
 
 

CITY OF BUELLTON 
 

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA 
Regular Meeting of February 23, 2012 – 6:00 p.m. 
City Council Chambers, 140 West Highway 246 

Buellton, California 
 

Copies of staff reports or other written documentation relating to each item of business referred to on this 
Agenda are on file in the office of the City Clerk and are available for public inspection 

 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
 Mayor Holly Sierra 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
 Council Member Judith Dale 
  
ROLL CALL 
 

Council Members Ed Andrisek, Judith Dale, Leo Elovitz, Mayor Pro Tem Dave King, 
and Mayor Holly Sierra 

 
REORDERING OF AGENDA 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Speaker Slip to be completed and turned in to the City Clerk prior to commencement of meeting. Limited to 
matters not otherwise appearing on the agenda.  Limited to three (3) minutes per speaker.  No action will 
be taken at this meeting. 
 

CONSENT CALENDAR                (ACTION) 
The following items are scheduled for consideration as a group.  Any Council Member, the City Attorney, 
or the City Manager may request that an item be withdrawn from the Consent Agenda to allow for full 
discussion. 

 
1. Minutes of February 11, 2012 Special City Council Meeting 

 
2. Minutes of February 9, 2012 Regular City Council Meeting 
 
3. List of Claims to be Approved and Ratified for Payment to Date for Fiscal Year 

2011-12 
 

4. Acceptance of City of Buellton, California Financial Statements - June 30, 2011 
 (Staff Contact: Finance Director Muñoz) 
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5. Award of Bid for Rebuilding Patio Cover at Zaca Creek Golf Course 

(Staff Contact: City Manager Kunkel) 
 

PRESENTATIONS                             
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS                                                                                
 
COUNCIL MEMBER COMMENTS 
 
COUNCIL ITEMS 
 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 

Written communications are included in the agenda packets.  Any Council Member, the City Manager, or 
City Attorney may request that a written communication be read into the record. 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS  
This Agenda listing is the opportunity for Council Members to give verbal Committee Reports on any 
meetings recently held for which the Council Members are the City representatives thereto. 
 

BUSINESS ITEMS             (POSSIBLE ACTION)   
   
6. Resolution No. 12-05 – “A Resolution of the City Council of the City of Buellton, 

California, Adopting the Vision Plan for the City of Buellton” 
(Staff Contact: Planning Director Bierdzinski) 

 
CITY MANAGER’S REPORT        
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 

The next meeting of the City Council will be held on Thursday, March 8, 2012 at 6:00 
p.m. 
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City Manager Review:  JHK 
Council Agenda Item No.:        1 

 

 
CITY OF BUELLTON 

 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

Special Meeting of February 11, 2012 
City Council Chambers, 140 West Highway 246 

Buellton, California 
 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
 Mayor Sierra called the meeting to order at 9:05 a.m. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

Mayor Pro Tem Dave King led the Pledge of Allegiance 
 

ROLL CALL 
 

Present: Council Members Ed Andrisek, Judith Dale, Leo Elovitz, Mayor 
Pro Tem Dave King, and Mayor Holly Sierra 

 
Staff: City Manager John Kunkel, Planning Director Marc Bierdzinski, 

Finance Director Annette Muñoz, and City Clerk Linda Reid 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 

Brenda Kirby, Buellton, discussed cleaning up the property located at the northwest 
corner of Thumbelina Drive and Highway 246 and the red barn property located at 404 
East Highway 246.  Ms. Kirby also discussed the difficulty traveling down Zaca Street 
due to the number of vehicles parked on both sides of the street and that the street looks 
more like an alleyway than a street. 

 
BUSINESS ITEMS 

 
1. Branding 

 
DISCUSSION: 
The City Council discussed the importance of branding Buellton. 
 
The following individuals discussed branding Buellton: 
Ron Anderson, Buellton 
Larry Bishop, Buellton 
Bobby Ladner, Buellton 
Kathy Vreeland, Buellton 
Ron Dale, Buellton 
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DIRECTION: 
The City Council agreed by consensus to discuss branding after the Visioning 
presentation on February 23 and that City Manager Kunkel take the lead on the Branding 
issue. 

 
Mayor Sierra reordered the agenda to accommodate the speakers. 
 

4. Strategic Planning - Charlie Stauffer, Economic Alliance Steering Committee  
 
DISCUSSION: 
Charlie Stauffer discussed the Economic Alliance of Northern Santa Barbara County and 
provided a handout for the record. 
 

2. Parking Districts 
 
DISCUSSION: 
The City Council discussed parking districts in Buellton. 
 
Ron Anderson, Buellton stated he supports parking districts in Buellton. 
 

3. Charter City Status 
 
DISCUSSION: 
The City Council discussed exploring Charter City status. 
 
Joan Hartman, Buellton, stated that this issue was discussed at last year’s retreat and 
questioned why this item did not move forward from last year. 
 
Ron Anderson, Buellton, stated he supports Charter City status. 
 
Ron Dale, Buellton, discussed prevailing wage issues. 

 
DIRECTION: 
The City Council agreed by consensus to appoint representatives to a Charter City 
Committee within two weeks. 

 
5. Conversion Technology – Mark Schleich, SBC Resource Recovery & Waste 

Management Deputy Director  
 
SPEAKERS/DISCUSSION: 
Mark Schleich discussed conversion technology and provided a handout for the record. 
 
Larry Bishop, Ron Dale, and Peggy Brierton had questions regarding the presentation.  
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7. Life Insurance Benefit for Staff and Council Members 

 
SPEAKERS/DISCUSSION: 
The City Council discussed life insurance benefits for staff and Council Members. 
 
DIRECTION: 
The City Council agreed by consensus to direct staff to agendize this item for a regular 
meeting in March. 
 

6. Videotaping Council Meetings 
 
DIRECTION: 
The City Council agreed by consensus to direct staff to agendize this item for a regular 
meeting in March. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
Mayor Sierra adjourned the special meeting at 12:00 p.m.  The next regular meeting of 
the City Council will be held on Thursday, February 23, 2011 at 6:00 p.m.    
 

 
 

________________________________ 
Holly Sierra 

Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
___________________________________ 
Linda Reid 
City Clerk 
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City Manager Review:  JHK 
Council Agenda Item No.:        2 

 

CITY OF BUELLTON 
 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
Regular Meeting of February 9, 2012 

City Council Chambers, 140 West Highway 246 
Buellton, California 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
 Mayor Sierra called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
 

Mayor Sierra requested a moment of silence in honor of retired Public Works Director 
Bill Albrecht who passed away Sunday, February 5. 

 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

Council Member Leo Elovitz led the Pledge of Allegiance 
 

ROLL CALL 
 

Present: Council Members Ed Andrisek, Judith Dale, Leo Elovitz, Mayor Pro Tem 
Dave King, and Mayor Holly Sierra 

 
Staff: City Manager John Kunkel, City Attorney Ralph Hanson, City Engineer 

Rose Hess, Planning Director Marc Bierdzinski, Finance Director Annette 
Muñoz, Station Commander Lt. Julie McCammon, and City Clerk Linda 
Reid 

 
REORDERING OF AGENDA 

 
None 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 

Tom Cooper, Superintendent, Buellton Union School District, requested the City 
Council’s support for extending the School District’s current bond for another 11 years to 
help defray costs associated with upgrading the school’s kitchens, adding solar panels, 
adding a water well, etc. and provided a handout for the record. 
 
Eileen Anthony, Buellton, discussed the Smart Meter Opt Out program and thanked the 
City Council for their support of this issue. 
 
Peggy Brierton, Buellton, discussed changing the start time for Council meetings from 
6:00 to 7:00 p.m. and provided a handout for the record. 
 
Larry Rankin, Buellton, announced that he can get computers donated for the school 
district and spoke about Smart Meters.   
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CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
1. Minutes of January 26, 2012 Regular City Council Meeting 
 
2. List of Claims to be Approved and Ratified for Payment to Date for Fiscal Year 

2011-12 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
That the City Council approve Consent Calendar Items 1 and 2 as listed.   
 
MOTION: 
Motion by Mayor Pro Tem King, seconded by Council Member Andrisek approving 
Items 1 and 2 of the consent calendar as listed. 
 
VOTE: 
Motion passed by a roll call vote of 5-0. 
 

PRESENTATIONS 
 
3. Proclamation to Richard Sanford for being Inducted into the “Vintner’s Hall of 

Fame” 
 

Mayor Sierra read the Proclamation honoring Richard Sanford for being inducted into the 
Vintner’s Hall of Fame. 
 
Richard Sanford thanked the City Council for the proclamation and spoke about his time 
spent in the Santa Ynez Valley. 

 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 
 None 
 
COUNCIL MEMBER COMMENTS 
 

Council Member Andrisek announced that he, Mayor Pro Tem King, and Planning 
Director Bierdzinski attended the New Partners for Smart Growth conference in San 
Diego last week and stated that the program was very informative.  Written summaries 
were submitted for the record. 
 
Council Member Elovitz requested the Council meeting scheduled for February 23, 
where “Visioning” will be discussed, be moved to a larger location and that the meeting 
be promoted through the media. 

 
Council Member Elovitz requested a status report regarding the Avenue of Flags 
Criterium.  City Manager Kunkel provided an oral status report and stated he will provide 
further information after his meeting with the race organizers tomorrow. 
 
Mayor Sierra announced that Rabobank is matching donated funds to the Library through 
the month of February up to $500.  Refreshments will be served at the Library from 3:15 
to 5:00 p.m. on Valentine’s Day to thank everyone for donating to the Library.   
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Mayor Sierra announced that the Fire Department is offering a free CPR class in the 
Albertson’s parking lot on Valentine’s Day. 
 

COUNCIL ITEMS 
  
 None 
 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 
  

None 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
None 
 

BUSINESS ITEMS 
 

None 
 

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 
 

City Manager Kunkel provided an oral report regarding the quarterly City Manager’s 
meeting held February 8.  He also stated he will be attending the California Joint Powers 
Insurance Authority Executive Meeting on Monday, February 13. 

 
CITY ATTORNEY ITEMS       
 
4. Consideration of Term Limits for Council Members 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
That the City Council consider term limits for Council Members and if approved, 
determine the specific terms and conditions to include in a Council-sponsored initiative to 
present to voters. 
 
STAFF REPORT: 
City Attorney Hanson presented the staff report. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
The City Council discussed the following issues: 

 Charter City status could encompass term limits, which will still require a vote of 
the people 

 Council consensus included term limits of three consecutive terms  
 
DIRECTION: 
That staff prepare an ordinance regarding Council Member term limits and bring it back 
for Council review and discussion so that term limits can be placed on the November 6, 
2012 ballot. 
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CLOSED SESSION ITEMS      
 
5. PUBLIC EMPLOYMENT  

Discussion Regarding Hiring Public Works Director - California Government Code 
Section 54957  
 
Mayor Sierra called the Closed Session to order at 7:00 p.m.  The City Council met in 
Closed Session to discuss Item No. 5, Discussion Regarding Hiring Public Works 
Director - California Government Code Section 54957.  
 
Following the Closed Session, the City Council reconvened in Open Session and City 
Attorney Hanson made the following Closed Session announcement: 

 
The City Council met in Closed Session with all members present and discussed Item No. 
5.   The City Council received a report and no final action was taken. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 

 
Mayor Sierra adjourned the regular meeting at 7:16 p.m.  The next meeting of the City 
Council will be a special meeting scheduled for Saturday, February 11, 2012 at 9:00 a.m.   
 
 

 
________________________________ 

Holly Sierra 
Mayor 

ATTEST: 
 
 
 
___________________________________ 
Linda Reid 
City Clerk 
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CITY OF BUELLTON 
City Council Agenda Staff Report 

 
 

City Manager Review:  JHK 
Council Agenda Item No.:        4 

 
 
To:                             The Honorable Mayor and City Council 
 
From:                         Annette Muñoz, Finance Director 
 
Meeting Date:          February 23, 2012 
 
Subject:                    Acceptance of City of Buellton, California Financial Statements –  
                                   June 30, 2011 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
BACKGROUND 

 
At the end of each fiscal year an independent audit of the City’s financial records is 
required.  The audit for Fiscal Year 2010-11 has been completed by the firm of Moss, 
Levy and Hartzheim, LLP, Certified Public Accountants and is presented here for your 
review and acceptance.  
 

FISCAL IMPACT 
 
There is no fiscal impact to the City as a result of the approval of the financial statements. 
The cost of the preparation of the City’s Fiscal Year 2010-11 Audit is $19,320.00 and is 
included in the budget. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the City Council review and accept the City of Buellton, California Financial 
Statements - June 30, 2011. 
 

ATTACHMENT 
 
Attachment 1 - City of Buellton, California Financial Statements - June 30, 2011 
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CITY OF BUELLTON 
City Council Agenda Staff Report 

 
 City Manager Review:  JHK 

Council Agenda Item No.:        5 
 
To:    The Honorable Mayor and City Council 
 
From:    John Kunkel, City Manager 
 
Meeting date: February 23, 2012 
 
Subject: Award of Bid for Rebuilding Patio Cover at Zaca Creek Golf 

Course 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
BACKGROUND 
 

On January 26, 2012, the City Council discussed the award of bid for rebuilding the patio 
cover at Zaca Creek Golf Course.  The consensus of the Council was to redesign the patio 
cover by using larger posts and cross lattice and making the structure taller.  The City has 
received two bids for the project as follows: 
 
Bret Bratcher $17,780 
Tom Armor $16,200 (includes shade screen $900 and gutter $500) 

 
FISCAL IMPACT 

 
$16,200 

                        
RECOMMENDATION 
 

That the City Council accept and award the bid for rebuilding of the patio cover at Zaca 
Creek Golf Course to Tom Armor in the amount of $16,200. 
 

ATTACHMENTS 
 
 Attachment 1 – Project Bids 
 Attachment 2 – Photos of proposed patio cover to be built at Golf Course 
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CITY OF BUELLTON 
City Council Agenda Staff Report 

 
City Manager Review:  JHK 

Council Agenda Item No.:        6 
 
 

To:   The Honorable Mayor and City Council  
 
From:   Marc Bierdzinski, Planning Director 
 
Meeting Date:  February 23, 2012 

 
Subject: Resolution No. 12-05 - “A Resolution of the City Council of the 

City of Buellton, California, Adopting the Vision Plan for the City 
of Buellton” 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
BACKGROUND 

 
The Buellton Public Visioning process began in early 2010. A steering committee of 
various stakeholders throughout the community was formed to assist in this process. 
Numerous public workshops, steering committee meetings, Planning Commission 
meetings, and City Council meetings were held in 2010 and 2011.    
 
The February 2012 Buellton Vision Plan (Vision Plan), incorporated herein by reference, 
is the final culmination of these meetings and reflects the vision of the community for the 
future of Buellton. The Vision Plan contains eight goals and associated objectives and 
action items for implementation. The current version of the Vision Plan is a result of 
seven sub-committees that were formed to assist the City in ranking the action items as a 
priority 1, 2, or 3 for implementation.  
 
The full discussion of the entire public process, and the summary of results, can be found 
in the Appendices. The entire community put forth tremendous time and effort in 
developing the Vision Plan that is before the City Council. Staff and RBF Consultants 
would like to thank these community members for their participation.  
 

DISCUSSION 
 
Vision Plan Summary 
 
The steering committee, and its seven sub-committees, helped draft a Power Point 
summary of the important concepts and action items contained in the Vision Plan 
(Attachment 1). Eight key goals were identified by the community during visioning 
process in 2010. These are Branding (Goal 1), Healthy Living (Goals 2 and 6), Arts and 
Culture (Goal 3), Planning and Design (Goal 4), Vibrant Downtown (Goal 5), 
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Sustainability (Goal 7), and Economic Development (Goal 8). The steering committee 
identified a vibrant downtown and economic development as the two main priorities that 
would allow the implementation of the remaining goals. These are summarized below. 
 

 Goal 5 – The “heart” of Buellton’s vision is a vibrant downtown district along the 
Avenue of Flags. Key action items include: 

o Developing a traffic and pedestrian layout (underway as part of Corridor 
and Cal Poly studies) 

o Creating a central community plaza and resource center 
o Finding catalyst projects, both public and private 
o Developing economic incentives for development 
o Developing public art and cultural venues 

 Goal 8 – The “backbone” of the vision is an economic development and tourism 
strategy to help generate the funds needed to fulfill the community’s goals. Key 
action items include: 

o Hiring an economic development expert 
o Creating greater individual and municipal prosperity 
o Allowing more people who live here to work and do business here 
o Keeping money recirculating within the community 

 Goals 2 and 6 – Healthy living choices foster a strong sense of community while 
promoting well-being for residents of all ages. Key action items include: 

o Connecting our community with bike paths and trails (first step completed 
with adoption of the Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plan) 

o A pedestrian scale road network (i.e., Road Diet) 
o Recreation and cultural activities 
o Communication and community engagement 
o Healthy food and community gardens  

 Goal 4 – Planning and design creates a more desirable and livable community and 
enhances property values. Key action items include: 

o Districts and neighborhoods linked by bikeways and public transportation 
o Coherent architectural styles 
o Form based codes 
o Green building standards 
o Wayfinding and signage (already underway per City Council direction) 

 Goal 3 – Arts and culture enriches the lives of residents, attracts visitors, and 
energizes development. Key action items include: 

o Developing a community resource center 
o Public spaces to exhibit artwork, hold classes, events and performances 
o A regional welcome center and museum 
o A public arts program (i.e., murals, benches, bike racks, signage, 

sculptures) 
o Creating an Arts and Culture Development Council (does not have to be a 

City entity) 
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 Goal 7 – Maintaining a rural small-town requires using resources wisely and 
protecting our beautiful natural setting. Key action items include:  

o Creating trails, paths, parks and nature preserves 
o Promoting green building and Smart Growth 
o Conserving resources 
o Developing a sustainability plan 
o Creating a signature green event or attraction 

 Goal 1 – A unique brand promotes community identity and economic 
development. Key action items include: 

o Hiring a branding expert 
o Developing a communications and marketing plan 
o Promoting our location 
o Having an annual signature event 
o Developing a regional welcome center with concierge services and a 

marketplace for local products 
 
The vision of the City and community cannot be realized by the City alone and it will 
take partnerships. A branding consultant would work with the City to create and provide 
ongoing positive support of the City’s image. A public information person working with 
the Parks and Recreation Commission can assist in engaging the citizenry in maintaining 
a healthy living environment. An Arts and Development Council can provide 
opportunities for arts and cultural activities. An Architectural Review Board can assist 
the Planning Commission in the review of projects. A Sustainability Advisory Committee 
could help make Buellton a recognized leader in environmental sustainability. A person 
or entity working with the existing Economic Development Task Force can assist in the 
implementation of an economic development and tourism strategy. The opportunities for 
partnerships are endless and also include working with property owners and developers to 
implement all goals of the Vision Plan. Together these goals create the community’s 
vision for the future of Buellton.   
 
If the Vision Plan is adopted, the next step would be City Council review of the number 
one priority action items with direction to staff on which ones to budget for in Fiscal Year 
2012-2013. Staff would like to bring these action items to the Planning Commission first 
and allow them to provide recommendations to the City Council. 
 

  

Page 93 of 110



Resolution No. 12-05             Page 4 February 23, 2012 
 
 

In these tight budgetary times most people realize that implementation of the action items 
will occur over time. However, there are several action items that are low or no cost items 
to the City that may be able to be implemented in the next fiscal year. These include the 
following number 1 priority actions: 
 

 Organizing a farmer’s market 
 Organizing additional recreational activities through partnerships 
 Promoting art in public buildings and creating a private Arts and Culture 

Council 
 Updating the Community Design Guidelines 
 Keeping the steering committee intact to assist the City in implementing the 

Vision Plan 
 Encouraging infill development 
 Protecting water resources and habitat 

 
Also, please note that several action items are underway or already completed, including: 
 

 The Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plan 
 Interim revisions to the Mixed Use Ordinance 
 Creation of an Events Sub-Committee 
 Holding additional special events such as the bicycle criterium 
 Wayfinding signage 
 Preparing the Corridor Study 
 Laying the foundation for a Form Based Code Specific Plan through a 

partnership with Cal Poly San Luis Obispo 
 
Projects Underway 
 

Corridor Land Use and Traffic Feasibility Study 
 
The authorized and budgeted Corridor Study is underway and a draft should be available 
later this month. It will be reviewed by both the Planning Commission and City Council. 
  

Cal Poly Student Project 
 
The City and Cal Poly San Luis Obispo have entered into an agreement to have an Urban 
Design Class at the University prepare an Avenue of Flags Urban Design Plan. The 
students would use the adopted Vision Plan and Corridor Study as a starting point and 
develop two to three urban design concepts for the Avenue, including a draft form based 
code. The students would inventory the land, the land uses, and the zoning, conduct 
workshops with the community, and then present their results to a joint meeting of the 
Planning Commission and City Council. The goal is to use this data as the framework to 
develop a form based specific plan for the Avenue that can be prepared by staff with the 
assistance of the Planning Commission and the visioning steering committee. The project 
would start March 26 and end on June 15. 
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Summary 
 
By the beginning of Fiscal Year 2012-2013, the City should have the Vision Plan 
adopted, the Corridor Study completed, and the Cal Poly Study completed. This is in 
addition to the Pedestrian and Bicycle Master Plan the City has previously adopted in 
early 2012. These four documents would allow the City to start working on a Form Based 
Code Specific Plan for the Avenue that would set a development framework for future 
development of the Avenue. This would also provide some certainty for property owners 
as to what the City is looking for within our downtown area. With these four documents, 
staff also anticipates that the specific plan could be prepared in-house by staff and the 
Planning Commission with assistance from the steering committee.  
 
Staff is recommending, with full support of the steering committee, that the City Council 
adopt Resolution No. 12-05 approving the following three actions: 
 
a. Adoption of the February 2012 Buellton Vision Plan and Appendices. 
b. Directing staff to bring the Number 1 Priority Action Items to the Planning 

Commission for review and recommendations to the City Council on implementation 
priorities and budgeting. 

c. Directing staff to keep the Steering Committee in place to assist the City with future 
implementation actions. 

 
ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW 

 
This project is a Class 6 Categorical Exemption (Information Collection) from the 
California Environmental Quality Act because this project is a study that may lead to a 
future actions, however, the City has not approved or funded the Action Items from the 
Vision Plan. All future projects will be subject to appropriate CEQA review. 

 
FISCAL IMPACT 

 
The adoption of the Vision Plan in and of itself would have no fiscal impacts to the City 
and does not commit the City to any monetary expenditures. Staff will bring back the 
highest priority action items for City Council consideration for implementation and the 
associated costs for each would be identified at that time. Any action items chosen for 
implementation would then be included in the upcoming budget. Please note that some 
action items only need the approval of the City Council (with no funding needed) and 
would be implemented by outside entities.    
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the City Council consider the adoption of Resolution No. 12-05, “A Resolution of 
the City Council of the City of Buellton, California, Adopting the Vision Plan for the 
City of Buellton.” 
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ATTACHMENTS 
  

February 2012 Buellton Vision Plan and Appendices (hard copies provided to the City 
Council. Hard copies for viewing by the public are available at the Buellton Library and 
Buellton Planning Department. The electronic version of the Plan is available of the 
City’s website at: http://www.cityofbuellton.com/Projects/default.asp) 
Attachment 1 – PowerPoint presentation 
Resolution No. 12-05 
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8 key Goals were identified by the 
community during the Visioning Process 
workshops in 2010.

ARTS &
CULTURE

3

BRANDING

1

VIBRANT
DOWNTOWN

5

ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT

8

HEALTHY
LIVING

2,6

PLANNING & 
DESIGN

4

SUSTAINABILITY

7
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The “heart” of Buellton’s Vision is a vibrant 
downtown district along the Avenue of Flags.

• Outline primary traffic pattern, 
pedestrian walkways & public parking 

• Create a central community Plaza & 
Resource Center

• Explore catalytic projects — Public and Private

• Develop economic incentives for 
development — e.g. TOT credits; impact fee discounts; 
property tax abatement programs; utility fee discounts; density bonus

• Develop public art enhancements/
cultural venues

VIBRANT
DOWNTOWN

5
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The “backbone” of the Vision is an Economic 
Development & Tourism strategy to help 
generate the funds needed to fulfill the 
community’s goals.

• Hire an Economic Development director

• Create greater individual & municipal 
prosperity

• Allow more people who live here to
 work & do business here

• Keep money recirculating within our 
community

ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT

8
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A vibrant Downtown & more prosperous 
community will advance the remaining goals, 
which are the Vision’s “soul”.

Creates focus for creative & cultural activities & related businesses that attract residents & others.
ARTS &

CULTURE

Portrays a positive community image & gives direction to its future.

BRANDING

Creates hubs of activity where all roads (and trails) lead — bringing people together.

HEALTHY
LIVING

Ensures a more appealing and livable community.

PLANNING & 
DESIGN

Promotes living within our community’s means & resources.

SUSTAINABILITY
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Healthy living choices foster a strong sense of 
community while promoting well-being for 
residents of all ages.

• Connects our community with bike
 paths & trails

• “Road Diet” — pedestrian-scale

• Recreational & cultural activities

• Communication & community 
engagement

• Healthy food & community gardens

HEALTHY
LIVING

2,6

Pages 2-6 &14
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Planning & Design creates a more desirable 
and livable community & enhances property 
values.

• Districts & neighborhoods linked by 
bikeways & public transportation

• Coherent architectural styles 

• Form-based codes

• Green building

• Wayfinding & signage

PLANNING 
& DESIGN

4
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Arts & Culture enriches the lives of residents, 
attracts visitors, & energizes development.

• Community Resource Center 
(library, IT resource center & meeting spaces)

• Public spaces to exhibit artwork, hold 
classes, events & performances — indoor & 
outdoor

• Regional Welcome Center & Museum

• Public Art program (e.g. murals, benches, bike racks, 
signage, railings, sculptures)

• Arts & Culture Development Council

ARTS &
CULTURE

3

Page 2-7

Page 104 of 110



Maintaining our rural small-town requires 
using resources wisely & protecting our 
beautiful natural setting.

• Trails, paths, parks & preserves

• Green building/businesses/tourism

• Smart Growth — resource conservation

• Sustainability Plan

• Signature green event or attraction

ENVIRONMENTAL 
SUSTAINABILITY & 

LEADERSHIP

7

Page 2-16

Page 105 of 110



A unique Brand promotes community identity 
& economic development.

• Hire a Branding expert

• Develop a Communications & 
Marketing Plan 

• Location, location, location

• Annual signature event — recreation, arts/culture

• Regional Welcome Center —
concierge services & marketplace for 
local products 

BRANDING

1
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The community’s Vision cannot be realized by 
the City alone; it will take partnerships. . .

An Arts & Culture Development Council is key to creating vibrancy & providing quality arts & 
culture activities.

ARTS &
CULTURE

A Branding Consultant & Branding Committee are key to creating & providing ongoing positive 
support for our community’s image.

BRANDING
A Public Information post along with the Parks & 
Recreation Commission are key to engaging an enthusiastic 
& committed citizenry & ensuring a healthy living 
environment.HEALTHY

LIVING

An Economic Development director along with an 
expanded Economic Development Task Force are key to 
developing & implementing an economic development & 
tourism strategy.ECONOMIC 

DEVELOPMENT

An Architectural Review Board along with the 
Planning Commission are key to a coherently built 
environment & livable community.

PLANNING & 
DESIGN

A Sustainability Advisory Committee is key to making Buellton a recognized leader in 
environmental sustainability.

SUSTAINABILITY
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TOGETHER, these Goals create our 
community’s Vision. . .

ARTS &
CULTURE
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RESOLUTION NO. 12-05  
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF BUELLTON, CALIFORNIA, ADOPTING THE 
VISION PLAN FOR THE CITY OF BUELLTON 

 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Buellton as follows: 
 

 SECTION 1:  The Buellton Public Visioning process began in early 2010. Numerous 
public workshops, steering committee meetings, Planning Commission meetings, and City 
Council meetings were held in 2010 and 2011. The February 2012 Buellton Vision Plan, 
incorporated herein by reference, is the final culmination of these meetings and reflects the 
vision of the community for the future of Buellton. 
 
 SECTION 2:  All proceedings having been duly taken as required by law, and upon 
review of the information provided in the staff report, consideration of the testimony given at the 
public meeting, as well as other pertinent information, the City Council finds the following: 
 

A. Record.  Prior to rendering a decision on the Project, the City Council considered the 
following: 

 
1. All public testimony, both written and oral, received in conjunction with that 

certain public meeting conducted by the City Council on February 23, 2012 
(“City Council Public Meeting”). 

 
2. All oral, written and visual materials presented by City staff in conjunction with 

that certain City Council Public Meeting. 
 

3. The following informational documents, which by reference, are incorporated 
herein: 
 
a. That certain written report submitted by the Planning Department dated 

February 23, 2012 (the “Staff Report”). 
 
b. The February 2012 Buellton Vision Plan and Appendices. 
 

B. Public Review.  On the basis of evidence hereinafter listed, all administrative 
procedures and public participation requirements prescribed in the Buellton Zoning 
Ordinance have been lawfully satisfied: 
 
1. The Agenda for the Public Meeting was posted in three conspicuous 
public places on February 9, 2012, a minimum of 10 days before the Public Meeting. 
 

  2. Press releases were given to local media the week of February 13, 2012. 
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Resolution No. 12-05           Page 2 February 23, 2012 
 

 

C. Environmental Review. This project is a Class 6 Categorical Exemption 
(Information Collection) from the California Environmental Quality Act because this 
project is a study that may lead to a future actions, however, the City has not 
approved or funded the Action Items from the Vision Plan. All future projects will be 
subject to appropriate CEQA review. 
  

SECTION 3:  Based on the findings set forth in Sections 1 and 2, the City Council 
hereby: 

 
a. Adopts the February 2012 Buellton Vision Plan and Appendices hereby 

incorporated by reference into this Resolution. 
b. Directs staff to bring the Number 1 Priority Action Items to the Planning 

Commission for review and recommendations to the City Council on 
implementation priorities. 

c. Directs staff to keep the Steering Committee in place to assist the City with future 
implementation actions. 

 
SECTION 4:   The City Clerk shall certify as to the adoption of this Resolution. 

 
 PASSED, APPROVED and ADOPTED this 23rd day of February 2012. 
 
 
 
 

       
 _________________________________ 

   Holly Sierra 
 Mayor 

 
 
 
___________________________________  
Linda Reid 
City Clerk 
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