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1. INTRODUCTION 

As the City of Buellton moves towards the completion of a Bicycle and Pedestrian 
Master Plan, the City has taken a lead role in preparing a Safe Routes to School (SRTS) 
Plan with the Buellton Union School District.  The SRTS is intended to encourage 
students who are within a reasonable distance, to safely walk or bike to school as part 
of an active lifestyle. 

The Buellton SRTS Plan complies with the National Safe Routes to School Program, 
which is based upon the 5 E’s – Engineering, Education, Encouragement, Enforcement, 
and Evaluation. 

 Engineering – identifies and improves physical facilities for home-to-school 
travel routes including facilities for pedestrians and bicycles, lanes and 
street crossings, etc.   

 Education – providing information to students, parents and the community 
regarding the benefits of students walking or biking to school and to 
increase awareness and understanding of how to safely use the 
pedestrian and bicycle system. 

 Encouragement – opportunities to promote safe walking or cycling. 
 Enforcement – ensuring that the rules of the road are followed in order to 

protect the safety of the community. 
 Evaluation – reviewing the SRTS plan, conditions, and programs to 

benchmark progress over time. 

 

The Goal of the SRTS Plan is to increase the safety for walking and bicycling to/from 
school and to reduce traffic congestion around school.  In order to implement these 
goals, the SRTS Plan will be used as a planning and management tool that identifies 
capital improvements, school and community programs, and as a basis to obtain and 
leverage grant funds. 
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School District – The Buellton Union School District (BUSD) is a K-8 district served by 
two schools – Oak Valley Elementary (K-5) and Jonata Middle School (6-8), both of 
which has earned the designation as a California Distinguished School.  The school 
district has an enrollment of approximately 700 students – 500 Oak Valley Elementary 
and 200 Jonata School.  97% of the students live within 2 miles of the schools.  

 

Oak Valley Elementary School (OVES), located at 595 
Second Street, Buellton, serves approximately 500 
students from Kindergarten to 5th Grade. 

Jonata Middle School (JMS), located at 301 Second 
Street, Buellton, serves approximately 200 students from 
6th to 8th Grade. 

BUSD serves the residents of the City of Buellton and the 
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immediate surrounding areas in Santa Barbara County. 

The BUSD and the City of Buellton has a strong working relationship, including 
partnership in the construction of the Recreation Center, which is a Joint Use facility 
located at Jonata Middle School. 

Most of the students are brought to and from both schools in personal/family vehicles.  
Only a small percentage of students walk or bike to school.  As typical in most school 
areas, the streets immediate to the school are congested during the morning drop off 
and afternoon pick-up times.  To address transportation issues to school, BUSD 
encourages alternative transportation and currently provides free bus service for 
students living within the City of Buellton that live in neighborhoods that are not 
immediately adjacent to the schools.  In addition, the Oak Valley Elementary has split 
dismissal times. 
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3. EXISTING CONDITIONS 

Student/Parent Transportation -  

As part of the evaluation and analysis process, students at both OVES and JMS were 
sent home with a “Parent Survey About Walking and Biking to School” (sample survey is 
provided in Appendix A) at the end of the 2010/2011 School Year.  182 Surveys were 
completed and received, representing 312 students at OVES.  Of those that responded, 
70% are driven (including carpools) to school in family vehicles, 12.5% ride the bus and 
17.5% walk/bike to school.   

 

Safety Issues –  

The Sheriff’s Department is routinely requested to patrol the school area.  Complaints 
regarding speeding and congestion around the schools during drop-off/pick-up times 
are regular.  Previous issues such as site visibility were addressed by painting of red 
curbs on both sides of the school’s ingress and egress driveways.   

The intersection of Via Corona Drive and Tamarind Lane was previously reviewed for a 
Crosswalk, which traffic counts and accident history (lack of) did not warrant. 

The Sheriff’s department has noted that there have been a few traffic collisions along 
Second Street.  The following exhibit shows the location of traffic citations and collisions 
issued since 2006 (last 5 years): 

Figure 3-1 
Traffic Incident Map 
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The following Sheriff’s observations made during review and patrols of the area: 

 Driver confusion and U-turn conflicts on Second Street. 
 Pedestrians crossing mid-block and between parked cars (though visibility 

is greater, not everyone uses the crosswalks.  Crossing mid-block in this 
area is legal. 

 Drivers do not watch for crossing pedestrians (Highway 246 in particular) 

The Sheriff’s department has also has a Pedestrian Crossing Program, in which 
pedestrian crossing is highlighted across Highway 246.  This program consists of 
deputies walking across Highway 246 during certain hours during the day with 
enforcement of motorists.  Media notices through Press Releases are made prior to this 
operation. 

 

Sidewalks –   

There are currently no marked or designated local bike routes in the City, with the 
exception of McMurray Road between Highway 246 and Damassa Road.  All Caltrans 
roads are open to bicycle access except where specifically prohibited.  In the City of 
Buellton, US 101 is prohibited to bicycles from Santa Rosa Road to Avenue of Flags in 
both the north and southbound directions.  

In the immediate area of both OVES and JMS, sidewalks of 5 feet width are typical as 
are handicap access ramps at road crossings. 

 

Roads –   

There are currently no marked or designated local bike routes in the City, with the 
exception of McMurray Road between Highway 246 and Damassa Road.  Highway 101 
and Highway 246 are designated State bike routes; however the facilities are neither 
marked nor signed. 

In the immediate area of both OVES and JMS, road width of 36 feet is typical. The 
following street conditions are discussed by school location: 
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Oak Valley Elementary School:  

 

Please refer to Figure 3-2.  Second Street borders the school to the south.  The school’s 
only ingress vehicular access is off Second Street.  Red curbs are painted to the east 
and west of the school’s driveway to provide a clear site distance.  Second Street has a 
single broken yellow line to distinguish driving lanes.  There are currently two yellow 
crosswalks on Second Street, one crossing Second Street at Alder Lane and another on 
the north, west and south legs of Second Street at Sycamore Drive.  “Slow School 
Ahead” is marked on the pavement east and west of the crosswalk at Second Street at 
Alder Lane.  Six S21 School Crossing signs are interspersed along Second Street and the 
intersecting cul-de-sac streets of Alder Lane, Beech Court, and Cedar Lane.  Second 
Street at Sycamore Drive is a 4-way stop controlled intersection.  The remainder of 
Second Street has the right-of-way, with the intersecting streets controlled with stop 
signs.  

Sycamore Drive borders OVES to the east, but has a buffer between of Oak Valley Park.  
Sycamore Drive is controlled with stop signs at all intersections north of Highway 246.  
There are a few families which utilize the parking area of Oak Park to drop off/pick-up 
students. 

Via Corona borders OVES to the north.  The school’s only egress vehicular access is to 
Via Corona.  Red curbs are painted to the east and west of the school’s driveway to 
provide a clear site distance.  Currently, the school’s egress on Via Corona allows both 
left and right turn.  Via Corona has the right-of-way, with the intersecting streets 
controlled with stop signs.  Although Via Corona is the vehicular egress for the school’s 
lot, many families do park along Via Corona and adjacent streets and walk onto school 
grounds from Via Corona.  The Kindergarten classes are located on the north side of 
the school grounds and the primary users of this point of entry are the families with 
younger students. 

Riverview Drive is located to the west of OVES, lined by residential homes between 
Riverview Drive and the school parking lot.  There is a 25 MPH speed limit sign at the 
north and south ends of Riverview Drive. 
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Other Areas: 

While a majority of the student population is north of Highway 246, a considerable 
amount of students (approximately 25%) reside south of Highway 246.  Highway 246 is 
a 4 lane State Highway, spanning approximately 80 feet of roadway.  There is a yellow 
crosswalk across Highway 246 at La Lata Drive and a white crosswalk at Highway 246 
and Industrial Way.  There is one S21 School Crossing sign on Highway 246 at 
Industrial, two (north and south side of Highway 246) at La Lata Drive, and two facing 
eastbound Highway 246, east of Riverview Drive and another east of Calor Drive. 
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Surprisingly, the #1 reason affecting the parents’ decision to allow their child to walk or 
bike to/from school was distance.  A student analysis was completed to determine the 
potential for walking/biking to school based on distance: 

Table SRTS 1 

Student Review by Distance to School 

 OAK VALLEY ELEMENTARY JONATA MIDDLE 
< ¼ mile 87 35 

¼ to ½ mile 52 88 
½ to 1 mile 152 32 
1 to 2 mile 84 24 

>2 mile 13 6 
 

At first review of the student population by their distance from the school indicates that 
most (78%) of the students reside within 1 mile from their school.  One mile is 
traditionally considered a reasonable distance to walk/bike to/from school.  However, 
there exist some unique challenges within the City of Buellton.  The main challenge 
being that two State Highways split the city into essentially four quadrants.  The 
immediate obstacle is Highway 246, which is south of both schools.  As described in 
Section 3, Highway 246 is a very large, high traffic and high speed roadway that is 
difficult to cross, particularly as a pedestrian or bicyclist, let alone a student.  

The second obstacle is Highway 101.  Aside from the Highway 246 bridge and the 
Damassa bridge, there is no other connection for students residing east of Highway 101 
to travel to OVES or JMS. 

The following table more clearly exhibits the student population by neighborhood: 

Table SRTS 2 

Student Review by Distance to Neighborhood 

 OAK VALLEY ELEMENTARY JONATA MIDDLE 
North of Hwy 246 

(w/o 101) 
221 99 

South of Hwy 246 
(w/o 101) 

80 47 

East of Hwy 101 
 

52 26 

Outside City Limits 35 19 
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There are currently no students which walk or bike to/from school that live south of 
Highway 246 even though the distance is less than ½ mile.  There has been repeated 
voiced concern regarding the inability to safely cross Highway 246.  That is a loss of 
127 students that have the potential to walk or bike to/from school. 

 

Figure 4-3 

Neighborhood Map 
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5. PROGRAM IMPLEMENTATION 

 

The following is a summary of proposed improvements and programs that help fulfill 
the 5 E’s for the Safe Routes to School Plan. 

 

Engineering: identifies and improves physical facilities for home-to-school travel routes 
including facilities for pedestrians and bicycles, lanes and street crossings, etc. 

 Ensure all intersections have handicap access ramps. 
 Routine/regular traffic survey to evaluate accidents/speed. 
 Evaluate potential/need/benefit of “School Speed Zone” on local street and 

Highway 246. 
 Install lighted/flashing “School Crossing” Sign at Highway 246/Sycamore Drive. 
 Evaluate potential for designated bike routes (Class II) or sharrows. 
 Install additional Bike racks/equipment for student/teacher use. 
 Install/retrofit uniform school signage and pavement markings on local roads. 
 Ensure that City ordinances emphasize pedestrian and bicycle safety. 

Education: providing information to students, parents and the community regarding the 
benefits of students walking or biking to school and to increase awareness and 
understanding of how to safely use the pedestrian and bicycle system. 

 Provide more outreach to the students and to their families. 
 BUSD distribute flyers to families. 
 BUSD create a School Safety Council/Committee whose charge is to keep up with 

the SRTS program and implementation (may coordinate with Joint Use 
Committee?). 

 BUSD/City/Sheriff Bike Rodeo or other education outreach. 

Encouragement: One of the emphases to implementing the Safe Routes to School Plan 
is for BUSD to encourage and advocate walking/biking or use of alternative 
transportation to school.  In the “Parent Survey About Walking and Biking to School”, 
parents were asked whether they felt the school encourages or discourages walking 
and biking to/from school.  Of those that responded, a majority (68%) felt that the 
school neither encouraged/discouraged walking and biking to/from school.  25% of 
those that responded felt that the school did encourage or strongly encourage 
walking/biking, while a small percentage (7%) felt that the school discouraged it. 
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 BUSD/City to create incentive programs for walking or biking to school, such as 
prizes, raffle, etc. 

 BUSD/City/Sheriff Bike Rodeo or other assembly/program. 

Enforcement: ensuring that the rules of the road are followed in order to protect the 
safety of the community. 

 Continued monitoring and enforcement of traffic and safety rules. 
 Continued Pedestrian Crossing Program. 
 Continued Good Driver Program. 

Evaluation: reviewing the SRTS plan, conditions, and programs to benchmark progress 
over time. 

 School Safety Council/Committee to review SRTS plan at least every 5 years to 
see progress. 

 

Figure 5-1 shows the proposed designated Safe Routes to School. 

Figure 5-1 
Proposed Safe Routes to School Map 
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6. Program Summary 

 

The SRTS Plan is a living document and is intended to be dynamic as the school 
population and Committees change.  The key element is that the BUSD and the City 
continually work together to meet the needs of safety for the students. 

One element which is not specifically addressed in the SRTS is the cost for 
implementation.  In general, the work to participate and utilize the SRTS is absorbed 
through the time BUSD and City of Buellton Staff.  Committee participation is all 
volunteer basis.  Implementation for the various improvements can be accommodated 
through the application of Grant Funding from local, regional, state and federal State 
Route to Schools Programs. 
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APPENDIX A 

SAMPLE PARENT SURVEY 
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APPENDIX B 

STUDENT SATURATION MAP 2010-2011 
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APPENDIX C 

EXISTING SIGNAGE MAP 
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City of Buellton
Existing School-Related Signing and Striping

Legend

Proposed Safe Route to School

Transit Stops

Wine Country Express

Clean Air Express

Santa Ynez Valley Transit 

Amtrak Station

Park & Ride

School Signs (#)

BUS  STOPBUS  STOPBUS  STOP   Bus Stop (S28)

CAUTION

CHILDREN

CAUTION

CHILDREN Caution Children (S54)

No Stopping - Fire Lane (S20; CA-R26F)

Slow, Watch for Children (S39)

Speed Limit (S43; CA-R2-1(25))

Speed Limit (S31; CA-R2-1(35))

Speed Limit (S16; CA-R2-1(45))

End Speed Limit (CA-R2-3(45))

Stop (S4; CA-R1-1)

Do Not Enter (S47; CA-R5-1)

School Crossing (S21; CA-S1-1)

Divided Road (S26; CA-W6-1)

Speed Bumps Within (S96; CA-W8-1)

CAUTION

CHILDREN

CAUTION

CHILDREN

BUS  STOPBUS  STOPBUS  STOP   




