
 
 

CITY OF BUELLTON 
 

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA 
Regular Meeting of September 25, 2014 at 6:00 p.m. 

City Council Chambers, 140 West Highway 246 
Buellton, California 

 
Materials related to an item on this agenda, as well as materials submitted to the City Council after 
distribution of the agenda packet, are available for public inspection in the Office of the City Clerk, located 
at 107 West Highway 246, during normal business hours. 

 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
 Vice Mayor Leo Elovitz 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
 Council Member Judith Dale 
  
ROLL CALL 
 

Council Members Ed Andrisek, Judith Dale, Holly Sierra, Vice Mayor Leo Elovitz, and 
Mayor John Connolly 

 
REORDERING OF AGENDA 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS          

Speaker Slip to be completed and turned in to the City Clerk prior to commencement of meeting. Any person may 
address the Council on any subject pertaining to City business, including all items on the agenda not listed as a Public 
Hearing, including the Consent Agenda and Closed Session.  Limited to three (3) minutes per speaker.  By law, no 
action may be taken at this meeting on matters raised during Public Comments not included on this agenda. 

 
CONSENT CALENDAR               (ACTION) 

The following items are considered routine and non-controversial and are scheduled for consideration as a group.  Any 
Council Member, the City Attorney, or the City Manager may request that an item be withdrawn from the Consent 
Agenda to allow for full discussion. Members of the Public may speak on Consent Agenda items during the Public 
Comment period. 

 
1. Minutes of September 11, 2014 Regular City Council Meeting 
 
2. List of Claims to be Approved and Ratified for Payment to Date for Fiscal Year 

2014-15 
 

3. Revenue and Expenditure Reports through August 31, 2014 
 (Staff Contact: Finance Director Carolyn Galloway-Cooper) 
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4. Filing of an Amended 2014-15 Claim with the Santa Barbara County Association of 
Governments (SBCAG) for State Transit Assistance (STA) Fund 2013-14 
Apportionments 
 (Staff Contact: Finance Director Carolyn Galloway-Cooper) 

 
PRESENTATIONS 
 
5. Proclamation Recognizing Buellton Recreation Center Staff for their Successful  

Summer Camp Program 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS  
              
COUNCIL MEMBER COMMENTS 
 
COUNCIL ITEMS 
 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 

Written communications are included in the agenda packets.  Any Council Member, the City Manager or 
City Attorney may request that a written communication be read into the record. 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS  
This Agenda listing is the opportunity for Council Members to give verbal Committee Reports on any 
meetings recently held for which the Council Members are the City representatives thereto. 
 

BUSINESS ITEMS                                             (POSSIBLE ACTION) 
 
6. Temporary Use Permit for Amplified Music at Figueroa Mountain Brewing 

Company 
 (Staff Contact: City Manager Marc Bierdzinski) 

 
7. Discussion Regarding Speed Hump Policy on Public Roads 

 (Staff Contact: Public Works Director Rose Hess) 
 

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT        
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 

The next meeting of the City Council will be held on Thursday, October 9, 2014 at 6:00 
p.m. 
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City Manager Review:  MPB 
Council Agenda Item No.:        1 

 
CITY OF BUELLTON 

 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
Regular Meeting of September 11, 2014 

City Council Chambers, 140 West Highway 246 
Buellton, California 

 
MOMENT OF SILENCE 
 
 Mayor Connolly requested a moment of silence to remember September 11, 2001. 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
 Mayor John Connolly called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

Council Member Ed Andrisek led the Pledge of Allegiance 
 

ROLL CALL 
 

Present: Council Members Ed Andrisek, Judith Dale, Holly Sierra, Vice 
Mayor Leo Elovitz, and Mayor Connolly 

 
Staff: City Manager Marc Bierdzinski, Assistant City Attorney Stephen 

McEwen, Finance Director Carolyn Galloway-Cooper, Public 
Works Director Rose Hess, Contract Planner Irma Tucker, Station 
Commander Lt. Shawn O’Grady, and City Clerk Linda Reid 

 
REORDERING OF AGENDA 

 
None 

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 
Public Works Director Hess provided an update regarding the sidewalk improvements on 
East Highway 246. 
 
Lew Adkins, Buellton, thanked staff for their work on the sidewalk improvements on 
East Highway 246.    
 
Pam Gnekow, Executive Director of the Buellton Senior Center invited everyone to a 
Candidate Meet and Greet on September 23 from 5:00 to 6:00 p.m. at the Buellton Senior 
Center.  
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CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
1. Minutes of August 28, 2014 Regular City Council Meeting 
 
2. List of Claims to be Approved and Ratified for Payment to Date for Fiscal Year 

2014-15 
 
MOTION: 
Motion by Council Member Sierra, seconded by Council Member Andrisek, approving 
Consent Calendar Items 1 and 2 as listed. 
 
VOTE: 
Motion passed by a roll call vote of 5-0, with Council Members Andrisek, Connolly, 
Dale, Elovitz, and Sierra voting yes.  
 

PRESENTATIONS 
  

None 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
3. Housing Element Update 2015 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
That the City Council provide direction to staff regarding additional information to be 
included in the updated Housing Element. 
 
STAFF REPORT: 
City Manager Bierdzinski presented the staff report. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
Mayor Connolly opened the public hearing at 6:23 p.m.  There being no public comment, 
Mayor Connolly closed the Public Hearing at 6:24 p.m. 
 
The City Council discussed the following issues: 

 Affordable Housing Overlay Zone (AHOZ) areas 
 Bringing Regional Housing Needs Assessment (RHNA) inventory numbers back 

in 2015 
 
DOCUMENTS: 
Staff report with attachments as listed in the staff report. 
 

COUNCIL MEMBER COMMENTS 
 

Council Member Sierra announced there are three scheduled meetings/debates for the 
Council candidates as follows:  September 18 at Ranch Club Mobile Estates, September 
23 at the Buellton Senior Center, and October 6 at the Santa Ynez Valley Marriott. 
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 Council Member Dale stated she met people at the League of California Cities Annual 

Conference who enjoyed staying at Flags RV Resort. 
  
COUNCIL ITEMS 
 
 Council Member Sierra requested that staff agendize discussion regarding offering 

incentives for residents and businesses that use water saving measures.  Mr. Bierdzinski 
stated the City has grant funds available and will agendize this issue in the near future. 

 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 
  

None 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 
Council Member Sierra announced that she attended the Chamber of Commerce Board 
meeting and provided an oral report regarding the meeting. 
 
Council Member Sierra announced she attended the valley-wide Homelessness meeting 
and provided an oral report regarding the meeting. 
 
Mayor Connolly announced that staff has organized a Community Emergency Response 
Team (CERT) meeting for graduates of the program on September 23 at 6:00 p.m. and 
thanked City Manager Bierdzinski for scheduling the meeting.   
 
Mayor Connolly also announced that he working with a group to get a regulation size 
swimming pool in the Valley.   
 

BUSINESS ITEMS 
 
4. Ordinance No. 14-02 – “An Ordinance of the City Council of the City of Buellton, 

California, Amending Chapter 3.12 and Chapter 3.16 of the Buellton Municipal 
Code Pertaining to Purchasing Procedures and Regulations for Awarding Public 
Works Contracts (Second Reading) 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
That the City Council consider the approval of Ordinance No. 14-02. 
 
STAFF REPORT: 
City Manager Bierdzinski presented the staff report. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
The City Council discussed how the new purchasing process will streamline City 
projects. 
 
DOCUMENTS: 
Staff report with attachments as listed in the staff report. 
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MOTION: 
Motion by Vice Mayor Elovitz, seconded by Council Member Dale approving Ordinance 
No. 14-02 – “An Ordinance of the City Council of the City of Buellton, California, 
Amending Chapter 3.12 and Chapter 3.16 of the Buellton Municipal Code Pertaining to 
Purchasing Procedures and Regulations for Awarding Public Works Contracts” by title 
only and waive further reading. 
 
VOTE: 
Motion passed by a roll call vote of 5-0, with Council Members Andrisek, Connolly, 
Dale, Elovitz, and Sierra voting yes.  
 

5. Discussion Regarding Design of Street Lights on Industrial Way 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
That the City Council discuss the type of street lights desired on Industrial Way and 
provide staff with direction regarding how to move forward. 
 
STAFF REPORT: 
Public Works Director Hess presented the staff report. 
 
SPEAKERS/DISCUSSION: 
Kathy Vreeland, Executive Director of the Buellton Chamber and Visitors Bureau, stated 
we could decorate the PG&E poles with banners. 
 
The City Council discussed the following issues: 

 What type of lights business owners on Industrial Way would like installed 
 Cost of decorative lighting on Industrial Way 
 Having PG&E install the lights on Industrial Way 
 Determining how many lights are used and where the lights are positioned 
 Using different wattages and shielding  

 
DIRECTION: 
The City Council agreed by consensus to direct staff to pursue street lights on Industrial 
Way through PG&E and find out more about the height and wattage of the light poles.  
 

6. Agreement for Electric Vehicle Charging Station 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
That the City Council consider approving the Agreement for an electric vehicle charging 
station and authorize execution of the Agreement by the City Manager. 
 
STAFF REPORT: 
Public Works Director Hess presented the staff report. 
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DISCUSSION: 
The City Council discussed the following issues: 

 Length of charging time and cost associated with charging electric vehicles 
 Purchasing the warranty associated with the charger 
 Potential future charging locations 

 
DOCUMENTS: 
Staff report with attachments as listed in the staff report. 
 
MOTION: 
Motion by Council Member Dale, seconded by Vice Mayor Elovitz, approving the 
Agreement for an electric vehicle charging station, with the purchase of a warranty, and 
execution by the City Manager.  
 
VOTE: 
Motion passed by a roll call vote of 5-0, with Council Members Andrisek, Connolly, 
Dale, Elovitz, and Sierra voting yes.  
 

7. Discussion and Approval of Employee Assistance Program for all Full-Time 
Regular Employees 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
That the City Council approve an Employee Assistance Program (EAP) for all full-time 
regular employees, effective October 1, 2014. 
 
STAFF REPORT: 
Human Resources Director Reid presented the staff report. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
The City Council discussed how an EAP can benefit employees. 
 
DOCUMENTS: 
Staff report with attachments as listed in the staff report. 
 
MOTION: 
Motion by Council Member Sierra, seconded by Vice Mayor Elovitz, approving an EAP 
for all full-time regular employees, effective October 1, 2014. 
 
VOTE: 
Motion passed by a roll call vote of 5-0, with Council Members Andrisek, Connolly, 
Dale, Elovitz, and Sierra voting yes.  
 

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 
 

City Manager Bierdzinski provided an informational report for the record. 
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ADJOURNMENT 
 
Mayor Connolly adjourned the regular meeting at 7:10 p.m. The next regular meeting of 
the City Council will be held on Thursday, September 25, 2014 at 6:00 p.m.   

 
 
 

_________________________________ 
John Connolly 

 Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Linda Reid 
City Clerk 
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CITY OF BUELLTON 
City Council Agenda Staff Report 

 
 City Manager Review:   MPB 

Council Agenda Item No.:        3 
 
        

To:    The Honorable Mayor and City Council 
 
From:    Carolyn Galloway-Cooper, Finance Director 
 
Meeting Date:  September 25, 2014 

 
Subject:  Revenue and Expenditure Reports through August 31, 2014 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
BACKGROUND 

 
The attached report compares month-to-month data covering the period July 1, 2014 
through August 31, 2014.  The report is prepared monthly and submitted to Council on 
the second meeting of each month.  It is posted to the City’s website.  Upon monthly 
review, adjustments may be necessary and staff will update on the website. 

 
FISCAL IMPACT 

 
The Revenue and Expenditure report provides the community with an understanding of 
the financial activity of the City’s funds on a monthly basis. 

                        
RECOMMENDATION 
 

That the City Council receives and files this report for information purposes. 
 

ATTACHMENT 
 

Attachment 1 - Revenue and Expenditure Reports through August 31, 2014 
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City of Buellton cgc:  9 16 14
General Fund ‐ Monthly Revenue (unaudited)
FY:  2014‐15 17%

2014 2015

Account Number Decription July Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May June FY:  2014‐15
001‐301‐4001‐000 Property Tax ‐ Secured ‐                         
001‐302‐4002‐000 Property Tax ‐ Unsecured ‐                         
001‐309‐4007‐000 Homeowners Expemptions ‐                         
001‐310‐4101‐000 Franchise Fees 10,326     10,326                   
001‐311‐4102‐000 Sales Tax ‐                         
001‐311‐4115‐000 Sales Tax Compensation ‐                         
001‐312‐4103‐000 Transient Occupancy Tax (TOT) 201,629   37,690   239,319                
001‐320‐5801‐000 Buellton Recreation Program 2,431      2,431                     
001‐320‐5801‐001 Recreation Program (50/50) 4,700      4,700                     
001‐320‐5802‐000 Buellton Rec Pgm Trips 300         300                        
001‐321‐4106‐000 Property Transfer Tax 5,881      5,881                     
001‐322‐4107‐000 Motor Vehicle in Lieu Tax ‐                         
001‐322‐4116‐000 MV License Fee  ‐                         
001‐325‐5814‐000 Park Reservation Fees ‐                         
001‐333‐4506‐000 CA Indian Gaming Grant ‐                         
001‐333‐4508‐000 COPS Grant ‐                         
001‐340‐4401‐000 Criminal Fines and Penalties 2,120      2,120                     
001‐342‐4402‐000 Fines and Fees 325           325                        
001‐345‐4904‐000 Interest ‐                         
001‐346‐4905‐000 Rent 6,989        8,978      15,967                   
001‐347‐4801‐000 Law Enforcement Cost Recovery 29            29                          
001‐348‐4403‐000 Event Applic Fee/Temp Use ‐                         
001‐357‐4802‐000 Zoning Clearance 135           135                        
001‐357‐4803‐000 Document Sales 210           210                        
001‐357‐4806‐000 Time Extension Fees ‐                         
001‐357‐4801‐110 Crossroads at the Village ‐                         
001‐357‐4808‐000 Code Enforcement Fines ‐                         
001‐376‐4908‐000 CA Prop 1B Revenue ‐                         
001‐378‐4205‐000 Small Permits 1,000      1,000                     
001‐390‐4917‐000 Miscellaneous 5,000        5,657      10,657                   
001‐390‐4918‐000 Cost Reimbursement ‐                         

Transfer In ‐                         
  TOTAL REVENUE (ACTUAL THROUGH AUGUST): 224,643   68,757   ‐          ‐          ‐          ‐          ‐           ‐           ‐          ‐          ‐          ‐            293,400                

Percentage Received: 5%
Budget: 6,160,441                  
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City of Buellton cgc:  9 16 14
General Fund Monthly Expenditures ( Unaudited)
FY:  2014‐15 17%

2014 2015

Department No. Description July Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May June FY:  2014‐15
001‐401 City Council 9,370     9,432     18,802                    
001‐402 City Manager 16,615   17,550   34,165                    
001‐403 City Clerk 7,641     8,804     16,445                    
001‐404 City Attorney ‐         11,674   11,674                    
001‐410 Non‐Departmental 71,327   5,786     77,113                    
001‐420 Finance 22,129   22,071   44,200                    
001‐501 Police and Fire 842        48,579   49,421                    
001‐510 Library ‐         501        501                         
001‐511 Recreation 32,321   42,886   75,207                    
001‐550 Street Lights ‐         4,493     4,493                      
001‐551 Storm Water ‐         10,130   10,130                    
001‐552 Public Works ‐ Parks 8,984     15,742   24,726                    
001‐556 Public Works ‐ Landscape ‐         10,056   10,056                    
001‐557 Public Works ‐ Engineering ‐         3,650     3,650                      
001‐558 Public Works ‐ General 29,103   124,634 153,737                
001‐565 Planning/Community Dev 14,764   24,509   39,273                    

Transfer to CIP fund 92 (updated in June) ‐         ‐                          
    TOTAL EXPENDITURES (ACTUAL THROUGH JULY): 213,096 360,497 ‐         ‐         ‐         ‐          ‐          ‐         ‐         ‐           ‐         ‐         573,593               

Percentage spent: 9%
Budget 6,141,114                      
Amendments ‐                                   
Amended Budget 6,141,114                      
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CITY OF BUELLTON 
City Council Agenda Staff Report 

  
 City Manager Review:   MPB 

Council Agenda Item No.:        4 
 
  
To:    The Honorable Mayor and City Council 
  
From:    Carolyn Galloway-Cooper, Finance Director 
  
Meeting Date: September 25, 2014 

  
Subject:  Filing of an Amended 2014-15 Claim with the Santa Barbara 

County Association of Governments (SBCAG) for State Transit 
Assistance (STA) Fund 2013-14 Apportionments 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
BACKGROUND 
  

Attached is the staff report from SBCAG recommending local agencies amend their 
2014-15 claim forms in order to claim 2013-14 STA apportionments.  STA funds may be 
used by local agencies for public transit and transportation planning purposes with 
priority given to public transit.  The amended 2014-15 claim is attached.  

  
FISCAL IMPACT 
  

The amount apportioned to the City of Buellton is $26,498 for fiscal year 2013-14.   
 
 RECOMMENDATION 
 

That the City Council authorizes the amended 2014-15 claim to be filed with SBCAG for 
the purpose of claiming fiscal year 2013-14 STA funding.   

 
ATTACHMENTS 

 
Attachment 1 – Staff report from SBCAG showing STA apportionment 
Attachment 2 – 2014-15 amended claim 
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AMENDED

Line

1 Project Year (FY)

2 Claimant

3 Address

4 Contact Person Title

5 Telephone Number

6 The above named claimant hereby applies for allocations of Transportation Development Act

 funds for FY 2014-15 for the purposes and in the amount(s) specified below:

Apportionment Claimed

7 3,692.00$          3,692.00$          

less amount released to SBCAG minus 3,692.00$          

8 Pedestrian & Bikeway Facilities (PUC 99234) 3,767.00$          3,767.00$          

9 Articles 4 & 8: 180,897.00$      

less amounts released to:

10 minus 180,897.00$      

11 minus

12 minus

plus amounts released from:

13 plus

14 plus

15 plus

16 Article 4 Transit (PUC 99260) -$                   

17 Article 4.5 Community Transit (PUC 99275) -$                   

18 Article 8a Streets & Roads (PUC 99400a)

19 Article 8c Transit Contracts (PUC 99400c)

20 TOTAL LTF 188,356.00$      3,767.00$          

21 Amount to be held in reserve (CCR 6648)

By Claimant By SBCAG

22 Transportation Planning 26,498.00$        

23 Mass Transportation

24 TOTAL STA 26,498.00$        

State Transit Assistance

Marc Bierdzinski City Manager

805-686-7429

Purpose
Local Transportation Fund

Regional Transportation Planning
(PUC 99262 & 99402)

City of Solvang

P.O. Box 1819 Buellton, 

DOCUMENT A (Instructions on pages 4-3 and 4-4)

TRANSPORTATION DEVELOPMENT ACT CLAIM FORM
(All claimants must complete this document)

2014-15

City of Buellton
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DOCUMENT A (Continued)

25 TOTAL TRANSPORTATION DEVELOPMENT ACT CLAIM 30,265.00$        
(add lines 20 and 24)

26 By:

27 Title:

28 Date:

29 Signed:
Chief Financial Officer

30 Name:

31 Title:

Carolyn Galloway-Cooper

Finance Director

Reference: CCR Section 6630

Claimant acknowledges that payment by the County Auditor of an allocation made by the Association of 
Governments is subject to such monies being on hand and available for distribution and to the provision 
that such moneys be used only in accordance with the terms of the allocation instruction issued by the 
Association of Governments

City Manager

27-Mar-14

I hereby attest to the reasonableness and accuracy of the financial statements included in Documents C, 
D, F, and G. (Sec. 6632)
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CITY OF BUELLTON 
City Council Agenda Staff Report 

 
 City Manager Review:   MPB 

Council Agenda Item No.:        6 
 
 

To:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 
 
From:  Marc P. Bierdzinski, City Manager 
 
Meeting Date:  September 25, 2014 
 
Subject:  Temporary Use Permit for Amplified Music at Figueroa Mountain 

Brewing Company 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
BACKGROUND 

The Figueroa Mountain Brewing Company site at the end of Industrial Way includes an 
outdoor activity area approved through a development plan. The outdoor area includes 
seating, a bocce court, and a stage for acoustic music. The City issued a Temporary Use 
Permit for amplified music in November 2013 with several conditions: 

 Reorientation of the stage 
 The stage will be tented with soundproofing material 
 Directional speakers wrapped with soundproofing material 
 Acoustic buffering on the building 
 An on-site sound engineer to monitor and enforce decibel level restrictions 
 An on-site monitor with cell phone access for the duration of the event 
 Neighborhood outreach efforts 

While a couple of minor complaints were received, it appears that the noise levels did not 
significantly impact the surrounding residential area during this event. 

Figueroa Mountain Brewing Company has submitted a Temporary Use Permit (TUP) for 
a one-time event with amplified music as a fundraiser for the Los Olivos School 
Foundation. The event is proposed on Saturday, September 27, 2014, between the hours 
of 12 noon to 6:00 pm. The event would be contained within the existing outdoor area 
with no spillover. Their current occupancy restriction of 250 people would not be 
exceeded. 

The above noted conditions will be in place along with sporadic monitoring of the noise 
levels by the City’s Code Enforcement Officer during the event. 
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A letter notifying surrounding residents of the event and the City Council meeting was 
sent on by the City on September 17, 2014.  

The City Council may choose to approve or deny the request for amplified music, or 
require conditions such as acceptable hours for the use of amplified sound.  

FISCAL IMPACT 

This item in itself will have no fiscal impact on the City. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That the City Council consider approval of a Temporary Use Permit to allow the use of 
amplified sound by Figueroa Mountain Brewing Company on Saturday, September 27, 
2014, from 12 noon to 6:00 pm. 

ATTACHMENT 

Attachment 1 – Temporary Use Permit Application 
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CITY OF BUELLTON 
City Council Agenda Staff Report 

 
 City Manager Review:   MPB 

Council Agenda Item No.:        7 
 
 
To:    The Honorable Mayor and City Council 
 
From:    Rose Hess, Public Works Director/City Engineer 
 
Meeting Date: September 25, 2014 

 
Subject: Discussion Regarding Speed Hump Policy on Public Roads    
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
BACKGROUND 
 

On February 27, 2014, the City Council reviewed and discussed the potential for a speed 
hump policy on public roads.  During that meeting, Council decided to continue the speed 
hump discussion to a later time (Attachment 1).   
 
The following is general background information regarding Speed Humps on public 
roads.  There are existing speed humps in the Rancho de Maria neighborhood, installed at 
some point after incorporation. There is currently no written formal policy in the City, but 
staff has taken the position historically that 100 percent of affected property owners must 
sign a petition requesting speed humps before the City will initiate any installation 
studies. 
 
Within Santa Barbara County, only two agencies have written formal policies – the 
County of Santa Barbara and City of Solvang (Attachment 2).  The City of Lompoc does 
not have a formal policy or standards and has previously installed speed humps in one 
residential neighborhood.  Lompoc staff, however, would not recommend installation 
again.  All three agencies which have a policy or have installed such devices, will only 
consider speed humps (longer horizontal base – much gentler impact) as opposed to 
speed bumps (shorter horizontal base – and typically causes a more abrupt impact). 
 
The County of Santa Barbara will consider traffic calming devices within a residential 
district based on the following criteria:  
 85th percentile speed,  
 500 < ADT > 5000,  
 neighborhood review (other areas are 

not negatively impacted by diversion),  
 required petition signatures of 75% of 

affected residents (“affected” may 
include more than just the streets on 
which physical changes are proposed), 

 
 maximum 5% street grade allowable,  
 maximum 40 foot street width and no more 

than 1 travel lane in each direction,  
 written concurrence from Emergency 

providers and transit agency, 
 curb & gutter requirements.   
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Speed Humps               Page 2 September 25, 2014 

In addition, there are additional design guidelines that will be required to be evaluated. 
 
The City of Solvang has a Speed Hump Policy with the following criteria that must be 
met to consider speed humps on any street as a traffic calming measure: 
 local roads (no highways, major or 

secondary arterials, 
 maximum speed limit of 25 mph 
 demonstrated speeding problem by 

at least 50% of drivers exceeding 
the 25 mph by at least 20% (verified 
by speed study) 

 all other calming measures have 
been exhausted and fail to deter 
drivers; 

 maximum 8% street grade allowable 
 maximum 40 feet street width and no more 

than 1 travel lane in each direction 
 ADT < 2500 
 67% of residents fronting must sign petition 

to initiate 

 
Considerations: 
 
Emergency vehicle access is a main consideration for these traffic calming measures.  
Neither the Sherriff Department nor the Fire Department has policies for speed humps or 
bumps, but any type of impediment could reduce response time.  Between speed humps 
and speed bumps, the Fire Department would prefer the milder speed humps. 
 
Additional City risk and liability should also be a consideration.  With any obstruction in 
the road, there is potential for injury or claims because of errant vehicles.  While the City 
is not aware of any injury or claims from the speed humps in the Rancho de Maria 
neighborhood, speed humps may create added risk and liability for the City. The 
California Joint Powers Insurance Association (CJPIA), which provides insurance to the 
City of Buellton, recommends that the City avoid these types of devices. A CJPIA 
representative will attend the meeting to provide additional input.  
 
If the Council desires to adopt a Speed Hump Policy, staff would develop design 
guidelines that follow traffic standards from Caltrans and Institute of Transportation 
Engineers Handbook.  Any policy developed for Speed Humps would include a two part 
process: (1) Request Procedure and (2) Evaluation Process. 
 
The Request Procedure should outline the expectations.  Some considerations for this 
initial screening process include: 
*Application; 
*Petition form to collect signatures to submit (should be property owners); 
*Eligibility requirements: 
 *100% of affected property owners 
 *85% speed if applicable 
 *posted speed limit 
 *avg daily traffic counts 
*Emergency (Fire and Sheriff Departments) approval 
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The Evaluation Process will further evaluate the merit and appropriateness of the speed 
hump installation.  This would be the technical review that includes evaluation of traffic 
volumes, site analysis, speed, collisions, proximity to schools or parks, bicycle routes, 
drainage, road grade and width, transit routes, etc. 
 
This differs from requests for traffic safety measures in general because this policy would 
apply to specific structural improvements that would create obstructions directly within 
the public roadway.   
 

FISCAL IMPACT 
 

Consideration of a Policy or instituting a Policy in itself would not create a fiscal impact. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 

That the City Council discuss the merits of formalizing a Speed Hump Policy and provide 
direction to staff. 

 
ATTACHMENTS 
 

Attachment 1 – Minutes of the February 27, 2014 Council Meeting 
Attachment 2 – Santa Barbara County Policy, City of Solvang Policy 
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DISCUSSION: 
The City Council discussed the following issues: 

 How emergency management operates 
 Contingency plan for water usage 
 Emergency generators 
 Staff call-out 
 Shelter locations in Buellton 
 Holding an “emergency fair” in the upcoming months to educate the public on 

preparing for an emergency 
 

9. Discussion Regarding Speed Hump Policy on Public Roads 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
That the City Council discuss the merits of formalizing a Speed Hump Policy and provide 
direction to staff. 
 
STAFF REPORT: 
Public Works Director Hess presented the staff report. 
 
SPEAKERS/DISCUSSION: 
Chris Polito, Buellton, stated a lot of people mistake Menlo Drive for Second Street and 
once they realize they are on the wrong street, they quickly turn around and speed out of 
the area. 
 
Mike Villarreal, Buellton, stated he supports additional signs on Menlo Drive to slow 
drivers down. 
 
The City Council discussed the following issues: 

 How speed humps could add additional liability for the City 
 The possibility of speed humps used throughout the City 
 Not adding speed humps at this time 
 Adding flashing speed signs or regular speed signs on certain streets in town 
 Adding “25” on the asphalt when the roads are repaved to remind people of the 

speed limit 
 That staff include an article in the next City newsletter regarding speeding on 

residential streets 
 
DIRECTION: 
The Council agreed by consensus to add signs on Menlo Drive, add 25 mph signs on 
Second Street, contact the City of Solvang regarding how their speed humps are working 
on the streets in Solvang, and bring this item back for discussion at a later date. 
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COUNTY OF SANTA 
BARBARA 
PUBLIC WORKS 
DEPARTMENT 
Traffic Section 
123 East Anapamu Street 
Santa Barbara, California  93101 
805/568–3232  Fax 805/568–3222 
 
 

 

 

 
 

Scott D. McGolpin 
Director 

SUBJECT: Response to Inquiries about “Traffic Calming” 
 
 
Thank you for your recent inquiry regarding “traffic calming.”  In April, 1997, the County Board 
of Supervisors adopted the enclosed Neighborhood Traffic Management Policy.  The Policy 
provides our Department with specific criteria and guidelines for the placement of traffic 
calming devices. 
 
You will note that of the several approval criteria, some are mandatory (“shall”), while others are 
suggestive (“should”).  Once you have reviewed the Policy with respect to your specific location, 
please send us your written request.  Additional vehicle code enforcement by the California 
Highway Patrol is often the first action we will suggest.  When time permits, Public Works staff 
can be scheduled to determine: 
 
  Critical Speed (The speed at or 

 below  which 85 percent of the 
 motorists are  

  traveling). 
 
  Roadway Volumes. 
 
  Extent of the “affected area” which 

could be impacted by traffic 
calming measures. 

 
  Roadway grade. 
 
  Roadway width. 

 
 
  Number of travel lanes. 
  
  Responsible public transit providers. 
 
  Storm water runoff needs. 
 
  Other pertinent traffic safety, 

operations and maintenance issues. 
 
  Funding sources available for traffic 

calming in your area. 

 
Assuming the mandatory criteria are met, we will require a petition indicating support of 75% of 
the affected residents.  We may also refer the matter to our Traffic Engineering Committee for 
their recommendation.  Our goal is to insure that any changes made to the roadway will improve 
the safety of your neighborhood, so please bear with us as we evaluate your request. 
 
As you can imagine, funding for traffic calming is limited, and often competes with the  
maintenance needs of County roads in your area.  Therefore, requests accompanied by outside 
sources of funding have a greater chance of implementation. 
 
We hope this information helps explain our procedure for evaluating your request.  Please call 
our office at 805/568-3232 or email to www.countyofsb/pwd/roads if we may be of further 
assistance.   
 
 
Attachment:  Neighborhood Traffic Management Policy 
 

AA/EEO Employer 
Thomas D. Fayram, Deputy Director Chris Sneddon, Deputy Director    Mark A. Schleich, Deputy Director  

Rochelle Camozzi, Business Manager  Michael B. Emmons, County Surveyor 
www.publicworkssb.org
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Neighborhood Traffic Management  Policy  
Updated on 7/3/07 

 
I. Introduction 
 
In recent years, Public Works staff has been requested to provide remedies for community 
concerns involving traffic cutting through residential neighborhoods, speeding on residential 
streets and a perceived lack of pedestrian "friendliness" due to automobile traffic. 
 
Residential streets should accommodate local traffic in a safe and efficient manner with due 
regard to surrounding land uses.  Excessive traffic speed and volume on residential streets leads 
to local increases in noise and air pollution, perceived and real hazards to children and other 
pedestrians, and difficulties in exiting driveways.  These issues can be mitigated by 
neighborhood traffic management techniques.  Neighborhood traffic management includes 
coordinated enforcement and land use planning efforts as well as what is often referred to as 
"traffic calming." 
 
Traffic calming involves strategic physical changes to residential streets to reduce vehicle speeds 
and excessive traffic travelling through residential neighborhoods.  Limited enforcement 
resources, newer and more maneuverable cars, changing neighborhood densities and lack of 
vehicular capacity on arterial roads are some of the factors contributing to excessive vehicular 
intrusion and speeds in residential areas.  Specifically, traffic calming devices such as speed 
humps are intended to reduce cut-through neighborhood traffic and/or reduce vehicle speeds, as 
well as to encourage the use of arterials versus local streets.  In many cases, traffic calming 
features are also used to improve the aesthetics of a neighborhood. 
 
County staff has reviewed the policies and practices of 20 jurisdictions throughout California 
and the United States, and has reviewed literature on this subject from 5 countries. Reductions in 
85th percentile speeds from agencies throughout the United States range from 3 miles per hour to 
13.5 miles per hour, while traffic volumes have been reduced by up to 40 % upon construction of 
traffic calming devices. This policy is based on the most effective of those policies and is 
supported by recommendations regarding residential traffic of the Institute of Transportation 
Engineers, the American Planning Association, and the American Society of Civil Engineers.  
The Policy has been reviewed and recommended by the Board's Traffic Engineering Committee, 
and incorporates the information gained by a trial project on Padova Drive within the County.  
This Policy is intended to provide general criteria for when traffic calming measures are 
appropriate.  Specific applications will still require detailed design based on sound engineering 
judgement. 
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II. Traffic Calming Measures 
 
Typical traffic calming devices include, but are not limited to: 
 
 1) Speed humps 
 2) Traffic Circles at previously uncontrolled intersections 
 3) Curb extensions (or "bulbs outs") 
 4) Diagonal diverters 
 
Stop signs and traffic signals are not considered traffic calming devices. 
 
III. Approval Criteria 
 
The determination of whether or not traffic calming devices should be installed on residential 
streets within a "Residence District" (per California Vehicle Code Section 515) shall be based on 
a traffic engineering study conducted by the Public Works Department and shall be based on the 
following criteria: 

 
1) When the primary concern is vehicle speeds, the 85th percentile speed should be 10 mph 

or more above the prima facie speed limit.  The 85th percentile speed (also known as the 
"critical speed") is generally accepted as the reasonable, appropriate speed for a given 
roadway.  The Vehicle Code prescribes a prima facie speed limit of 25 miles per hour for 
roads in a Residence District. Traffic calming measures will be considered only when 
enforcement of existing speed limits has been unsuccessful in achieving the desired 
result. An 85th percentile speed well in excess of 25 miles per hour indicates that altering 
the geometry of the road is appropriate to reduce reasonable drivers' speed to the prima 
facie speed limit.  Note:  in cases where traffic calming is desired by residents, but 
the 85th percentile speed is less than 10 mph above the 25 mph prima facie speed 
limit, and the street otherwise meets the requirements of this policy, traffic calming 
may be allowed but must be fully funded by outside sources.   

 
2) The roadway should carry at least 500, but shall not carry more than 5,000 vehicles total 

in both directions, in a 24 hour mid-week period. Volumes outside this range indicate low 
usage or that the street is an important link in the circulation system respectively. Note:  
in cases where traffic calming is desired by residents, but the average daily traffic 
volume is less that 500 average daily trips, and the street otherwise meets the 
requirements of this policy, traffic calming may be allowed but must be fully funded 
by outside sources.  

  
3) The potential effect of the proposed traffic calming measures shall be studied to establish 

that other residential areas are not negatively impacted, such as by diversion of vehicles 
from one street to another.    

 
4) Traffic calming devices shall not be installed in the absence of a petition signed 

by 75% of the affected residents and property owners in favor of the installation.  
In developments governed by a recognized homeowners' association, a letter 
stating the association's position shall be included in the petition. 
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 For the purpose of this criterion, "affected residents" shall be determined by 
County staff and shall mean all residents who may be impacted by changes in 
traffic patterns. This may include more than just the streets on which physical 
changes are proposed. 

 
5) Speed humps, traffic circles, yield points and similar fixed object-style traffic 

calming devices shall not be installed on a roadway grade steeper than 5% 
because of the increased potential for injury accidents with errant vehicles. 

 
6) Roadways considered for traffic calming applications should be 40 feet or less in 

width and have no more than one travel lane in each direction.  Wider roads and 
multi-lane roads are generally needed for regional circulation and should not be 
reduced in capacity by traffic calming. 

 
7) Major emergency response routes, as defined by emergency service providers, 

shall not be considered for traffic calming without written concurrence of the 
emergency service providers.  Delays, lack of passing lanes, narrowed roads, 
jolting of fire apparatus, and ambulance passenger discomfort have been found to 
be unacceptable side-effects of most traffic calming measures. 

 
8) Defined public transit routes shall not be considered for traffic calming without 

written concurrence of the transit provider.  Passenger discomfort and restricted 
access for transit vehicles caused by common traffic calming measures have been 
found to be unacceptable side effects of most traffic calming measures. 

 
9) Both sides of the subject street should have curb & gutter.  Alternatively, an 

appropriate means of preventing circumvention of the proposed traffic calming 
device shall be provided. Further, proper storm water runoff shall be maintained. 

 
 
Traffic calming on streets not within a "Residence District" is not covered by this policy and is 
generally not acceptable. 
 
IV. Design Guidelines 
 
Traffic calming devices shall be approved by the Public Works Director or the County Traffic 
Engineer.  The following issues shall be considered during the design process: 

 
1) Right-of-way necessary for the installation shall exist or shall be acquired prior to the 

installation. 
 
2) Sight distance appropriate for the design speed and traffic conditions shall be maintained. 
 
3)  Appropriate signing and pavement markings shall be provided. 
 
4) Reflectors and/or street lights shall be provided in accordance with accepted 

engineering criteria to aid in identifying traffic calming devices at night. 
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5) The traffic "environment" should be consistent along the road, with no sudden changes in 
horizontal clearances or safe speeds. 

 
6) Proper drainage of the roadway and adjacent properties shall be maintained. 
 
7) Arrangements for future maintenance of the installation shall be made. 

 
 
V. Safety and Performance Monitoring 
 
A separate neighborhood traffic engineering study shall be conducted for each traffic calming 
application approximately six months after construction to determine its effectiveness (i.e. speed 
and volume reduction, as well as impact on traffic safety).  Any increase in accident severity or 
rates directly attributable to the traffic calming device shall be grounds for removal of the device 
notwithstanding the removal criteria of this Policy.  Upon removal of a traffic calming device, 
the residents will not receive a refund of their cost.  
 
VI. Funding 
 
Funding of traffic calming shall be from one of the following: 

 
1) An adopted Transportation Improvement Plan (TIP) with an associated impact fee 
 program; or, 
 
2) An outside organization (e.g. homeowners association, developer, citizen 

group, etc.); or, 
 
3) A combination of outside funding and TIP funds if demand for traffic calming 

exceeds available funds; or,  
 
4) A combination of outside funding and County Road Funds if use of such 

funds has been approved by the Board of Supervisors as part of the Road 
Maintenance Annual Plan (RDMAP).   

 
VII. Requests for Removal  
 
Requests for removal of traffic calming devices will be considered by the Public Works 
Department based on the following criteria: 

 
1) Written petition of 75% of the affected residents. 
2) Identified funding sources to properly remove the device. 
3) At such time as the Public Works Department determines the devices to be 

unsafe or unsuitable for the location. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
G:\Traffic\EngSrvOld\Operations\Warrants\Traffic Calming\TMP_07.doc 
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City of Solvang 

Consideration of Citizen Requests 

for Speed Humps Policy 

Effective Date:  08/25/2003 

City Council Approval Date: 08/25/2003 
 

 
INTRODUCTION 
 
Speeding on local residential streets has been one of the most frequently mentioned 
concerns expressed by residents and one of the most difficult and elusive problems 
confronting many cities in California.  In the City of Solvang oftentimes the problem is 
resolved by proper enforcement of the speed limits or by installing additional advisory 
signs. 
  
Nevertheless, residents continue to request the installation of some type of traffic control 
measure to address the real or perceived speeding problem in their neighborhood.   In an 
effort to address these concerns, staff has conducted extensive research on how other 
jurisdictions approach the issue of speeding on residential streets and submitted the 
findings and recommendations to City Council.  
 
Often citizens request "speed bumps" to control speed but are unsure of the type and 
design approved for installation on public streets.  For this reason, it is important to 
understand the difference between speed bumps and "speed humps".   A speed bump is 
an abrupt pavement feature, three to four inches in height and one to three feet in length at 
the base.  They are commonly installed on private roadways and shopping centers but are 
not recommended for use on public streets.  By comparison, a speed hump is three to four 
inches in height and 12 feet in length at the base and is therefore is much gentler in 
configuration without the "jarring" effect of speed bumps.  Only speed humps are eligible for 
consideration under the Program.  See attached Drawing Number 405. 
 
Following is a summary of the Standards and Procedures established by City Council for 
consideration of speed humps and other pavement surface features.  If you feel that your 
street satisfies these Standards and are interested in petitioning the City, you must submit 
your request in writing to the City Engineer at the address shown below.  The petition must 
be signed by at least 67% of the residents fronting on the street or any street that may be 
affected by the diverted traffic.  After receipt of your petition, the City Engineer will notify 
you within 45 days whether your street is eligible for consideration and appropriate 
processing under the provisions of the Pavement Surface Features Program.  
 
POLICY 
 
It is the policy of the City to require that the following standards are met prior to 
consideration for installing speed humps on any street for the purpose of controlling speed. 

Page 44 of 48



City of Solvang 

Consideration of Citizen Requests 

for Speed Humps Policy 

Effective Date:  08/25/2003 

City Council Approval Date: 08/25/2003 
 

STANDARDS 
 
1. Speed humps shall only be considered on local roads and under special 

circumstances collector roads and not on highways, major arterials, secondary 
arterials as defined by the adopted Circulation Element of the City of Solvang’s 
General Plan. 

2. Streets eligible for installation of speed humps shall have a speed limit of 25 miles 
per hour. 

3. Speed humps shall only be considered on local residential streets where there is a 
demonstrated speeding problem as evidenced by at least 50% of the drivers 
exceeding the 25 mph speed by at least 20%.  If a speed study has not be 
performed within the last two years for the requested road segment, one is required 
to be completed by the City of Solvang Engineering Division. 

4. The application of speed humps is limited to where other devices fail to deter drivers 
from exceeding the speed limit. 

5. Speed humps may be considered only on local residential streets provided that the 
following conditions are satisfied: 

a.  Street must consist of one travel lane in each direction.  Note:  Streets with 

two or more lanes in each direction have a higher degree of liability exposure 

when two vehicles approach a speed hump simultaneously.  All of the cities 

surveyed prohibit speed humps on streets with more than one lane in each 

direction. 
b.  The street grade must not exceed 8%.  Note:  Experience has shown that 

motorists reduce their vehicle speed to about 16 miles per hour when 

approaching a speed hump.  Braking of some types of vehicles to slow down 

to this speed on grades greater than 8% is difficult. 
6. Speed humps shall only be considered when: 
 a.  The street width is 40 feet or less.  Note:  Typical local residential streets 

have roadway widths of 40 feet or less with parking.  Many local streets in the 

City have widths of less than 30 feet with or without parking. 
 b.  The daily traffic volume is less than 2,500. 
7. Rumble strips may only be considered when: 
 a. The street width is 40 feet or less; 
 b. The daily traffic volume is less than 1,500. 
8. The street must have adequate vertical and horizontal alignment and sight distance 

as determined by the City Engineer. 
 
9. The Fire District and the Sheriff's Department must be consulted during the 

evaluation process for each project.  Other agencies interested in the project may be 
consulted. 
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City of Solvang 

Consideration of Citizen Requests 

for Speed Humps Policy 

Effective Date:  08/25/2003 

City Council Approval Date: 08/25/2003 
 

CITIZEN INITIATED CONSIDERATION 
 
The consideration of the installation, modification or removal of a pavement surface feature 
may be initiated by citizen request in accordance with the following procedures. 
1. All requests shall be made by formal petition (forms will be supplied by the City 

Engineer).  A separate petition shall be used for each street. 
2. Completed petitions shall be delivered or mailed to: 
  City Engineer 
  City of Solvang 
  1644 Oak Street 
  Solvang, CA 93463 
3. After a petition is received, the City Engineer will: 
 a. Verify each petition to determine if it contains the requisite number of 

signatures. 
  Each petition must contain the signatures of residents representing at least 

67 percent of the residences, including apartments, fronting on the street.  
This typically means direct road frontage of a residence, but can also include 
side and rear yard frontages depending on the specific circumstance. 

 b. If the number of citizen requests is in excess of staff resources to 
concurrently process them, staff will prepare a listing of requests, prioritized 
by date of receipt. 

 c. Staff will obtain preliminary traffic data including traffic volumes, traffic 
speeds, and accident history. 

 d. Staff will prepare a recommendation to the City Council as to whether the 
request initially appears to be consistent with this Program. 

 e. The City Engineer shall publish notice of a public hearing at which the City 
Council will consider the citizen request.  All interested persons will be invited 
to appear and present information.  Notices shall be published in a local 
newspaper serving the area at least 10 days prior to the public hearing, and 
shall also be posted along the road for which the request is made, at all 
intersections on the road segment, and along any adjacent parallel roads. 

4. The citizen request to initiate the consideration on the installation, modification, or 
removal of a pavement surface feature project will be presented to the City Council 
at the noticed, public hearing.  After receiving public input and considering the staff 
report, City Council will decide if the citizen request is approved for further 
processing. 
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 PETITION REQUESTING CONSIDERATION OF SPEED HUMPS 
 
We, the undersigned residents of the following street: 
 
 
                                        
Street and block(s) 
 
hereby petition the City of Solvang to consider the installation of speed humps on our 
street.  We fully understand that the petition must contain the signatures of residents 
representing at least 67% of the residences, including apartments, fronting on the street or 
at least 67% of the residents, including apartments, fronting on streets impacted by the 
diverted traffic.  Further, it is fully understood that the petition must be verified by the City 
Engineer to determine if it contains the requisite number of signatures. 
 
The City Engineer will inform the residents or neighborhood representative within 45 days 
following receipt of the petition whether the street is eligible for consideration of speed 
humps and whether further processing is warranted.  The City Engineer will also notify 
residents whether additional signatures are required from 67% of residents fronting on 
other streets impacted by diverted traffic. 
 
By signing this petition, I agree not to oppose the installation of a speed hump with 

signage in front or adjacent to my residence. 
 
 Phone 
     Name   Address Number 
Neighborhood 
Representative:                                                         
 
 Daytime 
Signature    Address   Date Phone # 
 
             

             

             

             

             

              

 
 
Please add an asterisk (*) following your name if your are an apartment manager or an 
officer (give title) of a condominium association (signing on behalf of your association). 
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 PETITION REQUESTING CONSIDERATION OF SPEED HUMPS 
 
 
By signing this petition, I agree not to oppose the installation of a speed hump with 

signage in front or adjacent to my residence. 
 
                                          
Street  
 Phone 
     Name   Address Number 
Neighborhood 
Representative:             
   
 Daytime 
Signature    Address   Date Phone # 
 
             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

              

 
 
Please add an asterisk (*) following your name if your are an apartment manager or an 
officer (give title) of a condominium association (signing on behalf of your association). 
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