
 
 

CITY OF BUELLTON 
 

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA 
Regular Meeting of February 13, 2014 – 6:00 p.m. 
City Council Chambers, 140 West Highway 246 

Buellton, California 
 

Copies of staff reports or other written documentation relating to each item of business referred to on this 
Agenda are on file in the office of the City Clerk and are available for public inspection 

 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
 Mayor John Connolly 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
 Council Member Holly Sierra 
  
ROLL CALL 

 
Council Members Ed Andrisek, Judith Dale, Holly Sierra, Vice Mayor Leo Elovitz, and 
Mayor John Connolly 

 
REORDERING OF AGENDA 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Speaker Slip to be completed and turned in to the City Clerk prior to commencement of meeting. Limited to 
matters not otherwise appearing on the agenda.  Limited to three (3) minutes per speaker.  No action will 
be taken at this meeting. 

 
CONSENT CALENDAR                (ACTION) 
  

The following items are scheduled for consideration as a group.  Any Council Member, the City Attorney, 
or the City Manager may request that an item be withdrawn from the Consent Agenda to allow for full 
discussion. 

 
1. Minutes of January 23, 2014 Regular City Council Meeting 
 
2. List of Claims to be Approved and Ratified for Payment to Date for Fiscal Year 

2013-14 
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PRESENTATIONS  
                             
PUBLIC HEARINGS                (POSSIBLE ACTION)                       
 
3. Resolution No. 14-03 – “A Resolution of the City Council of the City of Buellton, 

California, Directing Staff to Authorize the County of Santa Barbara to Submit the 
Funding Request for Community Development Block Grant Capital Funds to the 
Federal Housing and Urban Development Department for the City of Buellton 
Library Renovation” 
 (Staff Contact: City Manager Marc Bierdzinski) 

 
COUNCIL MEMBER COMMENTS 
 
COUNCIL ITEMS                                                                                   (POSSIBLE ACTION)                       
 
4. Possible Reconsideration of Resolution No. 14-01 - Ballot Measure for Elected 

Mayor 
 (Staff Contact: City Manager Marc Bierdzinski & City Attorney Ralph Hanson) 

 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 

Written communications are included in the agenda packets.  Any Council Member, the City Manager, or 
City Attorney may request that a written communication be read into the record. 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS  
This Agenda listing is the opportunity for Council Members to give verbal Committee Reports on any 
meetings recently held for which the Council Members are the City representatives thereto. 
 

BUSINESS ITEMS                                                       (POSSIBLE ACTION)                       
      
5. Discussion and Possible Amendment to City of Buellton Guidelines of Procedure for 

Council Meetings and Related Functions and Activities Regarding Public 
Comments on Consent Calendar Items 
 (Staff Contact: City Manager Marc Bierdzinski) 
 

6. Discussion of Sustainability – Goal 7 from Vision Plan 
 (Staff Contact: City Manager Marc Bierdzinski) 
 

7. Discussion of a Board of Architectural Review (BAR) or Other Similar Options 
 (Staff Contact: City Manager Marc Bierdzinski) 
 

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT        
 
CLOSED SESSION ITEMS             (POSSIBLE ACTION) 
 
8. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL - EXISTING LITIGATION 

California Government Code Section 54956.9(d)(1) 
City of Buellton, et al.  vs. Ana J. Matosanto, et al. 
Sacramento Superior Court Case No.  34-2013-80001468-CU-WM-GDS 
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ADJOURNMENT 
 

The next meeting of the City Council will be held on Thursday, February 27, 2014 at 
6:00 p.m. 
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City Manager Review:  MPB 
Council Agenda Item No.:        1 

 

 
CITY OF BUELLTON 

 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

Regular Meeting of January 23, 2014 
City Council Chambers, 140 West Highway 246 

Buellton, California 
 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
 Mayor John Connolly called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

Council Member Ed Andrisek led the Pledge of Allegiance 
 

ROLL CALL 
 

Present: Council Members Ed Andrisek, Judith Dale, Holly Sierra, Vice 
Mayor Leo Elovitz, and Mayor John Connolly 

 
Staff: City Manager Marc Bierdzinski, City Attorney Ralph Hanson, 

Public Works Director Rose Hess, Finance Director Carolyn 
Galloway-Cooper, Deputy Matt Delgado, and City Clerk Linda 
Reid 

 
REORDERING OF AGENDA 

 
None 

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 
Mark Preston, Buellton, requested that the public be able to comment on Consent 
Calendar items.    
 

CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
1. Minutes of January 9, 2014 Regular City Council Meeting 
 
2. List of Claims to be Approved and Ratified for Payment to Date for Fiscal Year 

2013-14 
 
MOTION: 
Motion by Council Member Sierra, seconded by Mayor Connolly, approving the Consent 
Calendar as listed. 
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VOTE: 
Motion passed by a roll call vote of 5-0. 
 

PRESENTATIONS 
  
 None  

 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 
  
 None 
 
COUNCIL MEMBER COMMENTS 
 

Council Member Sierra thanked Council Member Andrisek for submitting an article to 
the Santa Ynez Valley News about the life of Buellton resident Norma Gray. 
 
Council Member Dale announced that White Stone Treasures and the Santa Ynez Valley 
Thrift Stores are hosting a Valentine Luncheon and Fashion Show on Saturday, February 
8 at 12:00 p.m. at the Santa Ynez Valley Marriott. 

 
Council Member Dale thanked Finance Director Galloway-Cooper for explaining the 
quarterly reports and the mid-year budget. 

  
COUNCIL ITEMS 
 

Vice Mayor Elovitz requested that staff review the agenda process and if necessary, 
modify the public’s ability to comment on Consent Calendar items.   
 
Council Member Andrisek requested that staff agendize the topic of installing speed 
humps on certain roads in the City.  The Council agreed by consensus to agendize this 
item at a future meeting. 
 
Council Member Andrisek requested that staff agendize the topic of installing street 
lights on Industrial Way.  The Council agreed by consensus to agendize this item at a 
future meeting. 
 

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 
  

None 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 
Council Member Sierra announced that she attended the Santa Barbara County 
Association of Governments (SBCAG) meeting and provided an oral report regarding the 
meeting. 
 
Council Member Andrisek announced that he attended the Central Coast Water Authority 
(CCWA) Board Meeting and provided an oral report regarding the meeting. 
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BUSINESS ITEMS 
 
3. Resolution No. 14-01 – “A Resolution of the City Council of the City of Buellton, 

California, Calling and Giving Notice of the Holding of an Election to be 
Consolidated with the General Election to be Held on Tuesday, November 4, 2014 
for the purpose of Submitting a Measure to the Qualified Voters of Buellton 
Regarding an Elected Mayor of Buellton and the Term of Office for Such Mayor” 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
That the City Council consider the approval and adoption of Resolution No. 14-01. 
 
STAFF REPORT: 
City Attorney Hanson presented the staff report. 
 
DOCUMENTS: 
Staff Report with attachment (Resolution No. 14-01) 
 
SPEAKERS/DISCUSSION: 
Mark Preston, Buellton, stated he is against voting for an elected Mayor in Buellton. 
 
The City Council discussed the following issues: 

 Allowing voters to decide whether a Mayor should be elected 
 Costs associated with electing a Mayor 

 
MOTION: 
Motion by Council Member Sierra, seconded by Council Member Dale, approving and 
adopting Resolution No. 14-01 – “A Resolution of the City Council of the City of 
Buellton, California, Calling and Giving Notice of the Holding of an Election to be 
Consolidated with the General Election to be Held on Tuesday, November 4, 2014 for the 
purpose of Submitting a Measure to the Qualified Voters of Buellton Regarding an 
Elected Mayor of Buellton and the Term of Office for Such Mayor” 
 
VOTE: 
Motion passed by a roll call vote of 3-2, with Vice Mayor Elovitz and Mayor Connolly 
voting no.  
 

4. Mid-Year Financial Report for the First and Second Quarters Ending September 
30, 2013 and December 31, 2013, Respectively 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
That the City Council receive and file the two quarterly financial reports. 
 
STAFF REPORT: 
Finance Director Galloway-Cooper presented the staff report. 
 
DOCUMENTS: 
Staff Report with attachments (Quarterly Financial Reports for First and Second Quarter) 
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SPEAKERS/DISCUSSION: 
Mark Preston, Buellton, provided a handout for the record and discussed the Quarterly 
reports and the monthly report. 
 
DIRECTION: 
The City Council agreed by consensus to receive and file the First and Second Quarterly 
Financial Reports. 
 

5. Revenue and Expenditure Reports Summarized by Fund Through December 31, 
2013 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
That the City Council receive and file the Revenue and Expenditure Reports through 
December 31, 2013. 
 
STAFF REPORT: 
Finance Director Galloway-Cooper presented the staff report. 
 
DOCUMENTS: 
Staff Report with attachment (Revenue and Expenditure Reports through December 31, 
2013) 
 
DIRECTION: 
The City Council agreed by consensus to receive and file the Revenue and Expenditure 
Reports through December 31, 2013. 

 
6. Resolution No. 14-02 – “A Resolution of the City Council of the City of Buellton, 

California, for the Purpose of Budget Amendments from Operational Changes 
Related to Fiscal Year 2013-14 through the Second Quarter ending December 31, 
2013” 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
That the City Council consider the approval and adoption of Resolution No. 14-02. 
 
STAFF REPORT: 
Finance Director Galloway-Cooper presented the staff report. 
 
DOCUMENTS: 
Staff Report with attachment (Resolution No. 14-02) 
 
SPEAKERS/DISCUSSION: 
Mark Preston, Buellton, stated he is pleased with how the Finance Department is 
operating and is happy to be able to review a mid-year budget. 
 
The City Council discussed the following issues: 

 The Transportation Development Act (TDA) funds 
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MOTION: 
Motion by Vice Mayor Elovitz, seconded by Council Member Sierra, approving and 
adopting Resolution No. 14-02 – “A Resolution of the City Council of the City of 
Buellton, California, for the Purpose of Budget Amendments from Operational Changes 
Related to Fiscal Year 2013-14 through the Second Quarter ending December 31, 2013” 
 
VOTE: 
Motion passed by a roll call vote of 5-0.  
 

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 
 

City Manager Bierdzinski provided an informational report for the record. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 

 
Mayor Connolly adjourned the regular meeting at 7:05 p.m. The next regular meeting of 
the City Council will be held on Thursday, February 13, 2014 at 6:00 p.m.   

 
 
 

_________________________________ 
John Connolly 

Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Linda Reid 
City Clerk 
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CITY OF BUELLTON 
City Council Agenda Staff Report 

 
City Manager Review:   MPB 

Council Agenda Item No.:        3 
 

 
To:    The Honorable Mayor and City Council  
  

From:    Marc P. Bierdzinski, City Manager 
 

Meeting Date: February 13, 2014 
 

Subject: Resolution No. 14-03 – “A Resolution of the City Council of the 
City of Buellton, California, Directing Staff to Authorize the 
County of Santa Barbara to Submit the Funding Request for 
Community Development Block Grant Capital Funds to the 
Federal Housing and Urban Development Department for the City 
of Buellton Library Renovation” 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

BACKGROUND 
 

The City of Buellton is part of a Cooperation Agreement between the County of Santa 
Barbara and the City of Buellton for Joint Participation in the Federal Housing and 
Community Development Department (HUD) Community Development Block Grant 
Program (CDBG). HUD has approved Santa Barbara County as an Urban County and the 
City of Buellton is therefore entitled to participate in the CDBG Program.  
 
The City has a little over $100,000 in capital project funds available through the CDBG 
program. A couple of years ago we were going to use the money for the Highway 246 
sidewalk project east of the Avenue of Flags. That project fell through due to denial of the 
project by Caltrans. 
 
Late last year, City staff met with the Director of the Lompoc Library, Ashlee Chavez, 
and the Buellton Branch Manager, Elizabeth Chapman. We discussed several safety 
issues at the library and the lack of some Americans with Disabilities improvements. It 
was determined that we could use the $100,000 City CDBG capital funds for these 
improvements since it is a City owned facility.  
 
The funds would be used for the following improvements: 
 

 Remodeling of the circulation desk area to create a more efficient workspace. It 
will also provide a more professional appearance to the entrance to the library and 
will be ADA compliant for both staff and patrons. 
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Replacement of the carpeting was originally included in the application. However, after 
review by County HCD and HUD, that activity is not eligible for CDBG funds. The City 
will work with the Lompoc Library on other funding options for the carpeting.  
 
If the City Council adopts Resolution No. 14-03, the adopted resolution will be forwarded 
to the County of Santa Barbara HCD. The County will include our funding requests to 
HUD in one package as part of the entire Urban County funding request. Through our 
agreement with the County, they will handle all administrative tasks associated with this 
process. The City will be responsible for construction. 
 

FISCAL IMPACT 
 

There are no direct fiscal impacts except for staff time for coordinating this project. The 
$100,000 is the federal funds allocated to the City so no general fund monies would be 
used for the project. It is estimated that the project would cost approximately $10,000 to 
$15,000. We are requesting authorization up to $15,000 to be safe. 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 

That the City Council consider the adoption of Resolution No. 14-03 – “A Resolution of 
the City Council of the City of Buellton, California, Directing Staff to Authorize the 
County of Santa Barbara to Submit the Funding Request for Community Development 
Block Grant Capital Funds to the Federal Housing and Urban Development Department 
for the City of Buellton Library Renovation” 
 

ATTACHMENT 
 
 Resolution No. 14-03 
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RESOLUTION NO.  14-03 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF BUELLTON, CALIFORNIA, DIRECTING STAFF TO 
AUTHORIZE THE COUNTY OF SANTA BARBARA TO 
SUBMIT THE FUNDING REQUEST FOR COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT CAPITAL FUNDS TO 
THE FEDERAL HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT 
DEPARTMENT FOR THE CITY OF BUELLTON LIBRARY 
RENOVATION 

 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Buellton as follows: 
 

 SECTION 1:  The City of Buellton is part of a Cooperation Agreement between the 
County of Santa Barbara and the City of Buellton for Joint Participation in the Federal Housing 
and Community Development Department (HUD) Community Development Block Grant 
Program (CDBG). HUD has approved Santa Barbara County as an Urban County and the City of 
Buellton is therefore entitled to participate in the CDBG Program. The City of Buellton is 
eligible for an estimated Federal Funding in the amount of approximately $100,000 for Capital 
Projects for the 2014 CDBG Program funding cycle. 

   
SECTION 2:  An estimated $100,000 may be used for capital projects per HUD 

regulations as administered by the County Housing and Community Development Department 
(County HCD).  

 
 SECTION 3:  All proceedings having been duly taken as required by law, and upon 
review of the information provided in the staff report, consideration of the testimony given at the 
public hearing, as well as other pertinent information, the City Council finds the following: 
 

A. Record.  Prior to rendering a decision on the Capital Projects Funding, the City 
Council considered the following: 
 
1. All public testimony, both written and oral, received in conjunction with that 

certain public hearing conducted by the City Council on February 13, 2014 
(“Public Hearing”). 

 

2. All oral, written and visual materials presented by City staff in conjunction with 
that certain Public Hearing. 

 
3. The following informational documents, which by reference, are incorporated 

herein: 
 
a. That certain written staff report dated February 13, 2014 (the “Staff 

Report”). 
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B. Public Review.  On the basis of evidence hereinafter listed, all administrative 
procedures and public participation requirements prescribed in the Buellton 
Municipal Code have been lawfully satisfied: 

 
1. A public notice of Public Hearing was published in the local newspaper on 

January 30, 2014 (the “Public Notice”), a minimum of 10 days in advance of the 
Public Hearing held on February 13, 2014. 

 
2. The Public Hearing Notice was posted in three public locations on January 30, 

2014, a minimum of 10 days in advance of the Public Hearing. 
 

SECTION 4:  Now, therefore, it is hereby resolved by the City Council of the City of 
Buellton, California, that the following capital services funding allocation is approved for use of 
Fiscal Year 2014/2015 Federal funds under the CDBG program and that the County of Santa 
Barbara is hereby authorized to submit the funding request to the Federal Housing and Urban 
Development Department: 

 
 City of Buellton Library ADA Circulation Desk Renovation – Up to $15,000 

 
SECTION 5: The City Clerk shall certify as to the adoption of this Resolution. 
 
PASSED, APPROVED and ADOPTED this 13th day of February 2014. 

 
 
 

       
__________________________________ 

          John Connolly 
Mayor 

 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
___________________________________  
Linda Reid 
City Clerk 
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CITY OF BUELLTON 
City Council Agenda Staff Report 

 
City Manager Review:   MPB 

Council Agenda Item No.:        4 
 
To:    The Honorable Mayor and City Council  
  

From:    Marc Bierdzinski, City Manager and Ralph Hanson, City Attorney 
 

Meeting Date: February 13, 2014 
 

Subject: Possible Reconsideration of Resolution No. 14-01 - Ballot 
Measure for Elected Mayor 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Councilmember Andrisek has requested that the Council re-consider the adoption of 
Resolution No 14-01 (Ballot Measure for Elected Mayor) for further discussions 
concerning the ramifications of establishing an elected Mayor on future Council 
elections. Pursuant to the 2011 Agenda Preparation Manual, the City Manager has 
placed this item under “Council Items” and it will take three votes to bring back 
this item for re-consideration on February 27, 2014. For re-consideration of any vote, 
Section 7.4 of the adopted City of Buellton Guidelines of Procedure provides (in 
pertinent part): “Any Councilmember who voted with the majority may move a 
reconsideration of any action at the same or next meeting….” 

 
 There is NOTHING invalid, illegal or improper about the adoption of Resolution 14-01. 

Confusion, if any, stems from a misstatement in the January 9 staff report (the City 
Manager miscalculated the Council cycles) that if the measure is adopted: "... one of the 
three seats at the 2016 regular election would become one for the office of mayor.”   
Actually, only two seats will be up for election in 2016. The 2016 election (if an elected 
mayor is approved) would be one mayor seat and one council seat.  However, in future 
elections there would be an imbalance in the staggered terms of councilmembers.  A 
potential election could result in a changeover of three council seats and a mayor’s seat. 
Obviously a large loss of experience and continuity on the Council.  
 
Please note, California Government Code Section 34908 does provide a one-time 
correction for such an imbalance as follows: 

 
"...if a city has an elected mayor and the election of the remaining 
members of the city council for four-year terms is not evenly staggered, 
the city council may, on a one-time basis only and prior to the first day 
for circulating nomination papers for the general municipal election, 
designate one of the city council offices appearing on the general 
municipal ballot... to serve a two-year term, or may provide that of the 
city council offices appearing on the general municipal ballot... the one 
which receives the least votes of those elected (or if there is a tie for 
such a position, as decided by lot) shall serve a two-year term..."    
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 For Buellton, this option could mean that the Council could designate that of the three 

council seats at the 2018 election the one receiving the least votes would have only a 2-
year term.  Thereafter, two councilmember seats would be on each regular election.  
 
This memorandum provides information in order to decide whether Resolution No. 14-01 
should be brought back for re-consideration. That should be the only deliberations that 
should occur on this item.  
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CITY OF BUELLTON 
City Council Agenda Staff Report 

 
City Manager Review:   MPB 

Council Agenda Item No.:        5 
 
To:    The Honorable Mayor and City Council  
  

From:    Marc P. Bierdzinski, City Manager 
 

Meeting Date: February 13, 2014 
 

Subject: Discussion and Possible Amendment to City of Buellton 
Guidelines of Procedure for Council Meetings and Related 
Functions and Activities Regarding Public Comments on Consent 
Calendar Items 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

BACKGROUND 
 

The City of Buellton Guidelines of Procedure for Council Meetings and Related 
Functions and Activities (Guidelines) was adopted in 1999 by Resolution No. 99-05. The 
following is the adopted wording related to Public Comments and the Consent Agenda 
from the Guidelines: 
 
2.6 Public Comments 
 
Any person may address the Council on any subject pertaining to City business. If the 
item is not listed on the Agenda, the person shall have an opportunity to address the 
Council during the Public Comment period. If the item is listed on the Agenda, the 
comment shall be made at the time the Agenda item is brought up for consideration by the 
Council; however, comments on Agenda items may be permitted by the Council during 
the Public Comment period if the person requests this timing for personal reasons. A 
limitation of three (3) minutes may be imposed upon each person so desiring to address. 
 
2.7 Consent Agenda 
 
Items of a routine nature, and non-controversial, shall be placed on the Consent Agenda. 
All items may be approved by one blanket motion upon unanimous consent. Prior to, or 
following review of, the Consent Agenda by the City Manager, any Council Member may 
request any item be withdrawn from the Consent Agenda for separate consideration. 
However, any Council Member may abstain from voting on any Consent Agenda item 
without requesting its removal from the Consent Agenda, and the City Clerk shall be 
instructed to record such abstentions in the minutes. 
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Based on the above wording for our current procedures, a member of the public may only 
comment on any Consent Agenda item during the Public Comment period. The public 
could ask that a Council Member pull a Consent Agenda item for discussion. That is the 
only way for a member of the public to address Consent Agenda items. 
 
This would be an example under our existing procedures. A member of the public speaks 
under public comment that he/she has concerns with Consent Agenda Item #2 and 
requests that the City Council pull the item. Under the Consent Agenda, a Council 
Member may then pull the item for discussion if the Council Member feels it requires full 
discussion.     
 
The following are alternative agenda procedures from neighboring City of Santa Maria’s 
agenda regarding public comment and the consent agenda: 
 
Public Comment – The public comment time is reserved to accept comments from the 
public on Consent Agenda items, Closed Session items, or items within the subject matter 
jurisdiction of the City Council not otherwise scheduled on this agenda.  
 
Consent Calendar – The following routine items are presented for City Council approval 
without discussion as a single agenda item in order to expedite the meeting. The Consent 
Calendar is approved by roll call vote with one motion. These items are discussed only on 
request of Council Members. Members of the public may speak on Consent Calendar 
items during the Public Comment Period. 
 
The procedures for Santa Maria are similar to ours except that they call out the procedure 
for public comments on the Consent Agenda specifically in the wording of their 
procedures. Adding this wording to Buellton’s Guidelines is a good option that would 
clearly show how the public may comment on the Consent Agenda. 
 
The standard practice in most cities is to only grant the City Council the authority to pull 
items from the Consent Agenda. The public may speak under public comment. The 
rationale for this is that the Consent Agenda is used for routine and non-controversial 
items and helps expedite the meeting. Allowing the public to be able to pull and comment 
on the Consent Agenda defeats this purpose.  
 
The wording in our procedures also applies to Business Items. However, the City Council 
historically has allowed public comment on Business Items and staff does not suggest or 
recommend changing this procedure. 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 

That the City Council discuss the Guidelines and direct staff to modify the Guidelines as 
follows (with a Resolution to be brought back at a subsequent meeting): 
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1. Reword Section 2.6 (Public Comments) of the Guidelines as follows: Any person may 
address the Council on any subject pertaining to City business, including all items on the 
Agenda not listed as a public hearing, including the Consent Agenda and Closed 
Session. If the item is listed on the Agenda as a Public Hearing, the comment shall be 
made at the time the Public Hearing item is brought up for consideration by the Council; 
however, comments on the Public Hearing item may be permitted by the Council during 
the Public Comment period if the person requests this timing for personal reasons. A 
limitation of three (3) minutes may be imposed upon each person so desiring to address. 
 
2. Reword Section 2.7 (Consent Agenda) of the Guidelines as follows: Items of a routine 
nature, and non-controversial, shall be placed on the Consent Agenda. All items may be 
approved by one blanket motion upon unanimous consent. Prior to, or following review 
of, the Consent Agenda by the City Manager, any Council Member may request any item 
be withdrawn from the Consent Agenda for separate consideration. However, any 
Council Member may abstain from voting on any Consent Agenda item without 
requesting its removal from the Consent Agenda, and the City Clerk shall be instructed to 
record such abstentions in the minutes. Members of the public may speak on Consent 
Agenda items during the Public Comment Period. 

 
ATTACHMENT 
 
 Resolution No. 99-05  
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CITY OF BUELLTON 
City Council Agenda Staff Report 

  
City Manager Review:   MPB 

Council Agenda Item No.:        6 
 
To:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 
 
From:  Marc Bierdzinski, City Manager 
 
Meeting Date:  February 13, 2014 
 
Subject:  Discussion of Sustainability – Goal 7 from Vision Plan 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
BACKGROUND 

 
In September, the City Council reviewed the status of the Buellton Vision Plan. The City 
Council decided to move forward by individually reviewing each goal separately at future 
City Council meetings. Goal 8, Economic Development, was the first goal reviewed in 
November 2013. At that meeting, the City Council also decided that Goal 7, 
Sustainability, should be the next goal that is reviewed. 
 
Attachment 1 is a summary of the action items associated with sustainability. As shown 
on Attachment 1, many items are operational or in progress. A summary of the significant 
items being worked on include: 
 

 Providing an adequate water supply and encouraging water conservation 
 Use of energy efficient lighting for City facilities as well as requiring them in 

private developments 
 Mandatory Green Building standards and implementation of Tier 1 standards 

where appropriate through the planning process 
 Requiring permeable paving on projects 
 Installation of Tesla SuperChargers at the Marriott 
 The City is applying for grants to install additional Level 2 chargers at City Hall 

and possibly at Rabobank 
 Working to obtain trail easements along the river trail area 
 Working on bike lanes along the Avenue of Flags 
 Working on grants for installation of bike lanes and trails 

 
Staff would suggest that Goal 5, Create a Vibrant Downtown, be the next Vision Goal 
reviewed. The Corridor Study would be used during review of this goal. It would also tie 
the review of Goal 5 with the Fiscal Year 2014-15 budget cycle in case improvements to 
the Avenue are desired, such as a paved median, striping, and bike lanes.    
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RECOMMENDATION 
 

That the City Council provide direction on Action Items for sustainability and identify 
the next goal from the Vision Plan to review. 

 
ATTACHMENT 

 
Attachment 1 – Summary of Sustainability Objectives and Action Items 
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GOAL 7 
 

BE A LEADER IN ENVIRONMENTAL 
SUSTAINABILITY AND STEWARDSHIP 

 
 

Operational Items 
 
Objective 7.2 Maintain a Compact City Form Bounded by Natural and Rural Areas 
 
Action 7.2.1 Direct Growth into Undeveloped and Underutilized Areas within the Urban 
Growth Boundary 
 
Priority 1, no cost. All development occurs within the urban growth boundary of the City. 
 
Action 7.2.2 Identify and Protect Agricultural Areas Surrounding the City to Maintain an 
Urban-Rural Boundary 
 
Priority 2, no cost. The City honors the greenbelt area between Buellton and Solvang. No 
other incursions to agricultural areas have occurred. 
 
Action 7.2.7 Identify and Protect Key Viewsheds throughout the City 
 
Priority 3, no cost. Viewshed analysis is part of the city’s development review process. 
 
Objective 7.3 Promote Citywide Resource Conservation and Efficiency  
 
Action 7.3.2 Ensure that Buellton has Adequate Clean Water even during Prolonged 
Drought through Wise Management of Water Resources 
 
Priority 1, low to moderate cost. The City maintains an adequate and safe water supply, 
with a drought buffer, for support of build-out of the City in accordance with the General 
Plan. We do not rely on State Water as heavily as do other jurisdictions. The City will 
continue to monitor the water situation in this drought year.  
 
Action 7.3.3 Use the Most Effective Methods Available to Limit Waste and Promote the 
Re-use of Materials 
 
Priority 2, low to moderate cost. The city recycles and uses energy efficient surge 
protectors. Energy efficient lighting is being installed in City buildings and in City street 
lights and is a requirement on development projects.  
 
City also has promoted recycling through various programs such as Used Oil Recycling 
(partnered with County of Santa Barbara), Waste Recycling (partnered with MarBorg), 
and Treecycling. 
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Objective 7.4 Adopt Green Building Standards and Create Incentives for Green Building 
Practices 
 
Action 7.4.1 Vigorously Support Implementation of CalGreen Standards in Buellton and 
Consider Extending these Standards to Building Expansions and Remodels 
 
Priority 1, low cost. The City follows the mandatory requirements of the Cal Green 
Building Code. Projects are also conditioned to provide green features above and beyond 
the code requirements as the project dictates. 
 
Action 7.4.5 Identify and Specify Materials and Insulation Techniques for Repaving 
Roadways and Parking Lots that Reduce Water Runoff and Heat Generation 
 
Priority 3, low cost. The City has adopted a Stormwater Ordinance, which requires 
development to incorporate low impact design into the projects such as permeable paving 
and other techniques that reduce runoff.    
 

In Progress 

Objective 7.1 Demonstrate Leadership in Environmental Sustainability through a 
Signature Program 
 
Action 7.1.2 Identify and Consider other Signature Programs 
 
Priority 2, annual cost of vehicle chargers is in the range of $1,100 per year per charger. 
Tesla SuperChargers have been installed at the Marriott. The City has applied for grants 
from the Air Pollution Control District and the California Energy Commission for 
installation of Level 2 chargers at City Hall and possibly at Rabobank. If chargers are 
installed at City Hall, the City can then consider purchasing an electric vehicle at some 
point in the future. 
 
We could consider establishing a City Green Award program.  
 
Objective 7.2 Maintain a Compact City Form Bounded by Natural and Rural Areas 

 
Action 7.2.4 Promote the Establishment of a River Trail with Multiple Access Points 
 
Priority 2, moderate cost. This Action Item is on the “to do” list of the Parks and 
Recreation Commission as authorized by the City Council. 
 
The Bikeway and Pedestrian Master Plan includes the river trail and the City has acquired 
some easements in this area. Other easements will be obtained as properties develop. The 
Economic Development Task Force is working with property owners to find ways to 
complete the acquisition of the easements. 
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Staff is also actively seeking grants that can fund implementation (concept, design and 
construction) of trails. 
 
Staff is working on the Avenue of Flags bike lane implementation plan that should be 
ready in the next few months. 
 
Objective 7.5 Promote Green Technology Businesses and Green Tourism 
 
Action 7.5.1 Address Ways to Grow and Recruit Green Businesses as Part of the 
Economic Development Strategy 
 
Priority 1, unknown cost. Will be included as part of the Kosmont Companies prepared 
economic study. 
 

Pending 

Objective 7.1 Demonstrate Leadership in Environmental Sustainability through a 
Signature Program 
 
Action 7.1.1 Explore Options for a Trikke and Bike Program Promoting Greater Use of 
these Vehicles 
 
Priority 1, low cost. This Action Item is on the “to do” list of the Parks and Recreation 
Commission as authorized by the City Council. 
 
No alternative transportation programs have been developed. 
 
Objective 7.2 Maintain a Compact City Form Bounded by Natural and Rural Areas 
 
Action 7.2.3 Promote Local Businesses that can be Accessed by Foot, Bike, and Transit 
as Opposed to Auto Trips 
 
Priority 2, no cost. Action item has not been implemented. 
 
Action 7.2.5 The Parks Master Plan should Provide a Network of Accessible Parks and 
Open Space 
 
Priority 2, unknown cost. The revisions to the Master Plan have not been scheduled at 
this time.  
 
Action 7.2.6 Promote the Creation of Nature Preserves along the Santa Ynez River with 
Permission of Property Owners 
 
Priority 3, unknown cost. Has not been initiated at this time  
 
Objective 7.3 Promote Citywide Resource Conservation and Efficiency  
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Action 7.3.1 Work Towards becoming a Net Zero City by Matching Energy Demands to 
what can be Produced Locally. 
 
Priority 1, unknown cost. The City would have to work with the energy companies to 
make this action item a reality. Probably not feasible in the short term. 
 
Objective 7.4 Adopt Green Building Standards and Creative Incentives for Green 
Building Practices 
 
Action 7.4.2 Establish Incentives to Encourage Green Retrofitting of Existing Buildings 
 
Priority 1, unknown cost. No program has been established at this time. 
 
Action 7.4.3 Consider making Cal Green Tier 1 Standards Mandatory or Adopting 
Comparable Rating Systems 
 
Priority 2, unknown cost. City has adopted the mandatory measures green building 
requirements. Tier 1 features are added on a case-by-case basis. No plans at this time to 
make Tier 1 mandatory. 
 
Action 7.4.4 Adopt Building Standards and Design Guidelines that Encourage or 
Mandate On-site Solar or Wind Power Generation 
 
Priority 2, unknown cost. The City encourages the use of alternative energy and follows 
the standards of the California Building Code. Making these mandatory would be cost 
prohibitive. 
 
Objective 7.5 Promote Green Technology Businesses and Green Tourism 
 
Action 7.5.2 Create a Green Economic Development Zone Committee 
 
Priority 1, unknown cost. Committee has not been authorized or created. 
 
Objective 7.6 Create a Plan and Structure for Implementation of Sustainability Efforts 
 
Action 7.6.1 Assign Staff or Create a Sustainability Staff Person Position 
 
Priority 1, high cost. No new positions have been budgeted. 
 
Action 7.6.2 Form a Sustainability Advisory Committee 
 
Priority 2, low cost. Formation of the committee has not been authorized. 
 
Action 7.6.3 Create a Green Team of City Staff to Work on Sustainability Efforts 
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Priority 2, unknown cost. A formal “green team” has not been created. 
 
Action 7.6.4 Develop and Implement a Sustainability Plan 
 
Priority 3, unknown cost. Development of a plan has not been initiated at this time. 
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CITY OF BUELLTON 
City Council Agenda Staff Report 

 
City Manager Review:   MPB 

Council Agenda Item No.:          7 
 
To:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 
 
From:  Marc Bierdzinski, City Manager 
 
Meeting Date:  February 13, 2014 
 
Subject:  Discussion of a Board of Architectural Review (BAR) or Other 

Similar Options 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
BACKGROUND 

 
Action Item 4.1.2 from the Vision Plan states the following: 
 
Establish a Board of Architectural Review which acts in an advisory capacity to the 
Planning Commission and reviews development proposals for conformance with the 
Community Design Guidelines. 

 
The City Council agreed by consensus for this action item to be brought forward ahead of 
the full discussion of Goal 4 (Promote Desired Change through Planning and Design) 
later this year. 
 
The Vision Plan provided the following possible options for the BAR: creating a new 
committee of local professionals or utilizing the County of Santa Barbara’s Central Board 
of Architectural Review. Staff has been informed that the County has no desire to take 
over this function within the City of Buellton. 
 
Staff would not support a dedicated BAR for the following reasons: 
 

 It would add a layer of bureaucracy to the City’s very efficient development 
review process and would duplicate the Planning Commission review process 

 It would add time to the process to go through another hearing board.  It has been 
a goal of the City Council for many years to project a “developer friendly” 
environment, but the added time and expense of multiple levels of architectural 
review (with potentially several contradictory changes to project plans) would 
frustrate this goal. 

 This would reduce the authority of the Planning Commission and could lead to 
disagreements between the two review boards on architecture – the Planning 
Commission has been doing a good job and this would just dilute their review 
abilities 
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 Staff is not aware of any architecturally trained persons living within the City 
Limits. Creating a BAR with laypersons would then be a duplication of the 
Planning Commission. Selecting persons from outside the City Limits defeats the 
purpose of being a City and having local control over planning and architectural 
items 

 
Staff would like to keep the review of architecture in the purview of the Planning 
Commission. The architectural design of the upcoming bowling alley, and the approved 
Village Crossroads and Meritage projects are very good examples of the Planning 
Commission working with applicants to make changes to the architecture to conform 
with the Community Design Guidelines. Architecture is subjective and what one person 
likes another may not. The Planning Commission balances these concerns during their 
deliberations. However, that being said, additional architectural training for the Planning 
Commission is something that should be considered.  
 
Two options are available to assist the Planning Commission with architectural review 
that are more workable than a dedicated BAR.  

 
 Have a training session for the Planning Commission on architectural review 

through the local chapter of the American Institute of Architects. I believe this 
would be a low or no cost solution. The training could be on the Community 
Design Guidelines and how to view a project from an architectural standpoint. 

 The City could hire a contract architect through the Request for Proposals (RFP) 
process. This person would then review the architecture of a project and make 
suggestions to the Planning Commission. The Planning Commission would still 
have final authority on the project. Applicants on projects would pay for the 
architects review time. 

 
The latter two options keep control of projects with the Planning Commission and avoids 
duplication of effort. The City’s Planning Commission does an excellent job and they can 
only become better with either the training option or the contract architect option.  

 
RECOMMENDATION 

 
That the City Council provide direction to staff regarding the architectural review of 
projects. Staff recommends against the formation of a BAR for the reasons noted above. 
If the City Council thinks additional architectural training is warranted, then staff 
recommends either of the following options: 

 
 Have the local Chapter of the AIA provide a training session to the Planning 

Commission on architecture, specifically the architectural requirements of the 
City’s Community Design Guidelines 

 Go through the RFP process to hire a contract architect that would review project 
architecture and provide recommendations to staff and the Planning Commission  
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