
 
 

CITY OF BUELLTON 
 

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA 
Regular Meeting of February 28, 2013 – 6:00 p.m. 
City Council Chambers, 140 West Highway 246 

Buellton, California 
 

Copies of staff reports or other written documentation relating to each item of business referred to on this 
Agenda are on file in the office of the City Clerk and are available for public inspection 

 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
 Mayor Judith Dale 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
 Vice Mayor John Connolly 
  
ROLL CALL 
 

Council Members Ed Andrisek, Leo Elovitz, Holly Sierra, Vice Mayor John Connolly, 
and Mayor Judith Dale 

 
REORDERING OF AGENDA 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Speaker Slip to be completed and turned in to the City Clerk prior to commencement of meeting. Limited to 
matters not otherwise appearing on the agenda.  Limited to three (3) minutes per speaker.  No action will 
be taken at this meeting. 
 

CONSENT CALENDAR                (ACTION) 
The following items are scheduled for consideration as a group.  Any Council Member, the City Attorney, 
or the City Manager may request that an item be withdrawn from the Consent Agenda to allow for full 
discussion. 

 
1. Minutes of February 14, 2013 Regular City Council Meeting 

 
2. Minutes of February 13, 2013 Special City Council Meeting 
 
3. List of Claims to be Approved and Ratified for Payment to Date for Fiscal Year 

2012-13 
 

4. Consideration of Reallocation of Funding to People Helping People 
 (Staff Contact: Finance Director Muñoz) 
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PRESENTATIONS                             
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS                                                                               (POSSIBLE ACTION) 
 
5. Ordinance No. 13-02  – “An Ordinance of the City Council of the City of Buellton, 

California, Adopting Revisions to Title 19 (Zoning) of the Buellton Municipal Code 
(13-ZOA-01) Relating to Section 19.04.170.E.6.d, Community Identification Signs 
and Making Findings in Support Thereof”   (Introduction and First Reading)   
 (Staff Contact: Planning Director Bierdzinski) 

 
COUNCIL MEMBER COMMENTS 
 
COUNCIL ITEMS 
 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 

Written communications are included in the agenda packets.  Any Council Member, the City Manager, or 
City Attorney may request that a written communication be read into the record. 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS  
This Agenda listing is the opportunity for Council Members to give verbal Committee Reports on any 
meetings recently held for which the Council Members are the City representatives thereto. 
 

BUSINESS ITEMS             (POSSIBLE ACTION)   
  
6. Presentation by Caltrans Regarding Capital Preventative Maintenance Project 

(CAPM) and Sidewalk Improvements 
 (Staff Contact: Public Works Director Hess) 
 

7. Discussion and Possible Changes Regarding Trips Offered by the Recreation 
Department 
 (Staff Contact: Recreation Coordinator Abello) 
 

8. Resolution No. 13-01 – “A Resolution of the City Council of the City of Buellton, 
California, Regarding Parking Restrictions at Various Transit Stop Locations” 
 (Staff Contact: Public Works Director Hess) 
 

9. Department Head Reports – (Finance, Personnel, Planning, Public Works, and 
Sheriff’s Department) 

  
CITY MANAGER’S REPORT        
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 

The next meeting of the City Council will be held on Thursday, March 14, 2013 at 6:00 
p.m. 
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City Manager Review:  JHK 
Council Agenda Item No.:        1 

 

CITY OF BUELLTON 
 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
Regular Meeting of February 14, 2013 

City Council Chambers, 140 West Highway 246 
Buellton, California 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
 Mayor Judith Dale called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

Council Member Leo Elovitz led the Pledge of Allegiance 
 

ROLL CALL 
 

Present: Council Members Ed Andrisek, Leo Elovitz, Holly Sierra, Vice Mayor 
John Connolly and Mayor Judith Dale 

 
Staff: City Manager John Kunkel, City Attorney Ralph Hanson, Public Works 

Director Rose Hess, Planning Director Marc Bierdzinski, Finance Director 
Annette Muñoz, and City Clerk Linda Reid 

 
REORDERING OF AGENDA 

 
None 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 

Kathy Vreeland, Executive Director of the Buellton Chamber and Visitor’s Bureau, 
announced that the Buellton Wine and Chili Festival is scheduled for Sunday, March 17 
at Flying Flags RV Park and encouraged everyone to attend.  

 
 Nancy Frazier, Buellton, requested the Council consider adding a YMCA in Buellton.  
 
CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
1. Minutes of January 24, 2013 Regular City Council Meeting 
 
2. List of Claims to be Approved and Ratified for Payment to Date for Fiscal Year 

2012-13 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
That the City Council approve the Consent Calendar as listed.   
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MOTION: 
Motion by Council Member Andrisek, seconded by Council Member Sierra approving 
the consent calendar as listed. 
 
VOTE: 
Motion passed by a roll call vote of 5-0. 

 
PRESENTATIONS 
  
 None 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 
  

None 
 
COUNCIL MEMBER COMMENTS 
 

Council Member Elovitz discussed the Council Workshop held February 13 and stated 
that staff provided valuable information regarding Public Works and Planning and that 
the public is invited and encouraged to attend future workshops.  Mr. Elovitz announced 
that the workshop PowerPoint presentations are available on the City’s website. 
 
Council Member Sierra stated the Russ Hicks memorial park bench dedication was held 
on February 9 at Riverview Park and the event was well attended and the bench is 
beautiful. 
 
Council Member Andrisek announced the Green Business luncheon was held this week 
and it was well attended. 
 
Mayor Dale announced that during the month of February, Rabobank will match all 
donations made to the Buellton Library and encouraged everyone to donate to the 
Library. 
 
Mayor Dale announced that the next Council Workshop will focus on Finance and has 
been scheduled for Wednesday, March 20 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers.  
 

COUNCIL ITEMS 
 

Council Member Sierra requested that staff agendize the discussion of future Parks and 
Recreation trips at the February 28 Council meeting. 

 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 
  

None 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 
 None 
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BUSINESS ITEMS 
 
3. Presentation by Kathy Vreeland, Executive Director of the Buellton Chamber of 

Commerce and Visitors Bureau Regarding the Transient Occupancy Tax Allocation  
 
Kathy Vreeland, Executive Director of the Buellton Chamber and Visitor’s Bureau, 
provided a presentation on what the Chamber of Commerce and Visitors Bureau does for 
the community and their need for additional funding from the increased Transient 
Occupancy Tax (TOT) allocation.  Ms. Vreeland provided a handout for the record. 
 
The City Council discussed the following issues: 
 Directional signs 
 TOT allocation to be discussed as part of the budget process 

 
4. Direction to Staff on Request for Proposals (RFP) on Branding and Economic 

Development 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That the City Council provide direction to staff on whether to budget for branding and 
economic development consultants and issue the RFP’s based on that direction. 
 
STAFF REPORT: 
Planning Director Bierdzinski presented the staff report. 
 
DOCUMENTS: 
Staff Report with attachments (Draft RFP’s for Branding and Economic Development 
and Council minutes from August 9, 2012) 

 
SPEAKERS/DISCUSSION: 
Ron Anderson, President of the Buellton Chamber of Commerce, discussed the Transient 
Occupancy Tax allocation and requested the Council develop goals for the Chamber to 
achieve.  
 
The City Council discussed the following issues: 
 Beginning the RFP process for Economic Development 
 Not moving forward with branding at this time 
 Determine funding for Economic Development once RFP’s are received  
 Reopen the Request for Qualifications (RFQ) process or use the seven firms who 

have already submitted Statement of Qualifications (SOQ) 
 

DIRECTION 
The City Council agreed by consensus to direct staff to issue the RFP for Economic 
Development with three sections (economic development plan, on-call services, and an 
optional strategy) and only sending the RFP to the seven firms who submitted an SOQ. 
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5. Consideration of Parking Restrictions at Various Transit Stop Locations 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
That the City Council direct staff to prepare a Resolution for adoption of the parking 
restrictions to be heard at the next council meeting. 
 
STAFF REPORT: 
Public Works Director Hess presented the staff report. 
 
DOCUMENTS: 
Staff Report with attachment (Site photos) 

 
DISCUSSION: 
The City Council discussed parking restrictions at the following locations with direction 
noted: 
 Houston’s Liquor – white curb 
 Meadowview Drive – no changes at this time 
 Highway 246 at Park Circle –  red curb 
 Highway 246 at Valley Station – red curb 
 McMurray Road across from Movie Theater – red curb 

 
MOTION: 
Motion by Council Member Andrisek, seconded by Council Member Sierra directing 
staff to prepare a Resolution consistent with the Council’s direction for adoption of the 
parking restrictions to be heard at the next council meeting. 
 
VOTE: 
Motion passed by a roll call vote of 5-0. 

 
6. Consideration of the Adoption of the Tajiguas Resource Recovery Project Term 

Sheet 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That the City Council adopt the Tajiguas Resource Recovery Project Term Sheet and 
authorize the City Manager to execute the Term Sheet on the City’s behalf. 
 
STAFF REPORT: 
City Attorney Hanson presented the staff report. 
 
DOCUMENTS: 
Staff Report with attachment (Tajiguas Resource Recovery Project term sheet) 

 
MOTION: 
Motion by Council Member Andrisek, seconded by Council Member Elovitz adopting 
the Tajiguas Resource Recovery Project Term Sheet and authorize the City Manager to 
execute the Term Sheet on the City’s behalf. 
 
VOTE: 
Motion passed by a voice vote of 5-0. 
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7. Department Head Reports – (Finance, Personnel, Planning, Public Works, and 

Sheriff’s Department) 
 

Department Heads provided informational reports for the record. 
 

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 
 

City Manager Kunkel provided an informational report for the record.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 

 
Mayor Dale adjourned the regular meeting at 7:50 p.m.  The next regular meeting of the 
City Council will be held on Thursday, February 28, 2013 at 6:00 p.m.   
 
 

 
________________________________ 

Judith Dale 
Mayor 

 
ATTEST: 
 
 
___________________________________ 
Linda Reid 
City Clerk 
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CITY OF BUELLTON 

 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

Special Meeting of February 13, 2013 
City Council Chambers, 140 West Highway 246 

Buellton, California 
 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
 Mayor Judith Dale called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

Council Member Ed Andrisek led the Pledge of Allegiance 
 

ROLL CALL 
 

Present: Council Members Ed Andrisek, Leo Elovitz, Holly Sierra, Vice 
Mayor John Connolly, and Mayor Judith Dale 

 
Staff: City Manager John Kunkel, Public Works Director Rose Hess, 

Planning Director Marc Bierdzinski, and City Clerk Linda Reid 
 

REORDERING OF AGENDA 
 

 None 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
 None 
 
BUSINESS ITEMS 

 
1. PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 

Water and Sewer System Overview 
 

DISCUSSION: 
Public Works Director Hess provided a PowerPoint presentation outlining Buellton’s 
water and sewer systems.  
 
The City Council discussed the following issues: 
 Water and sewer systems 
 Biking and walking trails in Buellton 
 Touring the Wastewater Treatment Plant  
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2. PLANNING DEPARTMENT 
Planning Department Overview 

 
DISCUSSION: 
Planning Director Bierdzinski provided a PowerPoint presentation outlining an overview 
of the Planning Department’s functions and projects. 
 
The City Council discussed the following issues:  
 Permit processes and economic development 

 
ADJOURNMENT 

 
Mayor Dale adjourned the special meeting at 9:00 p.m.  The next regular meeting of the 
City Council will be held on Thursday, February 14, 2013 at 6:00 p.m.    
 

 
 

________________________________ 
Judith Dale 

Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
___________________________________ 
Linda Reid 
City Clerk 
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CITY OF BUELLTON 

City Council Agenda Staff Report 
 
 

City Manager Review:   JHK 
Council Agenda Item No.:        4 

 
 
To:    The Honorable Mayor and City Council 
 
From:    Annette Muñoz, Finance Director 
 
Meeting Date:   February 28, 2013 
 
Subject: Consideration of Reallocation of Funding to People Helping 

People   
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
BACKGROUND 

 
At the April 26, 2012 Buellton City Council meeting Council approved funding of $8,000 
to People Helping People (PHP) to be allocated as follows: $1,500 for Program Support 
(Food and Homelessness Prevention Programs), $1,500 for the Advocates for Domestic 
and Child Abuse Prevention (ADCAP) and $5,000 for the “Seeking Success” after school 
program at Jonata School.  Since then, PHP has had an opportunity to raise additional 
funds that have a restricted use for the after school program.  Therefore, PHP has 
requested that the $5,000 originally allocated for the after school program be reallocated 
to PHP’s Food and Homelessness Prevention Programs.  

 
FISCAL IMPACT 
 

The item will not have any fiscal impact on the City. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 

That the City Council approve the reallocation of the $5,000 originally allocated for the 
after school program to the Food and Homelessness Prevention Programs.  
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CITY OF BUELLTON 
City Council Agenda Staff Report 

 
City Manager Review:   JHK 

Council Agenda Item No.:        5 
  

 
To: The Honorable Mayor and City Council 
  
From:    Planning Commission 

By: Marc Bierdzinski, Planning Director 
 
Meeting Date: February 28, 2013 
 
Subject: Ordinance No. 13-02 –  “An Ordinance of the City Council of the 

City of Buellton, California, Adopting Revisions to Title 19 
(Zoning) of the Buellton Municipal Code (13-ZOA-01) Relating to 
Section 19.04.170.E.6.d, Community Identification Signs and 
Making Findings in Support Thereof” (Introduction and First 
Reading)  

 
 
BACKGROUND 
 

The Buellton Chamber of Commerce is interested in installing a community 
identification sign at the north end of the City in order to promote economic 
development. However, the current wording of the community identification sign section 
of the Municipal Code (Section 19.04.170.E.6.d) does not meet the needs from an 
economic development standpoint. Therefore, additional details and standards for these 
types of signs have been drafted. 
 
The proposed wording is contained in Ordinance No. 13-02. New wording is underlined 
and deleted wording is in strikeout. The wording that has been added sets more 
parameters for the community identification sign, including size and height. The current 
wording for these types of signs could allow signs that are larger and taller than what is 
being proposed. 
 
In summary, the following changes are proposed: 
 

 Only one community identification sign shall be permitted (existing vested 
billboards do not count against this total). The current code allows two of these 
signs 

 The sign shall be located within 100 feet of Highway 101 and is only allowed in 
the CR and M zoning districts. The current code does not specify location or 
zoning 
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 The sign shall be a maximum of 35 feet in height and the sign area shall be a 
maximum of 1,200 square feet. The current code does not contain height or size 
standards 

 All lighting shall be directed downward. The current code does not contain 
standards to protect night skies 

 The primary copy of the sign shall be the identification of Buellton to freeway 
travellers. However, a maximum of two Buellton or Santa Ynez Valley businesses 
may be listed on each face of the sign. The “Welcome to Buellton” message and 
the two businesses would each comprise 1/3 of the sign. The current code does 
not permit businesses to be on the signs – this change is being proposed to 
promote economic development  

 The sign shall be sponsored by the City of Buellton or the Buellton Chamber of 
Commerce/Visitor’s Bureau. The businesses on the signs would be reviewed by 
the City’s Economic Development Task Force comprised of Chamber, staff, and 
City Council representatives. The task force would make recommendations to the 
Chamber. The current code does not specify who can sponsor the sign 

  
These signs would still require review and approval by the Planning Commission. In 
addition, maintenance of the signs are addressed through existing Section 19.04.174(C) of 
the sign code. This section of the code applies to all signage in the City and is worded as 
follows: 

 
All signs shall be maintained in a safe, legible condition, and shall not be in a state 
of disrepair. Sign face messages must be removed from an abandoned sign if a 
location has been out of business for six months of more; however, the sign structure 
may remain if property owner is actively pursuing a new tenant or buyer. 
“Disrepair” shall include, but not be limited to, burned out lights, broken sign faces 
or sign structures, peeling paint, and weathered or discolored sign faces or 
structures.   

 
The Chamber of Commerce has provided draft examples of what such a sign would look 
like from a size and height standpoint from both directions on the freeway (Attachments 1 
through 4). 
 
At their January 17, 2013, public hearing, the Planning Commission adopted Resolution 
No. 13-01 (Attachment 5) which recommends that the City Council adopt the proposed 
Zoning Ordinance amendments. 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW 
 

This project is exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act because it can be 
seen with certainty that there is no possibility that the activity in question may have a 
significant effect on the environment.   
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FISCAL IMPACT 
 

No fiscal impacts are anticipated as a result of the proposed Zoning Ordinance 
Amendment.    

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 

That the City Council consider the introduction and first reading of Ordinance No. 13-02 
– “An Ordinance of the City Council of the City of Buellton, California, Adopting 
Revisions to Title 19 (Zoning) of the Buellton Municipal Code (13-ZOA-01) Relating to 
Section 19.04.170.E.6.d, Community Identification Signs and Making Findings in 
Support Thereof” by title only and waive further reading. 
 

ATTACHMENTS 
 
 Ordinance No. 13-02 

Attachment 1 – Possible Sign (view southbound) 
Attachment 2 – Close up of southbound layout 
Attachment 3 – Possible Sign (view northbound) 
Attachment 4 – Close up of northbound layout 
Attachment 5 – Planning Commission Resolution No. 13-01 
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ORDINANCE NO. 13-02 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
BUELLTON, CALIFORNIA, AMENDING TITLE 19 (ZONING) 
OF THE BUELLTON MUNICIPAL CODE (13-ZOA-01) 
RELATING TO SECTION 19.04.170.E.6.d, COMMUNITY 
IDENTIFICATION SIGNS AND MAKING FINDINGS IN 
SUPPORT THEREOF  

 
 

SECTION 1:    The Buellton Chamber of Commerce is interested in installing a 
community identification sign at the north end of the City in order to promote economic 
development. However, the current wording of the community identification sign section 
of the Municipal Code (Section 19.04.170.E.6.d) does not meet the needs from an 
economic development standpoint. Therefore, additional details and standards for these 
types of signs have been drafted. The Planning Commission held public hearings on 
January 3, 2013, and January 17, 2013, and reviewed the suggested changes to this 
section and has recommended approval of the changes on a 3-0 vote as noted in Planning 
Commission Resolution No. 13-01. 
 
 SECTION 2: All proceedings having been duly taken as required by law, and 
upon review of the information provided in the staff report, consideration of the 
testimony given at the public hearing, as well as other pertinent information, the City 
Council finds the following: 
 

A. Record.  Prior to rendering a decision on any aspect of the proposed 
zoning ordinance amendments, the City Council considered the following: 

 
1. All public testimony, both written and oral, received in conjunction 

with the public hearings conducted by the Planning Commission 
on January 3, 2013, and January 17, 2013 (“Planning Commission 
Public Hearings”). 
 

2. All oral, written and visual materials presented by City staff in 
conjunction with the Planning Commission Public Hearings. 

 
3. All public testimony, both written and oral, received in conjunction 

with that certain public hearing conducted by the City Council on 
February 28, 2013 (“City Council Public Hearing”). 

 
4. All oral, written and visual materials presented by City staff in 

conjunction with the City Council Public Hearing. 
 
5. The following informational documents which, by this reference, 

are incorporated herein. 
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a. That certain written report submitted to the City Council 
dated February 28, 2013 (the “Staff Report”). 

 
b. The report and recommendation of the Planning 

Commission approved on January 17, 2013, and set forth in 
Resolution No. 13-01. 

 

B. Public Review.  On the basis of evidence hereinafter listed, all 
administrative procedures and public participation requirements prescribed 
in the Buellton Zoning Ordinance have been lawfully satisfied: 

 
1. A notice was published in a legal section of a newspaper on 

February 14, 2013 (the “Public Notice”), a minimum of ten (10) 
days in advance of the Public Hearing conducted on February 28, 
2013. 

 
2. The Public Notice was posted in three public locations on February 

14, 2013, a minimum of 10 days in advance of the Public Hearing. 
 

C. Environmental Clearance.  This project is exempt from the California 
Environmental Quality Act because it can be seen with certainty that there 
is no possibility that the activity in question may have a significant effect 
on the environment.  
  

D. Consistency Declarations.  Based on (i) the evidence presented in the 
Staff Report (incorporated herein by reference), (ii) consultations with 
affected City Departments, and (iii) testimony and comments received in 
connection with the public hearing, the City Council does hereby declare 
as follows: 
 
1.  Zoning Ordinance Amendments. 
 
 a. Findings: 
 

i. The Amendment is in the interests of the general 
community welfare as it promotes economic 
development. 

 

ii. The Amendment is consistent with the General 
Plan, the requirements of state planning and zoning 
laws, and Title 19 of the Zoning Ordinance. 

 

iii. The Amendment is consistent with good zoning and 
planning practices. 
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 SECTION 3:  
 

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BUELLTON DOES HEREBY 
ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS (ADDITIONS ARE UNDERLINED, DELETIONS ARE IN 
STRIKEOUT): 
 
19.04.170 Sign Title 
 
E. Prohibited Signs 
 
6. Off-Premise Signs. Signs that advertise a business, activity or service that is not 
offered or sold on the premises, including billboards, except that the following are 
allowed: 
 
d. A Ccommunity identification signs that identifiesy Buellton to freeway travellers under 
the following conditions: , provided that no more than two such signs may be allowed, 
the signs shall not identify individual businesses, and the signs shall be subject to the 
approval of an exemption by the Planning Commission (Section 19.04.174(A)(2)).  
 
i. Only one community identification sign shall be permitted (existing vested 

billboards do not count against this total). 
ii. The sign shall be located within 100 feet of Highway 101 and is only allowed in 

the CR and M zoning districts. 
iii. The sign shall be a maximum of 35 feet in height and the sign area shall be a 

maximum of 1,200 square feet. 
iv. All lighting shall be directed downward. 
v. The primary copy of the sign shall be the identification of Buellton to freeway 

travellers. However, a maximum of two Buellton or Santa Ynez Valley businesses 
may be listed on each face of the sign. Each business shall be limited to a 
maximum of 1/3 of the area of the sign. 

vi. The sign shall be approved pursuant to the Planning Commission Exemption 
process identified in Section 19.04.174(A)(2) of this title. 

vii. The sign shall be for non-profit purposes and shall be sponsored by the City of 
Buellton or the Buellton Chamber of Commerce/Visitor’s Bureau. Any charges 
received for identification on the sign shall be limited to covering the cost of the 
installation and ongoing maintenance of the sign. 

viii. Businesses to be located on the sign shall be approved by the Buellton Chamber 
of Commerce/Visitor’s Bureau upon a recommendation from the City’s Economic 
Development Task Force. 

ix. Maintenance of the sign shall be in accordance with Section 19.04.174(C) of this 
Title. 
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SECTION 4:  If any section, subsection, subdivision, sentence, clause, phrase, or 
portion of this Ordinance is, for any reason, held to be invalid or unconstitutional by the 
decision of any court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the validity 
of the remaining portions of this Ordinance.  The City Council hereby declares that it 
would have adopted this Ordinance irrespective of the fact that any one or more sections, 
subsections, subdivision, sentences, clauses, phrases or portions thereof be declared 
invalid or unconstitutional. 
 
 SECTION 5:  The City Clerk: (i) shall certify as to the passage of this Ordinance 
and shall cause the same to be published as required by law; (ii) is hereby authorized and 
directed to make typographical, grammatical and similar corrections in the final text of 
the Ordinance so long as such corrections do not constitute substantive changes in 
context; and (iii) cause the Buellton Municipal Code to be reprinted by deleting language 
contained within Section 3 of this Ordinance that is stricken and adding language that is 
underlined.  
 
 PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED this _____ of March 2013.  
 

  
 
          

__________________________________ 
             Judith Dale 

Mayor 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
      
Linda Reid 
City Clerk 
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CITY OF BUELLTON 
City Council Agenda Staff Report 

 
City Manager Review:   JHK 

Council Agenda Item No.:        7 
 
To: The Honorable Mayor and City Council 
 
From: Kyle Abello, Recreation Coordinator 
 
Meeting Date: February 28, 2013 
  
Subject: Discussion and Possible Changes Regarding Trips Offered by the 

Recreation Department 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
BACKGROUND 

When the Recreation Center Coordinator was first hired nearly five years ago, she 
brought with her a wealth of experience from her previous career working with seniors 
and specifically in coordinating activities for older adults.  Among the activities that were 
initiated along with the opening of the Buellton Community Recreation Center were 
longer term excursions to various destinations.  Differing from the standard day trips to 
shows and museums that had been offered previously, these excursions represented a new 
enterprise for Buellton Recreation and the City.   
 
As with any new project, there was initial concern regarding liability exposure so the 
City’s Risk Manager at the time sought the advice of the City’s insurer, California Joint 
Powers Insurance Authority (CJPIA).  Through several meetings and phone consultations 
with Jim Gross, then the City’s CJPIA representative, it was determined that other CJPIA 
member cities offered similar excursions and the risks associated with such trips could be 
mitigated through the judicious use of hold harmless agreements, liability waivers (see 
attachment), and securing additional insured coverage when working with independent 
travel companies.  Satisfied with CJPIA’s explanation, the Risk Manager at that time 
allowed the excursions to continue and many Buellton residents have taken advantage of 
the recreational opportunities over the last several years.  Attached for your review are 
the recreation publications of several other cities that partner with independent travel 
companies including CJPIA member, City of Diamond Bar. 
 
As the Recreation Center Coordinator gained experience and researched the best options 
for travel, she discovered that there were additional benefits to working with independent 
travel companies when planning these long term excursions.  Besides the travel 
experience and tour contacts these private companies have accumulated from years in the 
business, they are able to offer discounted rates to our local residents by bundling small 
groups like ours together with other small groups across the country in order to secure 
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prices that would ordinarily only be available to extremely large travel groups.  In 
addition, because these independent travel companies like Collette Vacations or Caravan 
were receiving assistance in registering and reaching out to our local population, they 
were able to pass on the commission that would normally be given to a travel agent as 
revenue to the City.  This essentially opened up a new source of revenue to the City and 
amounts to several thousand dollars per trip.  Another byproduct of offering trips through 
a travel company rather than organizing it directly is the fact that payment and liability 
are handled by the travel company. This results in less work for the City’s Finance 
Department as no trip payments are processed through the City’s accounts, and reduced 
liability exposure.  A letter from David Cook, Regional Sales Manager for Collette 
Vacations, is attached to provide an overview of the history of service and benefits 
offered to residents who travel with their company. 
 
Recently, the City Manager has heard liability concerns about long term excursions from 
Assistant Executive Officer/Buellton’s interim CJPIA representative, Norman Lefmann.  
As noted in the attached letter, he is specifically concerned with the fact that a City 
employee accompanies the participants on trips, which increases the City’s liability 
exposure that would otherwise be borne largely by the travel company in the absence of 
direct involvement by a paid City staff member.  The reason that a staff member was 
originally traveling with trip participants was to take care of all the logistical snags like 
missed connections, lost luggage, hotel accommodations, and group coordination that 
make for a smooth travel experience, especially for seniors. Subsequent conversations in 
person with Mr. Lefmann have confirmed that this arrangement represents increased 
liability as it may imply that the City is directly sponsoring these excursions, rather than 
outsourcing the travel service through an independent company.  However, if the trips 
through independent travel companies are promoted as such and no paid City staff 
member accompanies the group, this risk can be mitigated while continuing to provide a 
beneficial service to the community. 
 
Therefore, staff recommends that the City Council continue to allow long term 
excursions through independent travel companies, without paid City employee 
supervision on the trips.   

 
FISCAL IMPACT 

If long term excursions are discontinued, the fiscal impact would be a decrease in 
projected Recreation revenues in the range of $8,000-$15,000 annually.  The average 
commission to the City per trip is approximately $3,000.  

 
RECOMMENDATION 

That the City Council continue to allow long term excursions through independent travel 
companies, without paid City employee supervision on the trips.   
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ATTACHMENTS 
 

Attachment 1 - Buellton’s Hold Harmless Agreement & Liability Waiver 
Attachment 2 - Recreation Publications from the Cities of La Habra, Diamond Bar, and 

                                      Pleasant Valley (Camarillo) 
Attachment 3 - Letter from David Cook, Collette Vacations  
Attachment 4 - Various References provided by Collette Vacations 
Attachment 5 - Letter from Norman Lefmann, California JPIA 
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February 20, 2013 
 
To Whom It May Concern,  
 
Collette Vacations is the oldest tour operator in the United States, having 
offered escorted tours throughout the world since in 1918 from our 
headquarters in New England.  
 
In our 95 years of doing business we have created a specialized model to 
cater to groups and their particular travel needs. Within the state of 
California alone we partner with over 25 different municipalities to offer 
travel to their residents. We offer a unique set of benefits and protections 
designed to protect these partners from liability as well as to protect their 
travelers from exposure. 
 
We are the only travel company that insures the cities we work with as 
additionally insured on our $50 million liability insurance policy. In the 25 
years since our present CFO implemented our coverage, neither Collette nor 
any of our travel partners have ever been sued or found liable for an incident 
on a Collette Vacations trip.   
 
Collette Vacations is also entirely debt-free; our finances are audited every 
year by Dun and Bradstreet and the results of those audits are publicly 
available. Our financial stability is also reflected in our “No Worries” travel 
protection waiver that promises Collette travelers full cash refund if a trip is 
cancelled right up until the day prior to departure. 
 
Simply stated, we remove entirely the financial and liability risk to our 
travel partners and their travelers when they partner with Collette Vacations.  
 
Our stability and security combined with our benefits make for a very 
appealing and profitable travel program for municipalities that offer 
programs to active adults and seniors. In addition to the actual commission 
paid to those cities we work with, we also offer special arrangements 
available only to groups, such as group discounts and hometown transfers to 
the departure airport. Our local Sales Representatives also provide 

162 Middle Street • Pawtucket, RI  02860 USA • Telephone: 401-728-3805 • www.collettevacations.com 
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informational meetings to answer traveler’s questions about each trip and 
departure briefings to make sure travelers embark on a trip feeling 
comfortable and confident about their tour.  
 
Many of the cities we partner with find that they are able to offer residents 
the chance to travel that they might not otherwise enjoy if the opportunity 
weren’t otherwise offered through their senior center or city parks and 
recreation department. Attached you will find several references from a 
number of cities that have been long term partners that detail their successes 
and experiences with Collette Vacations. 
 
It has been our pleasure in recent years to safely and securely offer travel 
options to area residents through the Buellton Recreation Center. I sincerely 
hope that we may continue that partnership in the years to come!  Please feel 
free to contact me directly if you have any questions. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
David Cook 
Regional Sales Manager 
Western United States 
Tel: 866-537-1921 
Email: dcook@collettevacations.com 
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CITY OF BUELLTON 
City Council Agenda Staff Report 

 
City Manager Review:   JHK 

Council Agenda Item No.:        8 
 

To: The Honorable Mayor and City Council 
 
From: Rose Hess, Public Works Director 
 
Meeting Date: February 28, 2013 
  
Subject: Resolution No. 13-01 – “A Resolution of the City Council of the 

City of Buellton, California, Regarding Parking Restrictions at 
Various Transit Stop Locations” 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
BACKGROUND 

On February 14, 2013, the City Council reviewed the requests and evaluations made for 
parking restrictions at various transit stop locations.  There are 5 transit stops, which have 
been identified by staff and the SYVT operators that have had safety issues arise during 
transit operations.  Buses are supposed to stop directly in front of the bus shelter for 
access, however for these particular locations listed, there are either vehicles parked in 
place or parked too close for the bus driver to safely maneuver.   

The Council had consensus for the following areas: 

1. Avenue of Flags @ Second Street (Houston Liquor) – 60’ of white curb 
2. Meadow View Drive @ Meadow Road (River View Park) – No curb markings 
3. Highway 246 @ Park Circle (Ranch Club Mobile Home Park) – 60’ red curb 
4. Highway 246 @ Valley Station Drive (west of Post Office) – 60’ red curb 
5. McMurray Road (across from Theater) – additional 10’ of red curb 
 
Staff was directed to return with the attached Resolution No. 13-01 and Exhibit A. 

FISCAL IMPACT 

Approval of curb painting will have minimal Fiscal Impact as the markings can be 
completed by staff. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That the City Council approve Resolution No. 13-01 – “A Resolution of the City Council 
of the City of Buellton, California, Regarding Parking Restrictions at Various Transit 
Stop Locations” 
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ATTACHMENTS 
 

Resolution No. 13-01 
Exhibit A 
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RESOLUTION NO. 13-01 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF BUELLTON, CALIFORNIA, REGARDING PARKING 
RESTRICTIONS AT VARIOUS TRANSIT STOP 
LOCATIONS 
 
  

 WHEREAS, certain portions of the Santa Barbara County Code, including Chapter 23: 
Motor Vehicles and Traffic, have been adopted as part of the Buellton Municipal Code; and 
 
 WHEREAS, California Vehicle Code Section 22507 and Section 23-11.1 of the Santa 
Barbara County Code authorizes the City Council, by Resolution, to designate limited, no 
parking, loading, and bus zones; and  
 
 WHEREAS, Section 23-11.1(a) of the Santa Barbara County Code designates that a red 
curb shall mean no stopping, standing or parking at any time except as permitted by the 
California Vehicle Code except that a bus may stop in a red zone marked or signed as a bus 
zone; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the City has received requests based on operational safety from the Santa 
Ynez Transit Services to apply parking restrictions at these transit stop locations; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council finds that it is in the best interests of the community and 
the transit operators to restrict parking, with appropriate red curb markings and white curb 
markings, to provide safe zones for the transition and parking of the transit vehicles; and  
   
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of 
Buellton does hereby resolve, determine, and order as follows: 
 

SECTION 1.  The City Council hereby finds that the above recitations are true and 
correct and, accordingly, are incorporated as a material part of this Resolution. 
 

SECTION 2.  The City Council hereby restricts parking for 60 feet on Avenue of Flags 
south of Second Street (white curb), on Highway 246 west of Park Circle (red curb), on Highway 
246 east of Valley Station (red curb), and on McMurray Road north of Highway 246 (red curb), 
as shown on Exhibit “A” attached hereto and incorporated by this reference.  

 
SECTION 3.  The City Council hereby approves and directs to the installation (and 

subsequent maintenance) of red curb markings and white curb markings at the four locations as 
shown on Exhibit “A.” 
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SECTION 4.  The City Clerk shall certify to the adoption of this Resolution. 

 
 PASSED, APPROVED and ADOPTED this 28th day of February, 2013. 
 
 
    

_________________________________ 
    Judith Dale 

          Mayor  
 

 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
__________________________________  
Linda Reid 
City Clerk 
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