generated 

content for our use on our website, in galleries, and social media platforms.   

U‐Trip – This is a tool on our site that allows our users to develop an itinerary by scrolling through 

images or by setting their preferences for various categories.  The system will produce an itinerary based 

off their preferences which the guest can then print it off, share it with others, or make changes as well.  

Visitors who have used this tool spend more time on our site and interact with the site, which indicates 

our visitors will be more likely to come visit us in the future.  We are able to access the back end of this 

tool and see reports as to what our visitors interests are which allows us to know where we can shift our 

marketing or messaging to our audience.   

Facebook, Instagram, Twitter – We are using Solutions on 2nd for our social media needs.  We continue 

to see growth in our followers by posting on a regular basis and keeping our content relevant.  We’ve 

chosen some topics to highlight and themes to post about which also engage our followers.  We find 

that educating our followers about the history, attractions, and all things Buellton through these 

platforms’ sparks interest and conversation.  We can be found on Instagram, Twitter, and Facebook.  

Our followers for Instagram are 2,492, Twitter is 945 followers and Facebook is 2,353.  These all 

continue to grow as we learn more about our audience and continue to bring them relevant content 

about our area. 

Web 

We work with Park Central Web on our website development and maintenance.  Park Central is a local 

company and works closely with our team on troubleshooting and strategizing our site in order to reach 

its fullest potential.   

Graphic Design 

We continue to work with UVA Design Studio for our graphic designs for print, digital, and our website 

graphics as well.   UVA also assists with all of our marketing materials including our trade show booth 

display, Buellton maps, stationary, business cards, and they design the billboard vinyl’s for the 

McMurray Road billboard as well.   

Trade Shows 

The VB will be attending the LA Travel & Adventure Show in February as well as the IPW (International 

Pow Wow) in June.  These shows allow us to meet with the consumer, travel media, as well as tour 

operators and travel agents across the globe.  By taking our brand on the road and into the marketplace, 

we are able to gain great exposure and continue to put Buellton in front of the buyer. 
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Promotional Items 

Our promotional items are used as giveaways at the trade shows we attend as well as to our visiting 

media.  Our PR team also takes them to media missions they attend throughout the year as well. This 

year, with the “straw ban” in Santa Barbara County making the news, we purchased stainless steel 

straws that come in a branded Buellton bag.  We will also continue to update our supply of Buellton 

bags and USB’s for our travel media as our supply gets low.   

Economic Development 

Billboard wrap – We continue to change out the billboard on McMurray Rd which welcomes our visitors 

to Buellton and showcases events taking place in Buellton.  We change this sign out about 4 times a 

year. 

Traffic Counts 

Walk‐ins ‐ July – December 2018 we welcomed and assisted over 1620 visitors who came into our 

visitor’s center.  These visitors are from around the globe and they look to learn more about Buellton 

and what there is to do here.  We often are able to secure a night stay in one of our lodging properties 

once they learn all there is to do. 

Calls & Mailing – July – December 2018 the visitor’s center communicated with, via phone and/or mail 

nearly 900 individuals.  We receive requests from phone calls and also through leads generated through 

our marketing efforts.   

Visitor Welcome Bags – We assembled 338 welcome bags for various groups who stayed with us at one 

of our lodging properties.  This is a service we offer for free to orientate our visitors to our area and 

provide them with useful information during their stay.   

Events 

Avenue of Flags 50th Anniversary – This year we celebrated the 50th Anniversary for the Avenue of Flags.  

We invited Michael Reagan as our guest speaker and were joined by the Buellton Historical Society, the 

local Boy Scouts, VAFB Color Guard, local singers, and guest speakers.  We collected items for the time 

capsule to be opened in another 25 years.  This was a great way to recognize the Avenue and not only 

the history, but also where we are headed.   

Winter Fest – We celebrated another Winter Fest this year with snow, vendors, music, food, and a tree 

lighting.  We continue to welcome visitors from near and far for the festivities and hope to continue to 

grow this event in the future.  We partner with the Buellton Historical Society, Buellton Rec, Buellton 

Chamber of Commerce to make it a memorable day.   

Sponsorships & Donations  

Blind Golf Tournament – This is a tournament held at Zaca Creek Golf Course.  People who are blind or 

have limited vision come to Buellton and spend a few nights in our lodging establishments and they are 

then paired with local golfers to play in a tournament held at Zaca Creek Golf Course.  We’ve supported 

this event as we know it brings in overnight stays and supports our local Golf Course as well.   
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Additional Projects Completed and/or in the process 

Motion Loft Traffic Sensors – We continue to receive data from the 8 sensors installed throughout town 

by using Motion Loft Sensors.  The sensors provide us with up to date traffic counts and allow us to 

analyze traffic patterns at any given time in Buellton.  We are also able to do comparisons and look at 

year over year totals.  This traffic information is important for development and to study the overall 

traffic patterns in Buellton.   

Display Sales Banners for the Avenue – We renewed the banners on the Avenue of Flags and Hwy 246 to 

display various activities our visitors may do in Buellton and we’ve renewed the “Welcome to Buellton” 

banners to celebrate the Avenue Anniversary and the overall American spirit with a Bald Eagle and 

American Flags.   

 

Organizations & Meetings 

Central Coast Tourism Council (CCTC) – The Buellton Visitors Bureau continues to be a member of the 

Central Coast Tourism Council.  Kathy is a Board member and holds the Treasurer position.  This 

organization represents the regions from Monterey/Santa Cruz area to Ventura/Oxnard and the Channel 

Islands.  It is a considered a rural region of California and we work in collaboration with all of the 

members to promote this region to a domestic and international market.  Many relationships are made 

through this organization and opportunities to partner on marketing initiatives are made available to the 

members as well. 

Economic Development Task Force – We continue to meet and discuss the projects along the Avenue 

and next steps with the Specific Plan implementation. 

 

In conclusion, the Buellton Visitors Bureau continues to market Buellton and build the Discover Buellton 

brand.  With our messaging solely focusing on Buellton, we see growth in our audience and Buellton 

continues to grow as a destination.  Our hotel inventory is the best it has been in years and allows us to 

showcase great product catering to all budget levels.  We work closely with our hoteliers to make sure 

they are aware of our efforts and they have been very generous with hosting travel media.   

Through various touch points with our visitors; whether in print, digital, or in person we are building an 

organic audience who either love visiting Buellton or intend to visit soon.  We take pride in marketing 

the City of Buellton and appreciate the opportunity to continue our efforts. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Kathy Vreeland 

Kathy Vreeland, Executive Director 
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CITY OF BUELLTON 
City Council Agenda Staff Report 

 
City Manager Review:  MPB 

Council Agenda Item No.:         5 
  

 
To:    The Honorable Mayor and City Council 
 
From:    Rose Hess, Public Works Director 
 
Meeting Date: March 14, 2019 
   
Subject:   Review and Direction to Staff Regarding Avenue of Flags Median 

Two Design Plan  
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
BACKGROUND 
 

In October 2017, City Council Adopted the Ave of Flags Specific Plan. As part of the 
implementation of the Ave of Flags Specific Plan, funds were allocated toward the design 
of Median 2 for the FY 18/19 Budget. Planning and Engineering staff have been working 
on concept and preliminary plans pursuant to the Specific Plan. At this time 35% plans 
have been drafted and are provided as Attachment 1.  
 
As identified in the Specific Plan, key features are as follows:   
Median 2 is envisioned as a cobble stone paved area that provides parking and flexible, 
multi-use event space; it would include in-ground potted trees, landscaping, post holes 
for removable shade canopies, infrastructure stub outs, and fiber optics. (Chapter 2) 
Potential uses and building feature for this median include: attractive paved areas for 
flexible event space; parallel and/or diagonal parking (with option for parking area to be 
closed off and used for larger events); shade canopies along linear central walkway, 
ample seating and landscaped areas. (Chapter 3) 
 
Exhibits regarding Median 2 in the Specific Plan are provided in Attachment 2. 
Key features of the draft plans include permeable pavers throughout the median with 
subsurface drainage/stormwater retention, interior parking circulation, removal of four 
PG&E cobra heads and replacement with matching City decorative pedestrian and street 
lighting, removal of one 50-foot flag pole and replacement with two 30’ flagpoles to fit 
the design of the Specific Plan, varied landscaping throughout, including trees. Aerial and 
street views of Median 2 are provided as Attachment 3. 
 
Other features such as removable bollards (to partition the flex/parking space), removable 
canopies, and electrical outlets will be detailed on the plans as design progresses. Staff 
would like concurrence on major design features in order to proceed with design and 
begin coordination with other agencies such as PG&E. 
 
 

  
Page 34 of 70



AOF - Median 2 Page 2 March 14, 2019 
 

FISCAL IMPACT 
 

The sum of $250,000 has been allocated for the design phase of Median 2 within the CIP 
Fund of the Fiscal Year 2018/19 Budget (CIP #215). Approximately $25,000 has been 
expended to date (10%). Original concept cost estimate for Median 2 improvements was 
$1,700,000. 

  
RECOMMENDATION 
 

That the City Council review the draft plans and provide staff with additional direction if 
necessary to move forward towards completion of the Design Plans.  

  
ATTACHMENTS 
 

Attachment 1 – Draft Median 2 Plans 35% 
Attachment 2 – Ave of Flags Specific Plan – Median 2 Excerpts 
Attachment 3 – Aerial and Street View of Median 2 
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2-12 | Chapter 2- Avenue of Flags - City of Buellton, California

2. DISTRICT 2 - PUBLIC EVENTS & MIXED USE

a.	 OVERALL CHARACTER

The Public Events and Mixed Use district is primarily for mixed 
use development and the location of parking and public events. It 
contains existing (Vintage Walk) and approved (Chumash) mixed 
use buildings along with the Buellton Apartments project. The Plan 
envisions continuing the use of the area as the primary mixed use 
district along the Avenue.

The median is designated for use as parking (parallel and/or 
diagonal) and  flexible space for holding public events which may 
include activities such as farmer’s markets and car shows.  The 
vehicular pass-through south of Median 2 will be left open for 
general use, with the option of using bollards to close off vehicular 
access and utilize the area as additional flex space for special 
events. 

b.	 PLANNING UNITS
As shown in Figure 2-9, the following Planning Units are located 
within District 2 (uses current as of 2017):

•	 Planning Unit W2 contains the existing Vintage Walk mixed use 
development. 

•	 Planning Unit M2 is a grass median and paved roadway.
•	 Planning Unit E2 contains a vacant lot, the Farmhouse Motel, 

and the approved Chumash mixed use project. E2 includes O-6 
(Opportunity Site 6)

•	 Area 1).Planning Unit E4 contains the Buellton Apartments 
project.

c.	 MEDIAN 2 (PUBLIC SPACE) INTENDED CHARACTER
Median 2 (Planning Unit M2) is envisioned as a cobble stone paved 
area that provides parking and flexible, multi-use event space; it 
would include in-ground and potted trees, landscaping, post holes 
for removable shade canopies, infrastructure stubouts, and fiber 
optics. An event pavilion or other complementary structure(s) may 
be considered in the future subject to funding availability and need.

•	 Median 2 Design Inspiration (Figures 2-10 through 2-13)

FIGURE 2-9 - DISTRICT 2 KEY PLAN

Figure 2-9 Note:
•	 Detailed description of lot types, 

building types, building placement 
guidelines, allowable land uses, and 
design standards are set forth in 
Chapter 3 - The Development Code. 
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MEDIAN 2 CHARACTER INSPIRATION

FIGURE 2-10 - PARKING/MULTI-USE

FIGURE 2-12 - MEDIAN ACTIVITY

FIGURE 2-13 - FARMERS MARKET

FIGURE 2-11 - PARKING/MULTI-USE
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2. DISTRICT #2 - MIXED-USE & PUBLIC EVENTS (DOWNTOWN CORE)

District 2 Key Map (Figure 3-4) shows the location of Median 2 (M2) 
and Opportunity Site Area 6 (O-6), which are described below and on 
following pages.  Table 3-2 defines appropriate land use concepts and 
summarizes applicable development standards for District 2.

a.	 MEDIAN 2 - PUBLIC SPACE
		  Median 2 Concept Plan (Figure 3-5)

Potential uses and building features for this median include: 
attractive paved areas for flexible event space; parallel and/
or diagonal parking (with option for parking area to be 
closed off and used for larger events); shade canopies along 
linear central walkway, ample seating and landscaped areas.  
Potential structures such as an event pavilion or kiosks may 
be considered in the future subject to funding availability and 
need.    

The current vehicular pass-thru south of Median 2 will be left 
open for general use, with the option of using bollards to close 
vehicular access and utilize the area for special events. 

MEDIAN 2
FEATURES
•	 Cobblestone Paved Multi-use Area, “Flex Space”, for 

Parallel and/or Diagonal Parking, and Outdoor Events
•	 Landscaping, In-Ground & Potted Trees, Seating
•	 Postholes for Removable Shade Canopies
•	 Lighting for Evening Events
•	 Infrastructure Stubouts & Fiber Optics

FIGURE 3-5 - MEDIAN 2 CONCEPT PLAN

FIGURE 3-4 - DISTRICT 2 KEY MAP
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  10’ NO-BUILD ZONE

Page 43 of 70



 
Chapter 4.  Infrastructure – Avenue of Flags – City of Buellton, California |  4–9 

Street Cross-Sections – Medians 1 through 5  (Figures 4 - 3 through 4 - 7)  

 

 Figure 4 – 3 -  MEDIAN 1  Section  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Figure 4 - 4  - MEDIAN 2 Section 
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CITY OF BUELLTON 
City Council Agenda Staff Report 

  
City Manager Review:  MPB 

Council Agenda Item No.:         6 
 

 
To:   The Honorable Mayor and City Council  
 
From:   Andrea Keefer, Planning Director 
 
Meeting Date:  March 14, 2019 

 
Subject: Review and Direction to Staff Regarding Draft Environmental 

Impact Report for Proposed Plains Replacement Pipeline Project 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
BACKGROUND 

 
On February 15, 2019, the City received a Notice of Preparation from Santa Barbara 
County regarding a Draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR) that is being prepared for 
the proposed Plains Replacement Pipeline project (Attachment 1 – Notice of Preparation 
and Project Overview). As part of consideration of the application for the project, the 
County of Santa Barbara must prepare an EIR to analyze the potential environmental 
impacts as a result of the proposed project.  
 
As an affected public agency, the City has an opportunity to provide comments on the 
scope and content of the environmental information to be included in the EIR for the 
project.  Per time limits as defined by State law, the City’s response must be received 
within 30 days after receipt of the Notice. Therefore, the City’s formal response must be 
received by no later than Friday, March 15, 2019. Staff has prepared a draft response 
(Attachment 2 – City of Buellton Draft Response to Notice of Preparation).  An 
opportunity to either support or oppose the project will occur at a later time further along 
in the application process once the EIR is complete and a public hearing is scheduled for 
the project.  

 
FISCAL IMPACT 

 
There would be no fiscal impact to the City. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 

Staff recommends that the City Council review and provide input and direction to staff on 
the City’s formal response to Santa Barbara County regarding the Notice of Preparation 
for the Draft Environmental Impact Report for the proposed Plains Pipeline Replacement 
Project.  
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ATTACHMENTS 
  

Attachment 1 – Notice of Preparation and Project Overview 
Attachment 2 – City of Buellton Draft Response to Notice of Preparation 
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To: Kathryn Lehr, Planner, Santa Barbara County Planning and Development 

From: Andrea Keefer, Planning Director, City of Buellton 

 PO Box 1819, Buellton, CA 93427 

 andrea@cityofbuellton.com 

(805) 688-7474 

 

Date: March 15, 2019 

RE: Plains Replacement Pipeline Project Draft Environmental Impact Report 

 City of Buellton Response Letter  

 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the scope and content of the Draft 

Environmental Impact Report for the proposed Plains Replacement Pipeline Project. The 

City of Buellton has reviewed the overall project scope and provides the following general 

comments at this time. 

1. Safety. The City has concerns with the safety of our residents during construction due 

to the proximity of the pipeline to residences and schools. Please ensure that this 

concern is addressed in the EIR for the project.  

2. Traffic. The increased traffic that will result during construction is a concern of the 

City. Please ensure that traffic impacts in and immediately surrounding Buellton are 

adequately addressed in the EIR for the project.  

3. Noise. Noise associated with construction near residential uses and schools in Buellton 

has potential to greatly impact our residents. Please ensure that noise impacts in 

Buellton associated with construction are addressed in the EIR for the project.  

4. Air Quality. The City has concerns with air quality in Buellton during construction. 

Please ensure that air quality impacts are addressed in the EIR for the project. 

Encroachment Permit. An Encroachment Permit will be required through the City for all 

work conducted within the City of Buellton.  
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